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St Francis of Assisi - Terriers and Totteridge

Services

Full details of Sunday and weekday services and other church
activities are in the Diary section later in this magazine.

Contact information

If you would like a visit from the vicar, or if there is anything you
would like to discuss, please give your name and address to him or
one of the Churchwardens, or telephone to arrange a visit.  

Names and contact details for the church officers and those
responsible for church activities are on the back cover.  

Accessibility

Sidesmen are on duty at the church to welcome you.  Please ask for
assistance if you need it.

There is a car park at the church.  Although no designated disabled
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties are
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors. 

Access is down steps.  A lift is available at the left-hand entrance. 

There is a hearing loop in church.

A large-print version of the service book is available.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

May magazine

Copy deadline:  Sunday, 10th Apr il
Publication date:  Sunday 24th Apr il

Editor:  Tim Edmonds a  526346
90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE

email: tfedmonds@btopenworld.com

Cover picture:  Tulips in High Wycombe - Spring 2001
(photo by Tim Edmonds)
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For God‘s sake, care!
There‘s an old joke to the effect that statistics prove that 99% of
people don‘t care about public apathy.  Politicians, journalists and
political pundits certainly worry a lot about voter apathy — by which
they mean the unwillingness of many people to turn off the television
and go out to the polling station on election day.  Those who are
engaged in the voluntary sector of society (i.e. the world of social
clubs, self-help groups and charitable organisations) frequently
express their concern at the reluctance of people to come forward and
take responsibility for keeping the show on the road.  Sometimes this
reluctance is fatal.  On our own doorstep we have seen during the past
twelve months how it has killed off the Wycombe Deaf Association,
which ceased to exist at the end of 2004 because none of its members
were willing to stand for office.

On Thursday, 5th May, our church will be open as a polling station for
the local government elections (and possibly, we are told, a General
Election).  Ten days before that there will be our own Annual Church
Meeting.  Both these events will have an
effect on our lives. Neither of them seems
likely to draw such crowds that they set the
River Wye on fire.  High Wycombe is a safe
Conservative seat — the Tories even increased
their majority in 2001 — so why bother to
vote?  Church goes on every Sunday as it
always has — so why turn out for another
meeting (even one with a rather nice meal at
the end of it)?  Why, to put it bluntly, should
we care?

We should care simply because God cares. The Hebrew Scriptures
record God‘s dealings with Israel.  They show how passionately God
cares about human beings and about the way in which they behave
towards one another.  This issue of the parish magazine is due to be
published at the week-end when Christians remember just how much
God cares for this planet and the people who inhabit it.  ”God so
loved the world•, John‘s Gospel tells us, ” that he gave his only Son.•

The Easter Gospels remind us that God‘s love for his world did not
end with the giving of his Son to suffering and death on the cross.
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Matthew, Mark, Luke and John remind us in their different ways that
the story of God's love revealed in Jesus continues off the page of the
Gospels and into human lives ± into our lives ± with all their
imperfections.  God uses us to carry on his work of care for the world
and those who live in it, even when they reject him.  God equips us
for that work by the gift of his Holy Spirit. 

So, our votes matter, both at the local (and national) government
hustings and at the Annual Church Meeting.  So does how we use
them. God loves us so much that he doesn't hesitate to get involved in
human life through the life and death of Jesus his Son.  How, then,
can we hold back from getting involved?  Whether we're talking
about the political life of our nation or the organisational life of our
church, it isn't enough to sit back and let others get on with it.  What
happens if those others feel the same?

I look forward to seeing you in the Church Hall on 24th April.

Tony Dickinson

An Evening with St Mark‘s Gospel

On 25th April our commemoration of St Mark will consist of an hour
spent in exploring the Gospel, looking at what is distinctive about St
Mark's •take' on Jesus and examining the knotty problem of the
Gospel's ending(s).  This starts at 8.00 p.m. and will end with a short
Communion service at about 9.00 p.m.

(The lion of St Mark is a symbol of Venice - photo by Tim Edmonds)
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Time and Talents No 28

Organising the Stewardship scheme
This is the first of two articles in which Mary Phipps tells us about her behind-
the-scenes work.  This month she looks at the administration of planned giving
through the Stewardship scheme; next month she will deal with Gift Aid. 

I took over the role of Stewardship Organiser about ten years ago.  It
has been rewarding to see the total stewardship rise by nearly 50%
during that time, thanks to the generosity of the congregation at St
Francis'.

You may be familiar with the inter-personal aspects of the role.  I
invite people to join the scheme and prompt members to review their
stewardship.  I contact those who fall behind, investigate bank errors
and help anyone seeking advice.  The other side of the job that you
don't see is the confidential recording of the stewardship, which I do
at home.  It differs according to the method of giving:  envelopes,
bank or directly to me.

I hold everyone's current pledge form, for reference.  The number on
the stewardship envelope indicates the giver, and I record the amount
given each week in a •register' which I can then compare to the
amount that has been pledged.  Most people have a pattern of giving

and if there is an unexplained gap for a
few weeks, then I will investigate the
reason with the person concerned and
agree appropriate action.  I add up
what I have recorded and cross-check
the total with what has been banked.  I
mark off on another •register' which
envelopes I have received, to make it

easier to deal with any queries arising later.  I keep all the empty
envelopes for a year.  The Inland Revenue require retention of one
month's envelopes for each of the last ten years, ready for inspection
(should they decide to come and check that the scheme is being run
correctly), so I update this each year. 

When I receive a new or amended standing order form, I check it,
copy it and send it to the person's bank.  I receive details of each
month's stewardship via the bank from our Treasurer.  I record it in a
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similar `register' to the envelope giving, and return a sheet to her to be
updated the following month.  Again, if there are unexplained gaps, I
will investigate with the person concerned.

Some people prefer to give their stewardship directly to me annually.
I record this, monitor when it is next due and contact them if a
reminder is necessary.  When I receive Charities Aid Foundation
cheques, I complete the church details, copy them and send to the
CAF.  I advise the Treasurer so that she can check the bank statements
to ensure they reach the church's bank account.

I do all the recording manually on blank spreadsheets, but every few
weeks I also update a version on computer, for easier manipulation
later for statistical purposes.  A complication is that some statistical

figures are needed by calendar
year (for the church) and others
by tax year (for the Inland
Revenue), so all my
spreadsheets are broken down
into periods 1/1 - 5/4 and 6/4 -
31/12.  They are also broken
down according to whether Gift
Aid is applicable, as these totals
are needed separately later.  For
anyone concerned about data

protection, I only use people's initials or envelope numbers on all
records, so as not to compromise confidentiality.

I produce regular reports for the Giving Committee showing the totals
of stewardship and numbers of people giving, both broken down by
the various methods of giving, and highlighting and explaining any
unusual figures.  I produce a Stewardship report for the Church
Annual Report and update the Giving leaflet when the Accounts for
the previous year have been approved, and these both include similar
statistical information.  I also provide statistical figures for the
Treasurer once a year, as required for the Diocese.  I produce
occasional magazine articles to remind people about the principles of
giving and to promote aspects of the stewardship scheme.

After the end of the tax year (5th April), I try to finalise the
stewardship for that year as quickly as possible.  This is when you are
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most likely to be reminded to complete your giving for the year, so
perhaps this article is timely!  The sooner all the money is received,
the sooner I can apply for the Gift Aid tax rebate (of which more next
month).  When all the stewardship for the year has been collected, I
send thank you letters to all members of the scheme, indicating how
much they have given through the year.

I order the new weekly envelopes for the following tax year, ensure
that they arrive in time and distribute them around February.  For
those who give monthly via envelopes, I remove the weekly
envelopes that will not be needed from their boxes, and use them to
make Visitors' Gift Aid envelopes.

Occasionally I attend meetings of Stewardship Organisers, where it
can be useful to compare notes and share ideas.  Periodically, the
Diocese sends me information and advice, either regarding changes in
rules or ideas for boosting stewardship.

I feel very privileged to have been given the responsibility of this role.
Stewardship relies on everyone giving according to their means, so I
do my best to strike the right balance between sensitivity and
encouraging people to give.  Unfortunately I'm not able to come to
many church services at the moment, because of my mother's
continuing illness, so if anyone wishes to contact me regarding
stewardship, especially newcomers whom I may not have met, my
telephone number is on the back of the magazine.

Mary Phipps

In my house there are many mansions
A bishop and a headmistress arrived in Heaven at the same time.
When the formidable-looking teacher was greeted at the gates, she
was ushered straight through to one of the best rooms.  The bishop,
however, was sent along a corridor to much less salubrious
surroundings.  

When the bishop questioned the meaning of this, the heavenly
guardian replied, ” My dear Bishop, that woman put the fear of God
into more people than you have in a lifetime!• .
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From the Editor

In the first magazine of our 75th anniversary year I wrote about some
of the things that I hoped to include in the magazine:

” I am keen to include anything relating to churches (not just ours!)
and the wider community:  people, schools, shops, business, the
University College and so on.  If you have some photographs or
memories that might be included, or perhaps you would like to write
something yourself, then please get in touch with me and let‘s see
what we can do.•

So far the response has been non-existent and consequently the view
of Terriers that you get from the magazine will most likely be that of a
relative newcomer, albeit with an active interest in history:  in other
words, your editor.

Come on now!  Surely there must be someone out there who can
contribute something about their community now and over the last 75
years?  If you don't want to write an article but have some interesting
material then I'm happy to write something around it.  How about it? 

Tim Edmonds

An anonymous prayer
Lord, We are your people, the sheep of your flock.

Heal the sheep who are wounded,
Touch the sheep who are in pain,
Clean the sheep who are soiled,
Warm the lambs who are cold.

Help us to know the Father‘s love
through Jesus the shepherd and through the Spirit.

Help us to lift up that love and show it all over this land.
Help us to build love on justice and justice on love.

Help us to believe mightily, hope joyfully, love divinely.
Renew us that we may help renew the face of the earth.

(Thanks to  Pastor Jena and the St Anne's ebulletin for this one)
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     Thought for the month     

A group of (American) students was asked to list what they thought
were the present `Seven Wonders of the World', and the following
received the most votes:  Great Pyramids of Egypt, Taj Mahal, Grand
Canyon, Panama Canal, Empire State Building, St Peter's Basilica,
and the Great Wall of China.

It was then that the teacher noticed that one girl had not handed in her
paper, so she asked if the girl was having trouble compiling her list.  

The girl replied, ªYes, a little.  I couldn't quite make up my mind
because there are so manyº.

The teacher said, ªWell tell us what you have and maybe we can
helpº.  The girl hesitated, then read:

ªI think the `seven wonders' are to see, to hear, to touch, to taste, to
feel, to laugh, and to love.º

You could have heard a pin drop!  The things that we  overlook as
simple and ordinary, and that we take for granted, are truly
wonderful. 

(A story retold in Archive - a computer users' magazine)
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In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:
Joseph Atkinson, Rosemary Bossingham, Martin Braisher, Gaynor Chambers,
Tim Edmonds, Jean and Michael Hedgeland, John and Joan Ludlow, Cyril
Mines, Joy and Ray Smith, Jill White, Dorothy Williams, Diane Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Vince Amer, David Baldwin, Roland Brinkworth, Jenny Butterfield, Marie
Childs, Jeffrey Collis, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, George Dowsett,
Katie Foster, Phyllis and Michael Fudge, Sam and Norah Glennon, James
Golightly, Colin Gowers, Carol Griffiths and her family, Diane Harris,
Katharine Jackman, Julie James, Anna and Frank Jervis, Kate King, Lily
Maher, Ted Martin, Bettina Michels and her family, Teresa Moore and her
family, Mary Morgan, Helen Noakes, Angela Norton, Marie Norton, Brenda
O'Brien, Roy Parkinson, Mona Paulley, Mick Payne, Anne Portsmouth, Marcia
Powell, Kerry Purvis, Kevin Smith, Irene Solomon, Ruth Steadman, Mary
Stubbs, Carol and Paul Twitchin, Monica and Peter Ward, Bill Weinhauer,
Olga Whenray, Raymond Winterbourne, Lorna Woodward and her family, Zoe
and her family.

Walkers Unite(d)  

 The next walk is on Saturday 2nd April.
The meeting place as usual is a Public House,
The Prince Albert at Frieth, which appears to
have a good and affordable menu.  

Meeting time is 9.45 a.m. and the walk will go through Fingest
(home of John Mortimer) and Turville (famous for The Vicar of
Dibley, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang and numerous other film and TV
productions).  It is very hilly, but scenic, and about 6 miles in length.

More information from Janet or Colin a  527799

10



75th Anniversary Events

Historic Quiz

Saturday 9th April
at 7.30 p.m. in the Church Hall

Tickets are available from Keith Gordon, Val Jones
and the Church Hall office
£5 per adult £2.50 per child

Supper is included
Bring your own drinks

Future 75th Anniversary events include:

• Saturday 7th May - Cheese and Wine Party
Co-ordinator - Val Evans

• Saturday 11th June (afternoon) -  Treasure Hunt on foot within
the Parish   Co-ordinator - Terry Dean

• Saturday 11th June (evening) - Caribbean Evening
Co-ordinators - Laura Mann and Mary O‘Garro

• Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th July - Flower Festival
Co-ordinator - Hazel Noakes
On the Saturday afternoon of the Festival we welcome members of the
Buckinghamshire Organists‘ Association, who will entertain us on
the organ (Co-ordinator - Hugh Brocklehurst)

Look out for more and updated information on these events in
forthcoming issues of the parish magazine.
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APRIL

     Dates for your Diary     

1 Fri Friday in Easter Week

7.00 p.m. Holy Communion
2 Sat Saturday in Easter Week

9.30 a.m. Walkers Unite(d) - see page 10
6.00 p.m. Holy Communion

3 Sun Easter 2
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism
6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Taizé)

4 Mon The Annunciation of our Lord to the Virgin Mary

8.00 p.m. Parish Communion
5 Tue 8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting
6 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

8.00 p.m. Musicians' Meeting
7 Thu 7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting
9 Sat 7.30 p.m. Historic Quiz Night

See page 11

10 Sun Easter 3
8.00 a.m Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
Preacher:  David Picken, Team Rector of High Wycombe

6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (BCP)
13 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion

2.00 p.m. Skylarks
17 Sun Easter 4

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
12.00 noon Lunch Club (The Terriers)
6.30 p.m. Prayer for Healing

20 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

23 Sat St George

6.00 p.m. Holy Communion
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24 Sun Easter 5
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
11.30 a.m.  Meeting to elect Churchwardens and
Annual Parochial Church Meeting, followed by
1.00 p.m. Parish Lunch
6.30 p.m. Holy Communion

25 Mon St Mark

8.00 p.m. An Evening with St Mark's Gospel (see page 4)
9.00 p.m. Holy Communion

27 Wed Christina Rosetti - see page 17

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

It‘s the Annual Parochial Church Meeting...

Sunday 24th April 
in the Church Hall

after the 10.00 a.m. service

the meeting will be preceded by the Par ish Meeting to elect
Churchwardens and will be followed by a Par ish Lunch
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A Man Who Won
We've been together for more than a while,
I wake every morning to witness your smile.
I work all day, although at times life's hard, 

But whenever I need you, you're never too far.

I see my family, they're full of joy,
Finally proud of their baby boy.

Days seem to feel alright,
At the end of the tunnel I found my light.

The Lord protects me.
Skies are blue; the sun's so bright;

I no longer fight.
I'm a good man, I live for my family

And my beautiful lady.

Soon we'll raise our first baby.
Though I know my father wasn't - I'll be there.

Though my father didn't - I will care.
Me and my lady, we love and share.

I used to live too crazy; I lived too fast;
I now face my fears; I no longer bury my past.

For years I haven't seen my old crowd;
I have my family, lady, soon we have our baby.

I can now say I'm proud,
Proud as any man can be,

A man dedicated to his family,
A man who doesn't pass the blame

Nor lives in shame,
A man who played the game

Since it begun,
A man who played the game:

A man who won!

Justin

(The poet is an inmate of Aylesbury Young Offenders Institution.  Thanks to Jo'
Williams for sending this poem and to Justin for allowing us to publish it.)
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Community History

The Fields‘ Cathedral in the fields
One of the most surprising things about the church of St Francis of
Assisi, Terriers, is how big it is.  Why did a suburban hamlet acquire
such a large building?  The answer is that a wealthy clergyman, the
Revd Frederick Francis Field, who had retired to Hazlemere, planned
to finance the building of a new church.  On his death in 1927 plans
were at an early stage, but his widow Henrietta Field pressed on with
the project and appointed the eminent architect Sir Giles Gilbert Scott.
Scott was the designer of Liverpool Cathedral, and at Terriers he
created a building on a cathedral-like scale.

With housing development on all sides, it is sometimes hard to
imagine that when the church was built there were very few other
buildings in the immediate vicinity.  This meant that the church
dominated the landscape to a far greater extent than it does today.

This wonderful photograph looking over the fields dates from when
the church was brand new in the early 1930s. In the foreground and to
the right the developers are at work on new houses in Geralds Road,
while in the centre background can be seen the buildings of the Royal
Grammar School, which had relocated from Easton Street in 1914. 

Photo courtesy of the Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies 
(reference:  phHighWycombe955)
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Wycombe Deanery Prayer Cycle

1 Bishop of Oxford 16 High Wycombe Team:
St Anne & St Peter

2 The Bishop and Archdeacon of
Buckingham, Parish Development
Advisor

17 Wycombe Hospital and
University Chaplaincies

3 Wycombe Deanery Synod 18 RAF and Wycombe Abbey
School Chaplaincies

4 The Area Dean, Associate Area
Dean, Deanery Lay Chair

19 Hughenden

5 Rural Mission Enabler 20 Lane End with Cadmore End

6 Flackwell Heath 21 Loudwater

7 Hambleden Valley Group:
Hambleden and Frieth

22 Marlow Team:
All Saints

8 Hambleden Valley Group:
Fawley and Fingest

23 Marlow Bottom, Bisham and
Little Marlow

9 Hambleden Valley Group:
Medmenham and Turville

24 Stokenchurch with Ibstone

10 Hazlemere and Widmer End 25 Terriers

11 Hedsor with Bourne End 26 Tylers Green

12 High Wycombe Team:
All Saints

27 West Wycombe and Bledlow
Ridge

13 High Wycombe Team:
St John's and St Birinus

28 Bradenham and Radnage

14 High Wycombe Team:
St Mary & St George and
St James

29 Wooburn:
St Paul's and St Mary's

15 High Wycombe Team:
St Andrew's

30 Local congregations of
other traditions

31 Local Councils of Churches
and ªChurches Togetherº
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Who was Christina Rossetti?
One of the most important of English woman poets, Christina
Georgina Rossetti was born on December 5th 1830 at St. Pancras
London, one of four children of Italian parents.  Her father was the
poet Gabriele Rossetti (1783-1854), a political exile in England and
professor of Italian at King's College from 1831 to 1845.  

All the four children in the family became writers.  Christina's
brothers Dante Gabriel and William Michael were among the
founders of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, which gave birth to the
19th Century English art movement of the same name.  The Pre-
Raphaelites, for whom Christina was a frequent model, also included
Edward Burne-Jones, William Holman Hunt, Ford Madox Brown,
John Everett Millais, William Morris, John Ruskin and James
McNeill Whistler. Her family friends included Charles Dodgson
(better known by his pseudonym Lewis Carroll), author of Alice in
Wonderland.

Christina was educated at home by her mother, Frances Polidori, a
former governess and an Anglican of
devout evangelical bent.  She shared
her parents' interest in poetry and her
first verses were written in 1842 and
printed in the private press of her
grandfather. In 1850, under the
pseudonym Ellen Alleyne, she
contributed seven poems to the short-
lived Pre-Raphaelite journal The
Germ.  When the family was in
financial trouble, she helped her
mother to keep a school at Frome,
Somerset. The school was not a
success, and they returned in 1854 to
London. Except for two brief visits
abroad, she lived with the mother all
her life.  

Rossetti's deeply religious temperament left its marks on her writing.
She was a devout High Anglican, much influenced by the Oxford,
Movement.  She broke her engagement to the artist James Collison,
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an original member of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, when he
joined the Roman Catholic church. She also rejected Charles Bagot
Cayley for religious reasons and remained unmarried.  Christina was
troubled physically by neuralgia and emotionally by Dante's
breakdown in 1872.  The last 12 years of her life, after his death in
1882, were quiet ones of increasing infirmity.  She died of cancer on
December 29th, 1894, and is buried in Highgate Cemetery.

Rossetti published three books of poetry, mostly religious in character,
and four books of devotions.  Her favourite themes were unhappy
love, death, and premature resignation.  Several of her verses became
hymns, among them `In the Bleak Midwinter ' and `Love Came Down
at Christmas'.  

Love is the key of life and death,
Of hidden heavenly mystery:

Of all Christ is, of all He saith,
Love is the key.

We commemorate Christina Rossetti on 27th April.

  From our Registers

We welcome into God's Church by baptism
on 6th March:

Char lotte Elizabeth Rose Whyte
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I told you soŒ

I was recently home in the UK for a brief holiday.  I spent the vast
majority of it down at Bath Uni, where I helped out with the Christian
Union's Mission Week.  As you can imagine, I was incredibly excited
and geared up for a week full of events where we could tell people
about Jesus.

After a few days, however, and this may surprise you all a great
dealŒ I started to get a little negative.  You see, the organisers had
decided to change things round a lot and go for a different pattern of
events.  I wasn't a great fan of this as it cut down on our opportunities
to talk to people and seemed to sap enthusiasm and motivation from
the CU members.

But when faced with things that we do not agree with, how should we
react?  Should we complain vehemently until things get changed?  Or
just leave it and hope it gets better?  Or some sort of compromise?

Well the compromise was my option of choice.  I tried to talk to them
about the things that I was not happy about, with the intention of
making sure that we ªdid not make the same mistakes next yearº ± yet
I found myself constantly fighting against the urge to blame people.

Samuel Johnson once said of critics: ªYou may scold a carpenter who
has made you a bad table, though you cannot make a table.º  We have
to be careful to understand the other person's position.  I had to
understand why they had decided to change the format this year.

But how do we go about correcting people when we (think we) know
that they are wrong?  2 Tim 3:16 says that ªAll Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training
in righteousness.º  All these attributes seem to imply a wiser Christian
using the Bible to change a less wise Christian's viewpoint on an
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issue.  This can be quite dangerous if you are speaking to a Christian
in authority over you.  Some may take offence if a ªyoungerº
Christian comes to them, trying to prove them wrong.  After all, they
are in authority for a reasonŒ

But at the same time, we have to ensure that wrong decisions are
corrected.  We must address the issue sensitively.  Consider the
following Bible verse: ªLet your conversation be always full of grace,
seasoned with saltº (Col 4:6).  

It is also important to not go around complaining to other people.
Jesus said ªIf your brother sins against you, go and show him his
fault, just between the two of you.º (Matthew 18:15).  The passage
goes on to instruct us what to do if he does not listen, but I will let
you read that yourselves.  The important thing to remember is that if
you start complaining to others first then the brother (the one you
wanted to correct) will become annoyed that you did not speak to him
directly on the matter and may be harder to persuade.

As it turned out, the Mission Week still went well.  God was still in
control despite my limited faith in the organisation.  For example, I
ended up doing a total of 9 questionnaires on the central parade (I've
talked about these questionnaires before!), telling 8 of them the
Gospel, and speaking to one of those for about 40 minutes!  You see,
it isn't about the number of people that I get to speak to, but that I
speak to the right ones.  God obviously had 8 in mind for meŒ

God has often used weakness to show His strength or to further His
will (think of Moses who was terrified of public speaking or even
Balaam's donkey!).  We may think things are completely wrong, but
God can still use them in a far more ingenious way than would be
possible if things were organised logically!

Steve Greenhill

Who said this?

” Science is what you know.  Philosophy is what you don't know.•
(Answer on page 22)
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” I am the vine, you are the branches•  (John 15:5)

On the Grapevine       

 We were pleased to welcome Mary Bennett to the choir in
March, redressing the male/female balance and giving us

sufficient numbers so that we can now split the choir and use the stalls
on both sides.  There is plenty of room for more voices and altos
would be especially welcome.  Please talk to Tessa Walker , Hugh
Brocklehurst or any member of the choir if you are interested.

Tony Dickinson was away in Sweden for a few days in mid-
March.  Thanks to James Mukunga and Martin Peirce for

deputising for him at our services on Passion Sunday.  Martin tackled
the job of preaching about the difficult Gospel reading (the raising of
Lazarus from the dead) by giving his address before he read the
passage of scripture.  This certainly helped to focus the minds of the
congregation on what he was reading.  

 Also on Passion Sunday we welcomed Edward McCall in the
afternoon as our guest organ recitalist.  An audience of about fifty

people enjoyed a varied selection of music.  For your scribe the
highlights were Edward's terrific performances of two wonderful
pieces of French music (Guilmant's D minor Sonata and Widor's
famous Toccata), which showed what a superb instrument we have in
our church.

 And finally... congratulations to our First Sunday musician
Matthew Edmonds who, playing the clarinet, was joint winner

of the Advanced Section of the High Wycombe Music Centre's annual
Soloist's Competition.  His winning performance was of the third
movement of Poulenc's Sonata for Clarinet and Piano, accompanied
by Tim Venvell (Head of Music at the Royal Grammar School).

This month's grapes have been harvested entirely by your editor and therefore
are biased to reflect his involvements and interests.  If you would like to redress
the balance then he is always keen to receive items of news about local people
and events for this column.
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Voluntary Vacancies

Why not put your spare time to good use by working in a voluntary capacity?
Volunteer Focus can give you information about what us available.  Here are a
few of the organisations currently looking for help:

· Could you spare a few hours a week to help a Marlow
playgroup for children with special needs?  If you have the
time and some experience of being with children the
Oppor tunity Playgroup would like to hear from you.  They
need help on any weekday morning but are particularly
looking for someone who could help them on Thursdays.  

· Iain Rennie Hospice at Home and the South Bucks Hospice
are both looking for volunteers to help them in their charity
shops.  The role is varied - sorting and pricing donated goods,
serving customers and working on the tills.  You need to enjoy
being part of a team and should have good people skills.

· The National Trust have opportunities for volunteers in their
properties locally as room stewards.  Give us a call to find out
more.

More information?  Call Volunteer Focus on a  451700.  

Office hours are Monday - Friday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  An answerphone is
available outside these hours. 

You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk 
or call at:  The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe.

The Wycombe & District Volunteer Bureau -  is supported by Wycombe District
Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.

Answer to the question on page 20:

Ber trand Russell  
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Green Spot

A Christian ecological lifestyle
Individuals can make many positive lifestyle choices to care for the
environment.  One buzz phrase that is sometimes used is to `live more
simply that others may simply live'. Jesus gave a profound
understanding to simple lifestyles.  When preaching the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus said that you cannot worship both God and money
(Matthew 6:24) and called people not to store up riches on earth but in
heaven, for our heart will be where our riches are (Matthew 6:19-21). 

The following passage is part of the sermon preached at the service to
dedicate Eco-Congregation to God at St Paul's Cathedral by the Rt
Revd and Rt Hon. Richard Chartres, the Bishop of London, whilst
drawing on Matthew 6:24-30:

ªJesus Christ is meditating on anxiety and faith. Anxiety and
competition inevitably flow from a picture of the self as fulfilled by
being an individual consumer of goods and having access to a range
of commodities.  That is how the self is encouraged to see itself by the
propaganda which surrounds us and stimulates our cravings. By
contrast our soul is not something which just exists and whose
appetites demand to be satisfied.  The soul is formed in relationship
with others.  The soul develops to the extent that we are related to
God the Beyond All and to his Creation...

Our profoundest motivation comes not from fear but from the gospel
that we can only express and explore together. Be not anxious for
yourself what to consume or what commodity to have next, rather pay
attention to your soul which forms as we relate to God and neighbour
and which comes as a gift from Jesus Christ who has brought us home
to God.º

Green choices are not simply about living today that others may have
life tomorrow, but more profoundly that true life is found when we
seek a fulfilling relationship with God rather than seeking fulfilment
through material possessions.

 (Used with permission from www.ecocongregation.org.)
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Who‘s Who at St Francis‘
All telephone numbers are local - STD code 01494

Vicar The Revd Canon Tony Dickinson               a  520676
St Francis' Vicarage
High Wycombe  HP13 5AB

tony.dickinson@ukonline.co.uk

Reader (training) Valerie Evans a  531023
Churchwarden Keith Gordon a  531570
Churchwarden Valerie Jones a  439154

Church Cleaning Organiser Vacant
Flower Rota Organiser Rosemary Bossingham a  441809
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps a  816416
Magazine Subs/Distribution June Findlow a  524491
Organist Tessa Walker a  441698
PCC Secretary John Norton a  437105
PCC Treasurer Veronica Edmonds a  526346
Sacristan Mary Phipps a  816416
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson a  520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps a  816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock a  534634

Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock a  451771
Church Hall Office a  462911
Church Hall Pay-phone a  462909

Magazine Editor Tim Edmonds
90 Green Hill
High Wycombe  HP13 5QE

a  526346

tfedmonds@btopenworld.com

Webmaster Keith Walter
klwalter@bigfoot.com

a  442415

Website:  http://parishes.oxford.anglican.org/terriers/

 If you know of any changes to the above list, please share this
with the Vicar, Webmaster and Magazine Editor.
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