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Who‘s Who at St Francis
Vicar Canon Tony Dickinson               

St Francis Vicarage
High Wycombe  HP13 5AB

Telephone (01494) 520676
Email vicar@terrierschurch.org.uk

Churchwardens Keith Gordon (01494) 531570
Valerie Jones (01494) 439154

Reader  (training) Valerie Evans (01494) 531023

Church Hall  Office (01494) 462911
Pay-phone (01494) 462909

a   Contact Telephone Directory  a

What? Who?  (01494)
Children‘s Society Hazel Noakes 530273
Christian Aid Lunches Joyce Dowsett 438859
Church Cleaning Organiser Vacant -
Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock 451771
Editor Tim Edmonds 526346
Electoral Roll Officer Dennis Mayger 523372
Flower Rota Organiser Molly Braisher 436768
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps 816416
Healing Group Brenda Matthews 439685
Julian Group Jean Finlan 528090
Magazine Subs/Distribution June Findlow 524491
Organist/Choir Tessa Shaw 441698
PCC Secretary John Norton 437105
PCC Treasurer Mick Relf 530808
Quiet Days Jean Finlan 528090
Sacristan Mary Phipps 816416
Saturday Morning Prayer Group Val Evans 531023
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson 520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps 816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock 534634
Walkers Unite(d) Keith Gordon 531570
Webmaster Tim Edmonds 526346
Whist Club Terry Dean 532016
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Parish Magazine — April 2006

Easter - the empty tomb
(photo of a typical Jewish tomb at Bethany, near Jerusalem)

• Details of Services and other church activities are in the Diary
section on the centre pages.

• Contact details for church officers are opposite.

Publication date for next edition:  Sunday 30th Apr il

Copy deadline:  Sunday 16th April

Your written or photographic contributions are welcome.  
Hand-written copy is fine, but electronic (plain text or rich text format
preferred) saves editorial time.  For photographs most formats are acceptable
(prints, slides or digital) but please do not attempt to email digital images larger
than 1MB!  I can read most digital camera cards direct.  If in doubt, please ask.

Tim Edmonds, 90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE
Telephone:  (01494) 526346

Email:  editor@terrierschurch.org.uk
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Easter People
”We are an Easter people•, St Augustine of Hippo told his
congregation in North Africa sixteen centuries ago.  ”We are an Easter
people and •Alleluia!‘ is our song.•  

We are an Easter people, because the Church would not exist without
the resurrection.  Without the events of the first Easter morning, Jesus
would be simply one more in the long line of those who have spoken
truth to power and suffered for that, a line that stretches from Socrates
in ancient Athens to Janani Luwum and Oscar Romero in the life-time
of most people who will be reading this magazine.  The resurrection
makes all the difference.

But, as the abrupt ending to St Mark‘s Gospel makes clear, with the
terrified women running from the empty tomb, the resurrection is
anything but a conventional ”happy ending•.  It comes at the end of
three days in which betrayal, abandonment, torture, and humiliation
reach their climax with the death of Jesus, a death that was not only
agonising and shameful, but one which, according to Jewish law, put
those who suffered it under God‘s curse.  It is hardly surprising,
therefore, that Jesus‘ last intelligible words in Mark‘s Gospel are ”My
God, my God, why did you forsake me?•

The resurrection does not simply reverse this situation; it totally
transforms it.  In the resurrection, God answers the question which is
asked repeatedly in the Gospels, ”Who is this?•  As St Paul says in his
letter to Rome, Jesus is ”declared to be the Son of God with power
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead.•
More than that, in vindicating a crucified man, God has revealed Jesus
as the one in whom life and hope triumph over despair and death and

4



himself as the one who overcomes all human division, even divisions
which are apparently sanctioned by divine commandment.  God
makes it clear at Easter that there is no situation so desperate that it is
beyond his power to transform.

If we are truly ªEaster peopleº, then, we live by the knowledge that
there is no limit to God's love; that, however far we may fall, his arms
of compassion are there to bear us up.  If we are truly Easter people,
we live in the light of God's triumph over death and the transforming
freedom which that brings. 

So we sing our song.  ªAlleluiaº comes to us from Hebrew via Greek
and Latin.  ªHallel u Jahº means ªPraise Yahº — ªthe LORDº in
English Bibles.  As we sing ªAlleluiaº we praise God, as the One who
revealed himself to Abraham and Moses, the One who is and who will
be, the LORD of all creation.  ªAlleluiaº is the song of the pilgrims
on their way to God's city.  ªAlleluiaº is the song of the saints in
heaven.  It is a song of joy and thanksgiving.  Sometimes it is as
triumphantly full-throated as a football chant, sometimes a silent
melody in the depths of the heart.  Always it is a reminder that God's
love never fails us; that however dark and hopeless life may seem,
pain and death are not God's last words to his creation.

As we follow Jesus through the darkness of Holy Week and pass
beyond it into the light and joy of Easter, may we discover in our own
lives the truth that St Augustine proclaimed to the people of Hippo
1600 years ago, ªWe are an Easter people and •Alleluia!' is our song.º

Tony Dickinson

     Thought for the month     

•The great gi ft of Easter  is hope — Chr istian hope
which makes us have that confidence in God, in 

his ul timate tr iumph, and in his goodness
and love, which nothing can shake.‘

(Basil C. Hume)
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How you can help...

...after the Lent Project has ended
You can continue to support Iain Rennie Hospice at Home after Easter
in many different ways.  Every gift, large or small, of money or time,
brings real benefits for patients and families as it enables IRHH to
provide the specialist nursing care and support they need.

· You can make a one-off donation at any time by cheque, cash,
credit or debit card or CAF voucher.

· Regular pledged giving by standing order is particularly
appreciated, as it enables IRHH to budget and plan ahead.
You can also use your employer's Payroll Giving scheme.

· You can keep a collecting box at home to save your small
change.

· You can become a Friend of IRHH in return for a small annual
donation (minimum £5) or an IRHH Vice President for a more
substantial regular donation (minimum £500).

· IRHH relies very heavily on volunteers in all area of its work.
If you have a few hours to spare, they can probably put your
skills to good use.

· You could join the local fundraising group.

· You could organise an event of your own to raise funds for
them (and they will be glad to offer practical help and
publicity).

· There are IRHH shops in High Wycombe (Desborough Road),
Beaconsfield and Amersham, staffed mainly by volunteers,
where you will be welcome to browse and buy.

· After remembering your family and friends, you may wish to
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leave a legacy to IRHH, and they offer a free Will Writing
service.

· Working in collaboration with five other local hospices,
including the South Bucks Hospice, IRHH has established a
fundraising lottery.  For a £1 chance, you could win £1000 (as
somebody in our congregation did a couple of years ago!).
You can become one of over 12,000 regular members of the
Hospice Lottery playing every week, or you can buy
occasional tickets.

If you are interested in pursuing any of these options, or have any
questions, please contact me on 816416 and I will put you in touch
with the appropriate person at IRHH or supply you with the
appropriate information. Generous people support IRHH in a
multitude of ways and there seems to be no limit to their imagination
and energy when it comes to raising funds for a cause in which they
truly believe.

Mary Phipps
IRHH Church Contact

In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:
Gaynor Chambers, Eileen Chapman, Marie Coker, Linda Courtney, Keith
Gordon, Millie Graham, Jean and Michael Hedgeland, Elizabeth Lampson,
Cyril Mines, Joy and Ray Smith, Ken Smith, John West, Jill White, Dorothy
Williams, Diane Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Jean Barber, Stephen Benfell, Harold Blewitt, Brian and Margareta Bower,
Jenny Butterfield, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, Frank Day, Joyce Dibbes,
Frances Edmonds, Phyllis and Michel Fudge, David Gill, Norah Glennon,
James Golightly, Florence Holmes, Anna and Frank Jervis, Joyce Lazlett, Zack
Leeper, Bettina Michels and her family, Angela Norton, Marie Norton, Marcia
Powell, Doris Skilton, Rhiannon Streeter, Steven Tomori, Hugh Williams,
Thelma Wright.
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Prayer Visiting
in the Parish of St. Andrew‘s, Hatters Lane

At St Francis, the church council has been discussing whether we should start a
•Prayer Visiting‘ scheme in the parish.  What does this mean?  To answer that
question, Barbara Prior explains what they have been doing at St Andrew‘s.

Back in April 2003 the Mission & Community Committee asked the
question ªHow can we reach out to the Community in which St.
Andrew's resides?º  We were encouraged to read Beyond the Fringe
by Nick Pollard in which he explained that we should pray as a
church for the streets in our Parish.  Nick described how it had begun
and the results that were achieved through prayer visiting.

Visiting and Praying for each road

After a long discussion and prayer, we agreed that:

1 We would call to deliver a letter to each home in a chosen
street before the actual visiting.  If there were no answer, a slip
would be delivered to say that we had called.

2 People might tell us their prayer needs then, or they could
contact the church office by returning a card, or by email or a
phone message.  It was very important that the messages were
listened to regularly.  If the prayer needs were urgent, the
visitor might pray there and then, but taking care about
personal safety (they carry a badge of identification).

3 Visiting would be in daylight and by teams. In the autumn it
was suggested that Saturday morning might be a suitable time.

4 There would need to be a co-ordinator of the whole scheme
and teams of four people to do the visiting, with each gender
represented in each team.

5 One street was selected for a trial run and members of this
Committee would do the visiting.  After that, we would review
the process and, if necessary, make changes.  

We produced a letter for delivery to each house in the road to be
visited.  Then, a couple of days later, a team called round asking if
there were any prayer requests.  From three pilot runs we had a
number of requests which were prayed for on the following Sundays.

8



Following these we have now decided to visit once a month and
include requests in the prayer time on the first Sunday in the month.
We estimate that the time required is two hours either on a Saturday
morning or in the evening (during spring and summer time) and out of
these visits has arisen the opportunity for the Pastoral team to follow-
up any special needs.   It has been an encouraging endeavour and is a
means of getting to know folk who live in our parish. 

What Did People Want Us To Pray For?

Three times in recent months a small group from St. Andrews have
delivered a letter to the people living in a particular street in our
District, and a few days later have called to hear whether they had
anything that they wanted us to pray for.  One member of the group,
writes about the experience: 

ªBehold, we stood at the doors and knockedº (or rang bells, where
available).  I felt a bit sorry for some of the bleary-eyed people who
heard our knocks (or rings) and opened their doors to us that Saturday
morning, not really awake enough to answer our question about
whether or not they had anything that they'd like St Andrew's to pray
for in the forthcoming week.  But someone had been round a couple
of days before, delivering letters telling them that we'd be calling to
ask them this; and so some had taken the forewarning as an
opportunity to forearm themselves.  Some were politely confident that
there was nothing that they needed to talk to us about (even they
didn't escape our ministrations entirely — they got a leaflet telling
them about the services at St Andrew's).  Some were equally politely
confident that there was something they'd like to talk to us about.
The most encouraging moments were of course of the latter sort,
moments where - for a minute or two - one was invited to share in
someone's life as they spoke openly about their personal triumphs or
struggles or about some more •global' issue that was on their minds
and hearts. As one would expect, some letters had fallen on stony
doormats and the like and some had fallen where they did yield fruit
that sprang up and increased, fruit which it was very heartening to
help gather.º

Everybody involved in the visiting has found it most worthwhile,
ensuring that more people in our area know what we are about. 

Barbara Prior
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From the Editor

Last year we started supplying copies of the Parish Magazine in a
large format to subscribers who requested it.  We currently have two
people who have taken up this option, which gives them the identical
content but printed on double-size paper with an A4 page size instead
of A5.  

To test demand, during 2006 our printers (PDC Copyprint) have
kindly agreed to supply ten copies a month in this large format at no
extra cost.  Each month some of these are available on the table at the
back of church for casual purchase.  If you would like to try one, or
know someone else who might benefit from the larger print size, do
buy one at the normal price of 50p a copy.  

I would appreciate some feedback on this experiment — please let me
know if you find it helpful.

Tim Edmonds

Lighthouse 2006

This year, in addition to the Hazlemere L ighthouse event at Sir
William Ramsay School, there will also be a High Wycombe

Lighthouse in Terr iers par ish at the Royal Grammar School! 

Both events take place from 
Monday 24th July to Fr iday 28th July

Helpers are needed for both venues.  

For information and an application form, please visit:
www.lighthouseadmin.org or www.lighthousehazlemere.org.uk

or telephone (01494) 714012
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Lent Project Events and Activities
Here are some of ways that you can support the Lent Project:

Hwæt!  The English language — from Old to Middle

By popular demand Sally Jervis will be repeating the illustrated talk
she gave last year on the story of the English language from its Anglo-
Saxon roots to the end of the Norman period.  This takes place in
church on Thursday 6th April at 8.00 p.m. and there will be a
collection in aid of the Lent Project.

The lecture will be followed by •appropriate' refreshments. 

Come and listen to Focus on Palm Sunday

The youth choir Focus, from Stavanger in Norway, are visiting High
Wycombe in April.  They will be giving a performance in aid of our
Lent Project in church on Palm Sunday, 9th April at 6.30 p.m. 

Do come along and support this event — and why not bring a friend?

Do you need a personal (computer) trainer?

Have you got a home computer, but find it difficult to use?  Are you
mesmerised by email, intimidated by the internet, worried by your
word-processor? Maybe you seem to •lose' things without knowing
why.  Perhaps you have to rely on children, grandchildren or
neighbours to get you out of a mess.   If you are terrified of your PC,
or just confused by all the jargon, then help is at hand.  During Lent
Tim Edmonds is offering an hour of one-to-one training for a
minimum donation of £10 to the Lent Project.  Training will be on
your home PC and personalised to your needs — talk to Tim to find out
more.  Remember there is no such thing as a dumb question! 

There's still time to see if Tim can help you.  
Call him on (01494) 526346. 
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APRIL

     Dates for your Diary      

Updated regularly on the parish website:
 www.ter r ierschurch.org.uk

1 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
9.30 a.m. Walkers Unite(d) — see notice board for details

2 Sun Lent 5
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

4 Tue 8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting — a time of contemplative prayer
5 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

8.00 p.m. Baptism Preparation
6 Thu 2.00 p.m. Whist Club (Hall) — all welcome

8.00 p.m. Hwæt! The story of the English language

7 Fri 8.30 p.m. Meditation and Compline
8 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
9 Sun Palm Sunday

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Procession of Palms and Parish Communion

6.30 p.m. Concert by Focus Youth Choir from Stavanger

10 Mon Monday in Holy Week

8.00 p.m. House Communion — see Sunday Bulletin for details
11 Tue Tuesday in Holy Week

8.00 p.m. House Communion — see Sunday Bulletin for details
12 Wed Wednesday in Holy Week

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
13 Thu Maundy Thursday

7.00 p.m. The Lord's Supper — this service takes place within the
setting of a meal.  To help with catering, please sign the list in
church or ring the Vicarage if you intend to be present. 
The church will be open until:
11.45 p.m. Night Prayer
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14 Fri Good Friday

10.00 a.m. Footsteps in the Garden
A Good Friday service for all ages, with hot cross buns to follow
2.00 p.m. The Last Hour ± we stand under the cross
This service includes Holy Communion from the reserved sacrament

15 Sat Easter Eve

9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
10.00 p.m. Easter Vigil ± we wait in darkness beside the tomb
11.30 p.m. Easter Liturgy ± we celebrate with bonfire and candlelight

16 Sun *** Copy deadline for the May Parish Magazine ***
Easter Day
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism
With Prayer at the Easter Garden and an Easter-egg hunt
12.00 noon Lunch Club (The Terriers)

17 Mon 8.00 p.m. Holy Communion for Monday in Easter Week
18 Tue 8.00 p.m. Holy Communion for Tuesday in Easter Week
19 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) for Wednesday in Easter Week

2.30 p.m. Skylarks begin again after the Easter break
20 Thu 2.00 p.m. Whist Club (Hall) - all welcome

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion for Thursday in Easter Week
21 Fri 12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)

7.00 p.m. Holy Communion for Friday in Easter Week
22 Sat 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion
23 Sun Easter 2

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion 
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
with prayer for healing in the Lady Chapel after the service
11.30 a.m. Annual Church Meeting (Hall)
followed by a ”bring and share• Lunch

24 Mon St George - see page 16

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion
25 Tue St Mark

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion
26 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks
29 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
30 Sun Easter 3  Publication day for the May Parish Magazine

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism
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Readings for April

Sunday, 2nd April:  Lent  5 (Passion Sunday)
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 

Sunday, 9th April:  Palm Sunday
Mark 11:1-11; Isaiah 50: 4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11; 
Mark 14:1-15:end

Thursday, 13th  April:  Maundy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1-4,11-14; 1 Cor inthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17,31b-35

Friday, 14th April:  Good Friday (The Last Hour)
Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Hebrews 10:16-25; John 18:1-19:end

Saturday, 15th April:  Easter Eve (Easter Vigil)
Genesis 22:1-18; Exodus 14:10-end, 15:20-21; Ezekiel 37:1-14;
Romans 6:3-11; Mark 16:1-8

Sunday, 16th April:  Easter Day (Easter 1)
Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18

Saturday, 23rd April:  Easter 2
Acts 4:32-35; John 20:19-end

Sunday, 30th April:  Easter 3
Acts 3:12-19; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48

  From our Registers

We welcome into God's Church by baptism
on 26th March

Joshua John Lamb

14



Twenty years of fighting poverty in Africa 
This month it is 20 years since Workaid was set up by a small
ecumenical group of Christians in Amersham.  Meeting at the time of
the Ethiopian famine, the group wanted to do something practical to
help alleviate the terrible starvation and suffering that was being
reported on the news. There were charities already set up to offer
emergency aid, but the group felt there was a need for more long-term
assistance that would enable people to rebuild their lives after a
famine or, better still, to have a sustainable means of earning a living
which would stop them falling into abject poverty in the first place. 

Workaid was launched to collect unwanted tools in the UK, repair
them and send them to vocational training projects, giving individuals
skills and equipment to learn a trade and support themselves and their
families.  From that original group of a dozen volunteers, working in
a shed, Workaid now has 170 volunteers repairing tools in a workshop
at Amersham (generously provided by GE Healthcare) and a further
100 volunteers all over the UK who  collect and store donated items.

Since 1986 Workaid has supplied 7,680 sewing machines, 910
knitting machines, 4,348 tool kits and 841 miscellaneous items to
1,353 projects in 49 countries, improving the lives of an estimated
40,500 people living in some of the world's poorest communities.  

To mark this tremendous achievement, Workaid is holding a weekend
of celebrations at Amersham Free Church, Woodside Road, on 22nd

and 23rd April.  On Saturday from 11.00 a.m to 4.00 p.m. this will
include displays of work, talks by overseas partners and tours of the
workshop.  Then at 7.30 p.m. there is a concert by the Newland
singers. On Sunday there will be a thanksgiving service at 10.30 a.m.
with an address by one of Workaid's patrons, the Reverend Dr Colin
Morris, a Radio 4 Thought for the Day contributor and the BBC's
former head of religious programmes.  Please join us if you can.

For further information contact Ray Richards: 
Telephone (01494) 765506 or Email admin@workaid.org
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23rd April:  Who was St George?
St George is best known today as the Patron Saint of England and for
the legend of his dragon-slaying exploits.    The reality is less certain,
but he lived in the 3rd century and died c.303 in Palestine as a martyr
during the persecutions of Diocletian.  A cult grew up around George
as a powerful helper against evil powers affecting individual lives.
This took on a new dimension for England during the Crusades of the
13th century with the adoption of the St George's banner (white with a
red cross) first by the Crusaders and then as the national flag.  He
became a popular dedication for churches (over 160 in England) and
as a subject for works of art - often with a dragon.  His day is 23rd

April, which this year falls on a Sunday in Eastertide so (by the rules
governing festivals) he is commemorated instead on 24th April. 

A 14th century wallpainting of St George in the Church of All Saints at
Little Kimble, near Princes Risborough.  (Photo by Tim Edmonds)
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Helen Berhane
Our adopted prisoner-of-conscience

Helen Berhane is a well known gospel singer in Eritrea, particularly
popular with young people.  On 13th May 2004, shortly after she
released an album of Christian music, Helen was
arrested when she refused to sign a document
pledging to end all participation in Christian
activities, effectively forcing her to abandon her
faith.  She is one of almost 150 women members
of banned evangelical churches who have been
detained without charge or trial on account of
their religious beliefs.  Amnesty International,
who are campaigning on her behalf, believes that
since this date Helen has been imprisoned in a metal shipping
container at Mai Serwa military camp, north of the capital Asmara.
Such containers have no washing or toilet facilities, and are
swelteringly hot during the day and freezing cold at night.

Despite promises of release if she abandons her faith and religious
singing, Helen has persistently refused to do so.  She is a member of
the Rema church, one of several minority Christian churches not
officially recognized by the state of Eritrea.  In May 2002 the
government of Eritrea ordered the closure of all churches except those
representing four recognised faiths ± Orthodox, Catholic, Lutheran
and Islam. This followed the establishment of a compulsory
registration scheme for all religious organisations under the
Department for Religious Affairs.  Though minority churches were
reportedly willing to comply with these demands the process was
fraught with difficulties and so most were unable to do so.  Arrests of
members of unauthorised minority religions followed.

Amnesty International is concerned for Helen's welfare and is calling
for her immediate and unconditional release as a prisoner of
conscience, detained solely for the peaceful exercise of her right to
freedom of religion.  We at St Francis are supporting this campaign.
Already many of our members have sent cards to the authorities in
Eritrea ± further information is available on the table at the back of
church, or from Tony Dickinson.

(Based on material from Amnesty International)
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Everything in life is free

Recently, I was given a bunch of flowers.  Now I don't know about
you, but this really isn't an everyday occurrence for me.  Before you
ask, no ± they weren't from a young lady; but if I can beg your
indulgence for a few moments, I'd like to tell you why I was given
them.

Every year, Bath University Christian Union has a so-called ªMission
Weekº ± a time when we put on as many events as we can, in order to
tell people about what we believe and why Jesus is so important.  At
one of our lunchtime talks, the speaker was explaining the difference
between following rules ªreligiouslyº and having a relationship with
the living God.

During the talk, he asked if anyone in the room had been having a bad
day.  I'd already had 4 hours of lectures that day, had another 2 to
come and was generally really very tired; so I raised my hand.  And
that's when he pulled a bunch of flowers out from behind a desk and
gave them to me.

The reason he did this was to illustrate a point about God.  I had done
nothing to deserve those flowers:  I had never met the speaker before,
I probably never will again and so I have no opportunity to repay him.
Nor did I ask for them; all I had to do was admit that things weren't
going too well.

And it is exactly the same with God.  He shows His love (albeit not
normally through flowers!) and does not ask us to do anything for it.
We cannot earn our way into God's good books by reading our Bibles,
going to church or giving to the poor.  Nor do we separate ourselves
from God's love by breaking promises, or even by committing
murder.  None of us are good enough to be on a par with God's
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perfection but all we must do is to admit our need for Him, and He
will give us gifts even greater than a bunch of flowers; He will give us
eternal life with Him.  And what's more: He'll give it to us for free!

Let me back this up with a few illustrations from the Bible.  After
creating Adam and Eve, God told them to ªfill the Earth and subdue
it.º  He gave it to them, along with all kinds of food to eat, and saw
that it was good (Genesis 1).  They had no Bible to read, no church to
go to and there was no poverty that they could alleviate.  They had
done nothing to deserve the Earth but it was given nonetheless.  All
they had was their dependence on God to provide for them.

Moving on to the New Testament and the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
taught:  ªWhich of you, if his son asks for bread will give him a
stoneŒ If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give
good gifts to those who ask him!º (Matthew 7).  

God is not in the business of letting people down.  He does not delight
in our misfortunes but wants us to be happy.  And He knows that our
only true joy comes from knowing Him and being friends with Him.
So that's what He offers us through Jesus.  He makes no demands of
our time or other resources, but simply asks that we come to Him as a
child does to his father or mother.

Most people think that Christianity is about us getting into heaven by
doing what God wants us to.  But it's the other way around.  God
offers heaven to us on a plate.  Once we recognise how much it cost
God to make this offer, and once we have accepted it, we start to want
the same things that God wants.  This Easter, let us remember Jesus'
sacrifice and how, through it, he offers us everything.  And he offers it
for free.

Steve Greenhill
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On Sunday 23th April...

...it‘s the Annual Parochial Church Meeting

in the Church Hal l
after  the 10.00 a.m. service

The meeting will be followed by a bring-and-share Parish Lunch

A weekend with Jim Cotter...
...through crafting prayers, conversation, browsing and worship with
one of our most significant Christian thinkers.  Jim is an influential
author of books following themes of:

· Praying the days and seasons

· Exploring the pilgrim path

· Asking questions about sexuality

· Healing

· Celebrating and serving communion

Prayer Workshop:  Saturday 29th April 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. at
Holy Cross Church, Two Mile Ash, Milton Keynes. Cost £15.  Details
from the Revd Chris Collinge, 29 Bradwell Rd, Bradville, Milton
Keynes MK13 7AX (chriscollinge@hotmail.com  01908 314224)

Conversation with, and an oppor tunity to buy Jim‘s books:
Saturday evening, 29th April, 7.30 p.m. at the Church of Christ the
Cornerstone,  Milton Keynes.  Cost £5 including wine/fruit juice and
nibbles ± free if attending the morning workshop.

Jim will preach at the Euchar ist:  Sunday 30th  April, 10.00 a.m. at
St James' Church, New Bradwell, Milton Keynes.
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” I am the vine, you are the branches•  (John 15:5)

On the Grapevine       

 For many years Debbie Green has provided the local news from
Terriers and Totteridge for the Bucks Free Press, including many

items relating to activities at church.  However, changes to the BFP
from the end of March mean that Debbie's services are no longer
required and the local news section has been discontinued.  Thanks
for your work over the years, Debbie.

 Since before last Christmas, Dorothy Williams has been in a
nursing home in Norfolk near her son, Chr istopher , and

daughter-in-law, Rosemary.  She has been so happy there that now
she has decided to stay and will not be returning to Holmer Green.
We wish her well in her new home:  Saxlingham Hall Nursing Home,
Room 28, The Green, Saxlingham Nethergate, Norfolk, NR15 1TH.

 We were sorry to hear of the sudden death of Allan Woods on
14th February. Allan was Non-stipendiary Minister at Terriers

during 1997 and 1998, coming to us from the West Wycombe group
of parishes following the death of Michael Williams.   

 The sermon at Parish Communion on 19th March was given by
Lesley Gor ton, who is the Retail Manager at the Iain Rennie

Hospice at Home.  She is also the daughter of the late Allan Woods
(see above) and was accompanied by her mother Angela.

Thanks to Debbie Green, Jean Pooley and Mary Phipps for input.  News about
local people and events is always welcome.

Who said this?

I  am ready to meet my Maker.  Whether my Maker is prepared
for the great ordeal of meeting me is another matter.  

(Answer on page 22)
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Green Spot

· Don't forget the recycling boxes at the back of church.  There
are two ± one for paper and one for empty printer cartridges. 

· Have the roadworks on the Amersham Road caused problems
for you during the last few weeks?  There's been a good side
to them, however, in that the traffic hold-ups have encouraged
more people to walk to local destinations instead of driving! 

Vir Viridis

A Franciscan Blessing
May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers,

half truths, and superficial relationships,
so that you may live deep within your heart.

May God bless you with anger at injustice,
oppression, and exploitation of people,

so that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace.

May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer
from pain, rejection, starvation, and war,

so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them
and to turn their pain into joy.

And may God bless you with enough foolishness
to believe that you can make a difference in this world,
so that you can do what others claim cannot be done.

Amen

Answer to the question on page 21:

Winston Churchill  
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Could you spare some time to help a local charity or community group? The
Volunteer Centre for Wycombe District (formerly Volunteer Focus) would like to
help you find a suitable role — give a little and you really will gain a lot:

· Volunteer drivers are needed by the Bucks Association for the Blind
and Par tially Sighted to help blind and partially sighted people in the
Princes Risborough area, both regularly and occasionally.  Social club
members need transport from their homes to their monthly club
meetings on the afternoon of the second Tuesday of the month.
Drivers are also needed for occasional social outings.  

· Would you like to have some fun while helping families learn about the
environment and conservation? Wycombe Wildlife Family Group are
looking for a volunteer leader with love and basic knowledge of the
countryside.  Meetings are held once a month on Saturday afternoon.  

· Are you ...a good listener? ...caring? ...practical?  Perhaps you could
train to be a visitor for the Motor Neurone Disease Association.
Visitors call on people with this illness in their homes and provide
support to the clients and their families. 

· The Youth Enquiry Service provides a free and confidential
information service for young people in the Wycombe area.  Volunteers
are needed to staff the service for three hours during the week or on
Saturday.  Full training is given. 

· If you could spare a couple of hours once a week there is an elderly
person locally who would like you to visit them. Age Concern would
like to recruit more volunteer befrienders in this area ± can you help?

For more information about these and the many other volunteer roles currently
available, please call the Volunteer Centre on % 451700.  

We are open Monday to Friday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  An answerphone is
available outside these hours. 

You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk 
or call at:  The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe, HP13 6SL.

Volunteer Focus - The Wycombe & District Volunteer Centre is supported by
Wycombe District Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.

Registered Charity No 1078305
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The church seen from Amersham Hill Gardens (photo by Tim Edmonds)

Accessibility at Terriers Church

Sidesmen are on duty at the main church services to welcome you.
Please ask for assistance if you need it.

There is a car park at the church.  Although no designated disabled
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties are
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors. 

Access is down steps.  A lift is available at the left-hand entrance. 

There is a hearing loop in church.

A large-print version of the service book is available.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

www.ter r ierschurch.org.uk

Front cover picture:  The church tower, complete with its new •flagpole', in the
early Spring sunshine, 7th April 2005  (photo by Tim Edmonds)

24


