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Terriers and Totteridge
Sunday services:

» 8.00 am. Holy Communion (said)

» 10.00 am. Parish Communion (sung)
followed by refreshmentsin the Church Hall

* 6.30 p.m. Evening Service

In addition, there is a said Holy Communion service each
Wednesday at 10.00 a.m.

Full details of these and any additional services are in the Diary
sections later in this magazine.

If you would like a visit from the vicar, or if there is anything you would
like to discuss, please give your name and address to him or one of the
Churchwardens, or telephone to arrange a visit

I Thought for the month I

“Aim at heaven and you will get earth thrown in.
Aim at earth and you get neither.

(C. S. Lewis)

Press date

The February issue of the magazine is planned for publication
on Sunday 30" January 2005. Please make sure that your
contributions are with the editor by Sunday 16" January.

Editor: Tim Edmonds a 526346
90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE
e-mail: tfedmonds@btopenworld.com

Cover picture: & Francis' Church from Amersham Hill Gardens after a
light fall of snow, 1% February 2003. Photo by Tim Edmonds)
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Old YearE New Year@E

As 2004 draws to its close, how will you remember it? As a
year in which hopes were fulfilled or as a year of
disappointments? And how, in the light of this year's
experience, will you look forward to 2005? With eager
anticipation or with anxiety?

Most of us, | suspect, will have very mixed feelings both about
the recent past and about the future. Even in our largely
peaceful and prosperous society there is a widespread sense of
insecurity, an anxiety that our present well-being cannot last and
that the pleasures and profits of the moment are to be seized
beforeit all goes horribly wrong. And we are the fortunate ones.
In many parts of the world, it already has gone " horribly wronge
—hot only in Iraq, to take the most obvious example, but also in
many parts of Africa and Asia and, in the eyes of some at least,
in North as well as South America.

In such a climate the tendency is for the "havese to batten down
the hatches and bar the doors against the ”have-notss, whether
they be economic migrants, asylum-seekers, or
the disenchanted and despairing young of our
own cities and towns, where the rising rate of
suicide among the young (especially young men),
the social and medical problems of binge drinking
and obesity and the widespread reports of drug-
related crime are all signs of a world which is far
from being at peace with itself. That tendency, however, has
nothing to do with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

At Christmas we remember how God entered his world. The
hymns and carols that we sing and the Scriptures that we hear
and read tell of God coming on earth in a human life, homeless,
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vulnerable and poor, in a country under military occupation, but

long familiarity with those words means that we don‘t always

make the connections between then and now. Our awareness of

the redlity that lies behind the Christmas

message has become dulled by the sanitised

stable of the average Nativity scene and our

society‘s remoteness from peasant life. For

many people, even committed Christians, the

stories which Luke and Matthew tell about the

birth of Jesus often seem little more than

sanctified fairy-tales. But in telling the stories they do in the

way they do, Luke and Matthew are showing us precisely why

the birth of Jesus is Good News for the world. If we read them

aright, they help us to understand that God comes to us in our

insecurity and anxiety; that God reaches out to the powerless

and the marginalised, the disenchanted and despairing. God
offers them all the security of his love and a
well-being that isn‘t tied to material
prosperity. The wise men don‘t find Jesus in
the king‘s palace. What they find there is fear
and suspicion and murderous intent hidden
beneath warm words. They find Jesus in a

small town, a place so insignificant that it would not have

appeared on any of the route maps with which the great empires

of the ancient world measured out their territory.

God comes to us ill in the insignificant places, in the
ordinariness of our life. He comes to share and to bless, to bring
hope and well-being. He still is Immanuel, aGod-with-us®,
healing our hurts and sharing our joys and sorrows. May you
know his presence this Christmas time and experience his peace
throughout the coming year, whatever it may bring.

ghdd

Tony Dickinson



Time and Talents No 26
Leading the Family Service

Oh no, Tony's chasing us with his diary! It must mean it's our
turn for the Family Service. However as life is adways so hectic
in this household we have to pre-book for a few months ahead
when we expect a clear patch and won't let him down. The date
goes on the calendar.

Things then go quiet, having agreed the day well in advance we
have plenty of time to get organised, don't we...? Suddenly the
Sunday fast approaches and with a few weeks to go we start to
think about what we might use for @ur bit® of the service.

WEe girls are reminded that the Family service is only a couple of
weeks away a0h no, time to do the Family Service again®. But
really it's not that bad! First we hunt down all

the prayer books that we have received as

presents. We then search through to find the

religious passages that would be appropriate or

could be adapted for us to read out. We type

these out and any prayers we think up that would

be good to use and also include anything relevant

for that week.

Dad also searches the internet to see what ideas there might be
for appropriate prayers to combine with
those we have already found or put together
a home. As wel as providing some
valuable content #he web® can be very
frustrating as you sift through to try and find
something appropriate and relevant.

Tony has told us what the topic will be and we try to find
prayers that fit in with the theme of the day. During the week
before the service he pops round to give us a copy of the
readings and let us know of any particular arrangements that we
need to fit in with. We can then discuss what we are intending
to use and get any hints or ideas that could also be helpful.
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But what now? It al has to be put together on a sheet from
which to read at the service. The girls prayers and the extracts
from the internet are added into one document, changed, moved
and put into an order that will lead the congregation in prayer.

All of us then decide which sections we are going to do. The
girlswill read the prayers. The readings are decided on length; |
get the longest, well that's easy anyway. This agreed, the
prayers can finally be finished with the right names and printed
off —copies for each of us. In the few days left before the
service they will be used for some practice in aquiet corner.

Sunday arrives, 10:00 am. service. We must get there early,
front row —no sneaking in the back at the last minute today.

We girls must know what we are to do, at what point in the
service do we get up, is the microphone working, will Daddy be
coming up with us, is the microphone at the right height...?
Then finally we sit down and wait, excited until our turn! When
we get to read,” it is funny hearing your own voice booming out
from all the speakers and everyone's eyes on you but it all seems
to go very quickly. Also we like doing our part in the service as
it shows the congregation what we care about and it is really
nice for us children (and Mum and Dad) when people stop us
after the service and say they enjoyed it.

TheWest Family

Walkers Unite(d)

There will be no walks during December
and January - the next walk will be in
February 2005.




Pilgrims* Reflections

At the end of October Tony Dickinson led a Pilgrimage to
Greece ¢In the Footsteps of & Paul*. The party of pilgrims from
Terriers was joined by a group from the Catholic Parish of &
Mary & S Michael, Sepney, and several from other churches.
Thanks to Anne and Jeff Payne (of Terriers) and Janet and
Patrick Doyle (of Hull) for sending in the reports from which
this article has been compiled, and to Liz Coveney for the group
photo. Jeff and Anne also lent the tickets which form some of
the other illustrations.

The pilgrims certainly managed to pack plenty of sightseeing
into their short stay, as recalled by Anne and Jeff: 2Over the
week we visited many
beautiful places including
Philippi, Kavala, Vergina,
Kalambaka, Delphi, Athens
and Ancient Corinth (where
we aso saw the Corinth
Cana which links the
lonian Sea and the Aegean
Sea). We explored many
museums,  archaeological
sites and buildings, such as the Acropolis (Parthenon and Mars
Hill) and the Holy Meteora (the Monastery of St. Stephen).©
Many were, in Janet's words: 2..places we had read about and
dreamed of going to: sacred Christian places where the voice of
Paul, our apostle - the
apostle to the Gentiles, came
clearly down the centuries,
and secular dites, statues,
tombs and jewellery so
ancient - and of such quality
- that it took your breath
away. It was hard sometimes
to believe we were realy
there.”




But it was more than just sightseeing, as Anne and Jeff point
out: @Throughout the journey at poignant places where St. Paul
had stayed we had prayers which were read by Anglican,
Catholic or Baptist pilgrims. This gave the pilgrimage an
ecumenical feel for which we consider ourselves very
privileged, especially with the thought of St. Paul having been at
these particular places.®

Janet echoes this sentiment: 2Being with a group of fellow
Christians, to be able to talk about our faith, to worship in the
open air at sacred sites, was something that you could not do on
a private visit. The ecumenical experience was good and we all
learnt much from each other, and above all from sharing
Eucharist and Mass - especially with Greek and immigrant
communities.  We met Anglican Nigerians and Catholic
Filipinos, and listened to a rhythmic African choir singing a
hymn in Swahili and English.°

For Patrick some of the highlights were 2he sharing of morning
prayer at the very spots where Paul had preached, being among
the Corinthians, Philippians and Thessalonians, and in particular
standing beside the river where Lydia and her household, the
first European Christians, were baptised.®

The pilgrims at the place where Lydia was baptised,
Philippi, 25" October 2004 (Photo by Liz Coveney)
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Patrick was struck by the richness of the Greek Orthodox

tradition, particularly &he
constant stream of
worshippers to their churches
to light candles, bless

themselves and venerate the
icons. Here was a sense of a
community which still
believed and related their faith
to their history and identity.
The shrines outside churches

in towns and villages and along roads, well kept, unvandalised
and supplied with candles spoke volumes.® All were taken in by
the beauty of Greece - in particular Janet notes the spectacular

setting of the monasteries and
the hotel in the mountains at
Delphi. The various facilities
impressed too: the food, drink
and service were good, also
%Greek wine was cheap, and
we enjoyed it in the evenings
as we socialised and relaxed
together®. (Jeff suspects there
were a few hangovers in the
coach after one late-night
socialising sing-song...)

Anne and Jeff finished with a sentiment with which I'm sure all
participants will join: aVe would like to say a big thank-you to
Tony for organising such a memorable pilgrimage and look

forward to the next onel®.

™
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DECEMBER 2004

Dates for your Diary

Charles de Foucauld (see opposite)

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks

8.30 p.m. Night Prayer for Adventompling
Advent 2

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion for all the Family
with Holy Baptism Gift Service

4.00 p.m. 2Lights of Love® Service (see page 13)
8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks

7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting

8.30 p.m. Night Prayer for AdventCompling
Advent 3

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism
4.00 p.m. Christingle Service (see page 17)
followed by refreshments in the Church Hall
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks

8.30 p.m. Night Prayer for AdvenCoémpling
Advent 4

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

12.30 p.m. Lunch Club (The Terriers)

6.30 p.m. Festival of Lessons and Carols

(with members of Chiltern Camerata

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
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Christmas Eve

4.00 p.m. Crib Service

8.30 p.m. Night Prayer for Adventmpling

11.30 p.m. Blessing of the Crib followed by
Midnight Mass of the Nativity

Christmas Day

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion for all the Family
Christmas 1 (St Stephen)

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion for all the Family
6.30 p.m. Holy Communion in celebration of St Stephe
St John the Evangelist

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion with Christmas Carols
The Holy Innocents

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion with Christmas Carols
Thomas Becket

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

Who was Charles de Foucauld?

Charles Eugene, Viscount of Foucauld, was born in France in
1858. He entered the French Army and in 1881 went to serve
as an officer in Algeria and Morocco. In 1886 he underwent a

which claim Charles de Foucauld as their spiritual father.

religious conversion and in 1890 joined 4
Trappist monastery, but soon left to become a
solitary hermit in Palestine. He returned to
Algeriain 1901 and settled at Tamanrasset as a
missionary priest. His idea of a religious life
was to be closer to the poorest of the poor and
he wanted to live among the people, in the way
of the early Christians, sharing the condition of
those who had no security at all. Hewaskilled
in an anti-French uprising on 1% December
1916 by those who said that his goodness
created friendly feelings toward the French.
Throughout the world today there are many
little groups of religious brothers and sisters
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From the Editor

So, it's nearly the end of another year and that means it's
subscription renewal time! There is a cut-out renewal form in
the centre of this edition of the magazine - please complete and
return it to June Findlow if you wish to subscribe for 2005.

| hope you like the greatly improved quality of the printing
which was introduced successfully in November - photos in
particular were crisp and clear compared with xerographic
copying. PDC Copyprint did an excellent job at a competitive
price and we have asked them to continue to do the work for us.

As many of you will know, | have spent much of the last year
housebound as a result of breaking my left leg in October 2003.
Recovery is proving to be a long, slow process, but I'm now
making real progress and my mobility is improving steadily
week by week. 1'd like to take this opportunity to thank all at St
Francis church for their continued prayers and support during
this difficult period, and especially to Veronica and Matthew for
all the extrawork they have donein caring for me.

Tim Edmonds

Are you ready for Christmas?

Tony Dickinson will be in Church between 7.30 and 8.30 p.m.
on the Monday and Tuesday before Christmas, and on the
Wednesday morning after the Communion Service.

He will be available there for anyone who would like either to
make their confession or simply to talk over the less
satisfactory areas of their life and their relationship with God,
with a view to getting things straight in time for Christmas. He
will also be on call a other times, if these dates are not
convenient. Don't let unfinished business with God take the
edge off your enjoyment of the celebrations.
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Join us to light the
Lights of Love

Our Christmas Tree will be lit up with
the Lights of Love at 4.00 p.m. on
Sunday 5" December 2004

at
St Francis of Assisi Church, Terriers

We would be delighted if you could join us at this time,
both in remembrance and to bring hope to the future.

After the service do join us for mulled wine
and mince pies in the Church Hall.

If you wish to know more about sponsoring a light
please contact our appeals officeona 537775
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Large print anyone?

If you, or anyone that you know, has
difficulty in reading the
Parish Magazine and
might benefit from
receiving a large-print
version, please let the
Editor know.

Tim Edmonds a 526346

Quiet Garden - High Wycombe

The High Wycombe Quiet Garden is at Hithercroft Road,
Downley, and meetings are from 10.00 am. to 12.30 p.m. on:

13 December when the subject will be: sMaranatha
led by the Quiet Garden Team

10t January when the subject will be: My boat is so small,
Lord!" led by Mary Sketch

For further information and directions to the garden, call
Lesley Wasley a 523978, Mary Sketch a 01296 623068,
Noreen Talbot a 534882, Pat Hastings a 483533, Audrey
Upshall a 444448 or Irene Bell a 01628 532576.
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Parish Magazine - Subscribe for 2005

Terriers Parish Magazine appears ten times a year - monthly, but
with combined editions in July/August and December/January.

Thisis the last edition of 2004. To renew your subscription for
2005, or to take out a new subscription, please complete and
detach the form below and send it with a cheque for the
appropriate amount (made payable to 2St Francis Church
Terriers PCCO to Mrs June Findlow, either viathe mail tray at
the back of the church, or by post to:

11 Fremantle Road, High Wycombe, HP13 7PQ
Subscription rates for 2005 are;
Collection from church: £5
Local hand delivery (where we can arrange this): £5
By second-class post: £7.50
Copies for casual sale will be available in church, price 50p

Parish Magazine Subscription 2005

| wish to subscribe to the St Francis' Parish Magazine for 2005
with delivery as marked in the appropriate box below.

| will collect my copy from Church (£5)

Local delivery by volunteer (£5)
By Royal Mail 2nd class post (£7.50)

| enclose my cheque for £

Mr/Mrs/Misy........ Name;

Address:

15



Christmas Day Lunches 2004

Once again the churches of St Andrew's Hatters Lane and St
Peter's Loudwater will be providing a traditional Christmas
Lunch, with entertainment and tea later in the afternoon.

They warmly welcome you, or any you may know, who will be
on their own this Christmas Day.

Toreserve a place, please contact either church:

Christmas Lunch, & Andrew's Church Office,
S Andrew's Church, Hatters Lane, High Wycombe, HP13 7NJ
% (01494) 529668

Christmas Lunch, & Peter ‘s Church Office,
Treadaway Hill, Loudwater, HP10 9QL
% (01628) 526087

13th century painting of the stable at Bethlehem showing Mary with baby
Jesusin a manger above her and Joseph on theright. It can beseenin
chancel of the Parish Church of S Agatha, Easby, North Yorkshire.
(Photo by Tim Edmonds)
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Christingle Workshop - Saturday 11th December

Do you fancy an afternoon being creative? Yes? Then join us
making Christingle oranges and enjoy a good chatter with
refreshments as we get busy @creating®.

Please cometo 72 Hamilton Road at 2.00 p.m. if you can help.

Christingle Service - Sunday 12" December

This will take place at 4.00 p.m. in the church - do join us with
children of all ages for this lovely service. Please collect your
envelopes or collecting candles from the back of the church to
bring with you to the service.

Refreshments will be served afterwards.

House Boxes

Please start bringing house collecting boxes into church during
January for emptying.

If you would like to have a collecting box to save some pennies
(and more) the society would benefit from the extra income to
fund the projects helping so many young people.

Questions? Contact Hazel Noakes %530273
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JANUARY 2005

Dates for your Diary

3.3

Naming and Circumcision of Jesus

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion

followed by seasonal refreshments in the Vicarage
Christmas 2

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. All-age Parish Communion
6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Taizé)
8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting

10.00 a.m Holy Communion

2.00 p.m. Skylarks

The Epiphany of our Lord

8.00 p.m. Parish Communion
Epiphany 1 (Baptism of Christ)

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (BCP)
Aelred of Rievaulx. Benedict Biscop

10.00 a.m Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting

Epiphany 2

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

12.30 p.m. Lunch Club (The Terriers)
6.30 p.m. Prayer for Healing

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins
Waulfstan

10.00 a.m Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

6.00 p.m. at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford
Installation of Tony Dickinson as Canon
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23 Sun Epiphany 3
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
6.30 p.m. Holy Communiorséid, with hymns
25 Tue  Conversion of St Paul
8.00 p.m. Holy Communion
26 Wed Timothy and Titus
10.00 a.m Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks
30 Sun Epiphany 4 (Candlemas)
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
6.30 p.m. Candlelit Service for the End of Christmastic

In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:
Mary Amer, Martin Braisher, Gaynor Chambers, Tim Edmonds, |C
Mines, Nancy Lewis, John and Joan Ludlow, Jean and M
Hedgeland, Joy and Ray Smith, Jill White, Dorothy Williams,
Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:

Vince Amer, Geoff Bennett, Lydia Bowmaker, Roland Brinkwgr
Jenny Butterfield, Marie Childs, Jeffrey Collis, Rachel Crampt
George Daniel, Katie Dillard, Anne Dobson, George Dowsett, Ph
and Michael Fudge, Katie Foster, Norah Glennon, Carol Griffith
her family, Pat Hastings, Diane Harris, Katharine Jackman, Julie
Anna and Frank Jervis, Maggie Jewitt, Doris Knee, Lily Maher,
Martin, Bettina Michels and her family, Teresa Moore and her fan
Angela Norton, Marie Norton, Mick Payne, Roy Parkinson,
Purvis, Kevin Smith, Irene Solomon, Ruth Steadman, Mary Sf{u
Jonathan Twitchin, Monica and Peter Ward, Ray Watkins,
Weinhauer, Raymond Winterbourne, Olga Whenray, Lorna Woodv
and her family, Zoe and her family.

M
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The Trouble with Freedom

" And lying in your beds, many years from now, would you be
willing to trade all the days, from this day to that; for one
chance, just one chance to come back here and tell our enemies
that they may take our lives, but they will never take our
freedoml!e

Many of you will recognise the above quote, taken from the film
“Braveheart.® But what do we mean by freedom? An end to
oppression from the English? For me, as | write this on
Remembrance Day, | cannot help but think of the freedom
granted to us by the sacrifice of those soldiers in the two World
Wars of the last century.

As Christians however, we know of a different kind of freedom.
Thanks to the sacrifice of Jesus, St. Paul talks of us no longer
being 8laves to sin® (Romans 6:6), since our @ld self [has]
been crucified with him.°

And it is here that we hit a stumbling block. In our previous
lives (before we gave our lives to Christ), we were dn AdamP +
that isto say that sin was part of our nature. We were slaves to
it. The Devil had usin his grasp and we did what he wanted us
to. Yet when we invited Jesus into our lives, this grip was
broken and we were no longer made to follow Satan. End of
story.

Now | don't know about you, but | am still prey to temptation.
And | gill give in. Verses like 3God@E will not let you be
tempted beyond what you can bear® (1 Cor 10:13) can be of
great encouragement. Except for when you have just given in.
It is here that things start to get complicated, so bear with me(E

When we gave our lives to Christ, we were forgiven. Not just
for what we had done, but also for what we were doing at the
time and what we were going to do in the future (see Peter
3:18). His sacrifice was complete, and He paid the penalty for
our sin in full. At the risk of sounding cheesy, He freed us
absolutely and unconditionally from our wrongdoing. Yet thisis
hard for us to accept + we still blame ourselves for sin.
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Before Christ came, the people lived under the law, with clearly
laid-down guidelines on how to live. You could do certain
things, but weren't allowed to do others. It was

easy to know which path you should take, even

if you then decided to go the other way. It was,

in some respects, an easy way to live. But

whatever happened, you were still bound by

the law. Every decision you made was based

on alist of how you should live your life.

With Jesus, however, things are somewhat different. In his
letter, St. Paul reminds the Galatians that &f righteousness could
be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing® (2:21) and
goes on to say @After beginning with the Spirit, are you now
trying to achieve your goals by human effort? (3:3) We are not
called to follow arulebook, but to be free men and women.

This means that we have choices. Faced with a decision, we
have to decide whether it is a good idea or not, without the help
of a strict code of conduct. If we make the wrong decision, we
are still forgiven. We don't get put in God's bad books for
making mistakes. God cannot love us more than He does now,
nor can He love us less. So by giving into temptation, He does
not stop loving us. Indeed, by resisting temptation, He does not
love us more.

One of the biggest hindrances for Christians is guilt. Misplaced
guilt. We make mistakes and then we wallow in salf pity. Or
we put ourselves down, saying we are %ad Christians.® But to
feel guilty isto insult Christ. It islike saying T he sacrifice you
made was good enough. But this one transgression is just too
much for you!©

But it is because Christ loves us that He forgives. He sees the
wrong, to be sure, but He loves us nonetheless. And it is
primarily because of this love that we want to serve Jesus. We
do not do it in order to get Brownie points or to tip the balance
in our favour, but because we want to express our thanks. If he
has already secured a place for his followers in Heaven, then we
no longer have any obligation to fulfil.
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Of course | am not advocating going out and killing people. The
fact that we are forgiven for going against God's will does not
mean that others will not feel the consequences of our actions.

And this is the trouble with freedom. We have the freedom to
do so much, but what we do affects others. We remain forgiven
but our challenge lies in using that freedom to help bring others
to know Christ, rather than hindering their path. George Orwell
once said: &reedom is the right to tell people what they do not
want to hear.°

Many people don't want to hear that they do not match up to a
perfect God's perfect standards. They do not want to hear that
they need Jesus to set them free from their past lives. And they
certainly do not want to hear that the only way to eternal lifeis
by asking someone they can't see to forgive them. But | urge
you to use your God-given freedom to help others enjoy the
same.

” For now we really live because you are
standing firmin the Lorde (1 Thess 3:8)

Steve Greenhill

aa From our Registers
—_

We welcome into God's Church by baptism
on 5" December

Cameron Drewett
Eleanor Drewett

and on 12th December

Stephen Cox
| sabel Hart
Owen Hart
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During the winter of 1981 Veronica and | were on holiday,
touring round south and central India by train. On the afternoon
of St Nicholas' Day we arrived at a large junction station in a
nondescript industrial city in Madhya Pradesh, where we
changed trains and had a couple of hours to wait. The time
passed quickly as we watched trains come and go (see picture)
amidst the whole panoply of life that goes on around an Indian
rallway station. We departed on our overnight train and the
town, Bhopal, became another name in our holiday notebook.

Three years later the name was to take on a new and terrible
significance when, on the night of 3" December 1984 the Union
Carbide factory in Bhopal began leaking a cloud of poisonous
gas. It was a mgjor human and environmental disaster, with
pollution on a massive scale causing over 20,000 deaths and
inflicting horrendous injuries on the local population. Today at
least 120,000 people still suffer from ailments caused by the
leak and subsequent pollution, including blindness, extreme
difficulty in breathing, cancers and gynaecological disorders.

The site continues to poison the residents of Bhopal. Had the
incident occurred in Europe or North America then doubtless
there would have been huge sums in compensation for the
survivors, the polluted areas would have been evacuated and a
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massive clean-up operation would have got underway. Alas,
different rules apply when the victims are poor people in a
distant land. Union Carbide and its owner since 2001, Dow
Chemical, have refused to clean up the sSite, provide safe
drinking water, compensate the victims, or disclose the
composition of the gas leak - information that doctors could use
to treat the victims properly.

Fortunately there is some hope in Bhopal. Following a visit to
Britain in 1994 by a man from Bhopal, an appeal fund was set
up to help the survivors to open their own clinic to provide
treatment and support for victims. The Sambhavna Clinic has
been running successfully for eight years, and now work has
begun on a new building to continue this work. As we reach the
20" anniversary of the disaster this year, it is vital to raise the
money which will guarantee the clinic a secure future. If you
would like to help, or to obtain more information, | have put
contact details of the Bhopa Medical Appeal below.

Tim Edmonds

Bhopal Medica Appeal
PAN UK (Bhopal Medical Appeal)
56-64 Leonard Street
London EC2A 4JX

% 020 7065 0905
www.bhopal .org

Freepost address for donations:

Pesticides Action Network UK (Bhopal Appeal)
FREEPOST LON10046
London SW2 1BR
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On the Grapevine

Most of us spend Christmas in peaceful surroundings. Not

so our adopted prisoner of conscience. the Viethamese priest
Father Nguyen Van Ly, who is half way through a ten-year
sentence. Why not send a Christmas card to show your support?
Not so, too, for the many Christians at Bethlehem in troubled
Palestine. You might also like to send a card to support them.
Tony Dickinson has cards and details for both.

You may have noticed the smart display stand for our

copies of the Oxford diocesan newspaper The Door that
recently appeared at the back of church. Thank you to Mary
O‘Garro for generoudy donating thisto us.

We shall miss the cheery presence of Pam Parsons in
church. With increasing travel difficulties she has decided
to worship nearer home at Holmer Green Methodist Church.

Following his performance in the 2003 production of

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, in
November Michael Ashraf appeared in a production of Around
the World in Twenty Shows - which explains why he was
missing from the choir for much of the month!

With the addition of Gift Aid our recent appeal totals are
now: for Water Aid - £291.73 (Harvest Festival) and for
the Bangla Desh Flood Appeal - £495-88 (Organ Recital).

Thanks to Tony Dickinson, Veronica Edmonds and Val Evans for input.
News about local people and events is always wel come.

f? Who said this? f?

Unless we make Christmas an occasion to share our
blessings, all the snow in Alaska won‘t makeit " whites.
(Answer on page 26)
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Make Poverty History

In today‘s world...

- 1.2 billion people live on under $1 a day (World Bank)

- Nearly 800 million people do not get enough food
(World Bank)

- In some developing countries, 1 in 5 children will die
before the age of 5 (UNICEF 2002)

Behind each of these figures lie stories of our brothers and
sisters around the world who live in absolute poverty.

We have the opportunity to help

In 2005 the UK holds the presidency of the G8 and of the EU.
It's our chance to make a difference.

It's our chance to MAKE POVERTY HISTORY

Come and learn about the new campaign uniting churches
agencies and others calling for:

- achangein the rules and practices of trade
- acancellation of the poorest countries' debt
- more and better aid
29th January 2005
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church
Shaftesbury Avenue, London

For more information contact % 01865 378059

www.makepovertyhistory.org
O Answer to the question on page 25: O
® ®
Bing Crosby
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Voluntary Vacancies

- Verney Avenue Day Centre, which helps disabled adults, is
looking for volunteers to help in their hydrotherapy pool. You
need to be physically fit and happy to go into the water.

- Chiltern and Thames Eating Disorders Association needs
people to volunteer on their telephone helpline. Thisis a home-
based opportunity for people with excellent listening skills and
some understanding of eating disorders. Supervision is provided.

- Buckinghamshire Association for the Blind is looking for a
Craft Instructor for their Craft Club. The Club meets on alternate
Thursdays. If you are able to teach a variety of craftsto awilling
group of volunteers and club members, please give usacall.

- Several organisations have approached us recently requesting
home-based administrators or fundraisers. If you have a
computer and some spare time, please get in touch with us and
we will tell you what is available.

- Do you have green fingers? Wycombe Outreach needs
volunteers to help with two projects based in the Wycombe
District. You would be gardening with a small group of people
with learning disabilities. You need knowledge of simple
gardening techniques, flexibility and a good sense of humour.

- The National Trust are looking for a volunteer signer to take
people who are deaf or hard of hearing on guided tours around
National Trust properties.

- Weave Me a Dream Peace Project is looking for volunteers to
help with this new initiative, including singers and music
teachers. More information is available at www.weavedream.org.

More information? Call Volunteer Focus on %451700.

Office hours are Monday - Friday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m. An answerphone
is available outside these hours.
You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk
or call at: The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe.

The Wycombe & District Volunteer Bureau - is supported by Wycombe
District Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.
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Who's Who at St Francis’
All telephone numbers arelocal - STD code 01494.

Webmaster

90 Green Hill

High Wycombe HP13 5QE

Vicar The Revd Tony Dickinson %520676

St Francis Vicarage

High Wycombe HP13 5AB

tony.dickinson@ukonline.co.uk
Reader (training) Valerie Evans %531023
Churchwarden Keith Gordon %531570
Churchwarden Valerie Jones %439154
Church Cleaning OrganiserJoy Smith %522987
Flower Rota Organiser Rosemary Bossingham %441809
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps %816416
Magazine Subs/DistributionJune Findlow %524491
Organist Tessa Walker %441698
PCC Secretary John Norton %437105
PCC Treasurer Veronica Edmonds %526346
Sacristan Mary Phipps %816416
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson %520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps %816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock %534634
Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock %451771
Church Hall Office %462911
Church Hall Pay-phone % 462909
Magazine Editor Tim Edmonds %526346

tfedmonds@btopenworld.com

Keith Walter
kiwalter@bigfoot.com

%442415

Website: www.parishes.oxford.anglican.org/terriers/

Please |et the Vicar, Webmaster and Magazine Editor know of any
changesto the above list.
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