
� � � �

� � � �

�������
	�� ��
 �����
� � ��� �

� � ��� � � � � ��� � � ���  !���� " ���$# ��� � %

Website:  http://www.terrierschurch.org.uk/



St Francis of Assisi - Terriers and Totteridge

Services

Full details of Sunday and weekday services and other church
activities are in the Diary section later in this magazine.

Contact information

If you would like a visit from the vicar, or if there is anything you
would like to discuss, please give your name and address to him or
one of the Churchwardens, or telephone to arrange a visit.  

Names and contact details for the church officers and those
responsible for church activities are on the back cover.  

Accessibility

Sidesmen are on duty at the church to welcome you.  Please ask for
assistance if you need it.

There is a car park at the church.  Although no designated disabled
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties are
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors. 

Access is down steps.  A lift is available at the left-hand entrance. 

There is a hearing loop in church.

A large-print version of the service book is available.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

February 2006 magazine

Copy deadline:  Sunday 15th January
Publication date:  Sunday 29th January

Editor:  Tim Edmonds a  526346
90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE

email: editor@terrierschurch.org.uk

Cover picture:  The Advent altar frontal at St Francis, depicting the 
Advent Candles - see page 6.  (photo by Tim Edmonds)

2



” And is it true?•

” And is it true, 
This most tremendous tale of all,

seen in a stained-glass window‘s hue, 
a Baby in an ox‘s stall?

The Maker of the stars and sea
become a Child on earth for me?•

John Betjeman‘s question still haunts us, half a century after he first
asked it.  It still haunts a society which has largely lost touch with the
Christian story.  Despite the increasing secularisation of English
culture, there will be people in church at Christmas who are rarely if
ever seen there at other times of the year.  ”This most tremendous tale
of all•  still touches hearts and makes them wonder — in every sense of
that word. 

New Testament scholars may question some of the detail but the heart
of the story, ”The Maker of the stars and sea become a Child on earth
for me•, has a power to move and to change lives, as people ponder
what that ” for me• might mean. It has a special resonance today, as
we ponder the situation of 21st-century Bethlehem, cut off on three
sides from the surrounding countryside by Israel‘s security wall.  If
the shepherds were making their midnight journey today, they would
have to take their chance with Israeli check-points rather than with the
rough country roads.

There are other differences, too.  Manger Square, the heart of
Bethlehem for nearly two thousand years, is practically empty now —
in contrast to the bustling, full-to-bursting town that St Luke depicts.
The Muslim writer Ghada Karmi, who paid a visit to Bethlehem in
October, reported, in a recent issue of The Tablet, that ”The monthly
average of 92,000 visitors in 2000 has fallen to 7,000; of the 2,000
monthly tourist buses, only 11 now enter; 28 hotels, 240 souvenir
shops and 50 restaurants have closed.  The once charming place is a
ghost town.•
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Manger Square, Bethlehem, in less troubled times
(photo by Tim Edmonds)

But the troubles of Bethlehem today remind us that when God entered
human history in the person of Jesus he entered a troubled and
divided world, in a land under foreign military occupation.  His
parents were people displaced by government decree.  In his early
childhood, so St Matthew tells us, Jesus knew what it was to be a
refugee.  God enters such situations to bring blessing and life and
hope.  God invites us to share that blessing, to live that life and to
spread that hope.  That is part of what incarnation means, part of what
it means to say that ªthe Maker of the stars and sea became a Child on
earth for meº.

This Christmas season may we all know the ªsingle Truthº which is
the climax of John Betjeman's poem:

” That God was Man in Palestine
and lives today in Bread and Wine.•

It is my prayer that each one of us experience the reality of his
presence in our lives as we celebrate the birth in Bethlehem through
which the eternal God entered this world of time and space to bring
healing and peace to his creation.

May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus grant a happy and blessed
Christmas to us all.

Tony Dickinson 
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From the Editor

Last month's magazine saw the end of the road for a series of articles
that I entitled •Time and Talents'.  Each of these highlighted a behind-
the-scenes job in the church by giving the opportunity to someone
who did that job to write about what was involved.  

In all there have been no fewer than 32 different jobs covered in this
series ± a tribute to the commitment and hard work that goes on to
proclaim the work of God in the parish.  I can't think of another
voluntary role that hasn't been covered in the series, but if you know
differently then please tell me so that I can put it right.

Meanwhile I must turn my mind to the contents of the magazine for
2006.  I plan to include details of the Lectionary, the Bible readings
used in church services.  Because the readings run for the church year
± which begins in Advent ±  this begins in this edition.  

If you have any ideas about what you would like to be included in
your magazine, then please let me know.  Best of all, why not write
something yourself?  I would particularly welcome contributions from
community groups outside the church and good quality photographs
of church and community activities.

Tim Edmonds

     Thought for the month     

•Chr ist the Way, the Truth, the L i fe;
Heal ing sadness, ending str i fe;
You we welcome, Lord of l i fe,

Born on the new day.
You are the new day.‘

(Philip Lawson)
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Why do we light Advent Candles?
The lighting of Advent Candles is an increasingly popular symbol of
the beginning of the Church year in many homes and churches.
Typically the centrepiece is a circular evergreen wreath with four
candles around the circle and one in the middle.  Other arrangements
are also used, always involving a central candle with four others
below or around it.  At St Francis we use a special candlestick.  

The Advent Candles are symbolic and a means to tell the Christmas
story, and there are various ways to understand the symbolism.  The
exact meaning given to the various aspects is not as important as the
story to which it invites us to listen, and participate.

The circle of the wreath reminds us of God Himself, His eternity and
endless mercy, which has no beginning or end.  The green of the
wreath speaks of the hope that we have in God, the hope of newness,
of renewal, of eternal life.  Candles symbolise the light of God
coming into the world through the birth of His son.  The four outer
candles represent the period of waiting during the four Sundays of
Advent, which themselves symbolise the four centuries of waiting
between the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ.

The colours of the candles on the circle vary with different traditions,
but they are often red.  One is lit on the first Sunday of Advent and a
a short reading is given and a prayer offered.  On subsequent Sundays,
previous candles are relit with an additional one lit.

The light of the candles reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world
that comes into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and
hope.  It also reminds us that we are called to be a light to the world
as we reflect the light of God's grace to others (Isaiah 42:6).  

As the candles are lit over the four week period, this symbolises the
darkness of fear and hopelessness receding and the shadows of sin
falling away as more and more light is shed into the world.  The flame
of each new candle reminds the worshippers that something is
happening, and that more is yet to come.  Finally, the light that has
come into the world is plainly visible as the white Christ candle in the
centre is lit at Christmas, and worshippers rejoice over the fact that
the promise of long ago has been realised.

6



Each candle has its own symbolism.  The first candle is traditionally
the candle of Expectation or Hope or, in some traditions, Prophecy.
This draws attention to the anticipation of the coming of a Messiah
that weaves its way like a golden thread through Old Testament
history.  As God's people were abused by power-hungry kings, led
astray by self-centred
prophets, and lulled into
apathy by half-hearted
religious leaders, there
arose a longing among
some for God to raise up a
new king who could show
them how to be God's
people. They yearned for a
return of God's dynamic
presence in their midst.

The remaining three candles
of Advent may be
associated with different
aspects of the Advent story
in different churches, or
even in different years.
Usually they are organised
around characters or themes
as a way to unfold the story
and direct attention to the celebrations and worship in the season.  So,
the sequence for the remaining three Sundays might be Bethlehem,
Shepherds, Angels; or it might be Peace, Joy, Love; or John the
Baptist, the Magi, Mary; or the Annunciation, Proclamation,
Fulfilment.  Whatever sequence is used, the Scripture readings,
prayers, lighting of the candles, the participation of worshippers in the
service, all are geared to telling the story of redemption through God's
grace in the Incarnation.

All five candles continue to be lit in services through to Epiphany (6th

January).  The central location of the Christ Candle reminds us that
the incarnation is the heart of the season, giving light to the world.

Adapted from material on •The Voice‘ website:  www.cr ivoice.org 
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The Healing Ministry at St Francis
One of the decisions taken at the Annual Meeting last April was to
suspend the Sunday evening services.  This, of course, included the
monthly Healing Services.  With only four •Prayers for Healing'
services each year at the 10.00 Sunday Eucharist, this left the Healing
Ministry rather depleted.

The Healing Group felt in need of inspiration as to how we could
revitalise the Healing Ministry at St Francis.  To help us we attended a
talk entitled •Healing in the Market Place' given by Anne Hibbert at
St Thomas, Holtspur.  She told us about the work of •The Well', a
Healing Centre based in the pump Room at Leamington Spa and
which she had been instrumental in setting up.  Members also
attended a mid-week Healing Service one Wednesday evening at All
Saints in the town centre.

For the moment we have decided to continue with the Prayer for
Healing, with the laying on of hands, but now to be offered at the end
of Parish Communion on one Sunday every month.  This has been
endorsed by the Church Council.  However, it is not practical to hold
this on a fixed Sunday in each month.  The Healing Group is
discussing how to resolve this, and will then propose a calendar for
the Laying on of Hands to the church's Spirituality Group.  This will
then be presented to the Church Council for formal agreement.

We ask for your prayers for the development of the Healing Ministry
at St Francis and hope that it will be acceptable and helpful to all.  If
you have any ideas or suggestions then the Healing Group would be
pleased to hear from you. 

Brenda Matthews 

Any knots to untie or cobwebs to clear?
Tony Dickinson is ready to help clear out pre-Christmas cobwebs,
work on any knots and hard places that are currently blocking
anyone's relationship with God and, where appropriate and desired,
to hear confessions.

He will be available in Church on Wednesday 21st December, from
11.00 a.m. to midday and on Thursday 22nd, from 7.30 to 8.30 p.m. 
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     Christingle 2005

Sunday 11th December
at 4.00 p.m.

Come and join us all once more as we celebrate with
the giving of decorated orange Christingles.

All ages welcome - especially children!

Collecting candles and envelopes will be found by the font.

Christingle Workshop

Chr istingle ”makers• are wanted to create the
beauti ful  decorated oranges for  the service.

This year  we wi l l  be having our  workshop at about
11.30 a.m. in the Church Hal l  after  the morning

service on Sunday 11th December .
Please stay and help us.  Thank you.
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DECEMBER

     Dates for your Diary     

4 Sun Advent 2
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion (Gift Service) for all ages 
including Holy Baptism.  Please bring gifts of toys
 for children at the Women's Refuge Christmas Party.
4.00 p.m. `Lights of Love' service - in association
with the South Bucks Day Hospice (see page 15)

6 Tue St Nicholas

8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting
7 Wed St Ambrose

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

8 Thu 7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting
11 Sun Advent 3

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion 
4.00 p.m. Christingle service (see page 9)

14 Wed St John of the Cross

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

18 Sun Advent 4
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion 
6.30 p.m. Festival of Readings and Carols
with members of Chiltern Camerata

21 Wed St Thomas

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks
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24 Sat Christmas Eve
4.00 p.m. Crib Service
11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass of the Nativity

25 Sun Christmas Day
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism

26 Mon St Stephen

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
27 Tue St John the Evangelist

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
28 Wed The Holy Innocents

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

The star on our Christmas altar frontal

Christmas Day Lunches 2005
at St Andrew‘s Hatters Lane

Once again St Andrew's Hatters Lane will be providing a traditional
Christmas Lunch, with entertainment and tea later in the afternoon.  

They warmly welcome you, or any you may know, who will be on
their own this Christmas Day.

To reserve a place, please contact St Andrew‘s by telephone:

a   529668 between 9.30 a.m. and 12.30 p.m. Monday to Friday
(or leave a message on the answerphone outside these hours) 

or by post:

Christmas Lunch, St Andrew's Church Office,
St Andrew's Church, Hatters Lane, High Wycombe, HP13 7NJ
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Large print anyone?
A large-print version of the Parish Magazine
is available to subscribers.  

For more information
please contact:
Tim Edmonds a  526346 or
June Findlow a  524491

Quiet Garden - High Wycombe

The High Wycombe Quiet Garden is at Hithercroft Road, Downley,
and the next meetings are from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on:

12th December 2005:  `Christmas Joy'
led by Team Members

and on:

9th January 2006:  `Calling in the Night'
led by Jean Smith

Further information and directions to the garden are available from:

Lesley Wasley a  523978, Mary Sketch a  01296 623068, 
Noreen Talbot a  534882, Pat Hastings a  483533, 

Audrey Upshall a  444448 or Irene Bell  a  01628 532576. 
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Parish Magazine - Subscribe for 2006
Terriers Parish Magazine appears ten times a year - monthly, but with
combined editions in July/August and December/January.

This is the last edition of 2005.  To renew for 2006, or to take out a
new subscription, please complete and detach the form below and
send it with a cheque for the appropriate amount (made payable to ªSt
Francis Church Terr iers PCCº) to Mrs June Findlow, either via the
mail tray at the back of the church, or by post to:

11 Fremantle Road, High Wycombe, HP13 7PQ

Subscription rates for 2006 are unchanged at:

Collection from church:  £5 

Local hand delivery (where we can arrange this):  £5

By second-class post:  £7.50 

Copies for casual sale will be available in church, price 50p  

"  - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Parish Magazine Subscription 2006

I wish to subscribe to the St Francis Parish Magazine for 2006 with
delivery as marked in the appropriate box below.  

I will collect my copy from Church (£5)

Local delivery by volunteer (£5)

By Royal Mail 2nd class post (£7.50)

Please supply a large-print copy

I enclose my cheque for £________  

Mr/Mrs/Miss/........  Name:_____________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
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Christmas Cards or

This year we are not having a `letter box' for internal Christmas cards
during Advent.  Instead we have a `Christmas tree'.
This is a picture of a tree, to which you will be able
to add a `tree decoration' with a written greeting to
all your friends at St Francis.  In return for this, we
suggest that you might donate any money that you
save on cards to Christian Aid.

Walkers Unite(d)

There will be no walks during December and
January.  The next walk will be on Saturday 4th

February 2006 - watch the notice board for
details.   

Some Christmas thoughts...

ªWhen we were children we were grateful to those who filled our
stockings at Christmas time. Why are we not grateful to God for
filling our stockings with legs?º  G.K. Chesterton

ªI once bought my kids a set of batteries for Christmas with a note on
it saying, `toys not included'.º   Bernard Manning

ªMaybe Christmas, the Grinch thought, doesn't come from a store.º
Theodor Geisel

ªChristmas is a time when you get homesick - even when you're
home.º   Carol Nelson
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Help us to light the 

Lights of Love
You are invited to sponsor a light

to celebrate the memory of a loved one
or to honour someone

who is special in your life today

Our Christmas Tree will be lit up with 
your Lights of Love at 4.00 p.m. on

Sunday 4th December 2005
at

St Francis of Assisi Church, Terriers

If you wish to sponsor a light,
please contact our Appeals Department on % 537775

All donations will go to the support and work of
The South Bucks Hospice.

We would be delighted if you could join us at this time, 
both in remembrance and to bring hope to the future.
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JANUARY

     Dates for your Diary     

1 Sun Naming and Circumcision of Christ
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion for all ages

3 Tue 8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting
4 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks
6 Fri The Epiphany of our Lord

8.00 p.m. Parish Communion
8 Sun Baptism of Christ (Epiphany 1)

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
Preacher:  The Revd Nicky Tottle (Town Centre Missioner)
3.00 p.m. Celebration of Baptism
Event for families of recently baptised children

11 Wed Mary Slessor (see opposite)

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

12 Thu 7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting
15 Sun *** Copy deadline for the February Parish Magazine ***

Epiphany 2
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

18 Wed Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins
St Prisca

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

22 Sun Epiphany 3
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Prayer for Healing
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25 Wed Conversion of St Paul

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

29 Sun Publication day for the February Parish Magazine
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion 

In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:
Rosemary Bossingham, Jean and Michael Hedgeland, Elizabeth Lampson,
Cyril Mines, Betty Porter and her family, Joy and Ray Smith, John West, Jill
White, Dorothy Williams, Diane Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Vince Amer, David Baldwin, Roland Brinkworth, Jenny Butterfield, Pamela
Reason Challinor, Marie Child, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, George
Dowsett, Katie Foster, Phyllis and Michael Fudge, Sam and Norah Glennon,
Colin Gowers, Carol Griffiths and her family, Diane Harris, Katharine
Jackman, Julie James, Anna and Frank Jervis, Kate King, Zack Leeper, Derek
Lissenden, Marjorie McDonnell, Lily Maher, Josie Martin and her family,
Bettina Michels and her family, Mary Morgan, Angela Norton, Marie Norton,
Roy Parkinson, Marcia Powell, Kerry Purvis, Joan Smith, Irene Solomon, Ruth
Steadman, Mary Stubbs, Cynthia Taylor, Carol and Paul Twitchin, Monica and
Peter Ward, Raymond Watkins, Bill Weinhauer, Olga Whenray, Hugh
Williams, Mark Wilson, Raymond Winterbourne, Abigail Witchalls and her
family, Lorna Woodward and her family.

11th January — Who was Mary Slessor?

Mary Slessor was a Scottish missionary in Africa where she was
commonly called ªMaº Slessor. Born at Gilcomston, Aberdeen, in
1848 her family moved to Dundee, where she began work in a
factory.  In 1876 she was appointed by United Presbyterian Church as
a missionary teacher in Calabar, south-east Nigeria.  This became her
life's work and with the exception of visits home because of illness
she remained in West Africa, where she died in 1915. 
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 Lectionary

These are the readings to be used at the Communion services during
December 2005 and January 2006.  This is planned as a regular
feature in the magazine for 2006 — please let the Editor know if you
find it useful.

Sunday, 4th December:  Advent 2
Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8

Sunday, 11th December:  Advent 3
Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8,19-28

Sunday, 18th December:  Advent 4
2 Samuel 7:1-11,16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

Saturday, 24th December:  Christmas Eve (Midnight Mass)
Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-4; John 1:1-14

Sunday, 25th December:  Christmas Day
Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:8-20

Sunday, 1st  January:  Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:15-21

Friday, 6th January:  Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12

Sunday, 8th January:  Baptism of Christ (Epiphany 1)
Genesis 1:1-5; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11

Sunday, 15th January:  Epiphany 2
1 Samuel 3:1-10; Revelation 5:1-10; John 1:43-51

Sunday, 22nd January:  Epiphany 3
Genesis 14:17-20; Revelation 19:6-10; John 2:1-11

Sunday, 29th January:  Presentation of Christ 
Malachi 3:1-5; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40
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Our celebrations in retrospect
During 2005 we embarked on an ambitious programme of events to
commemorate the 75th anniversary of our church's dedication.  This
article has been compiled from the thoughts of several members of the
congregation at St Francis and looks back at the celebrations.  The
contributors include those responsible for organising events and their
helpers, as well as those who supported them.  It is not intended as a
report but rather as a collage of observations.  The Editor thanks all
who contributed.

Planning the 75th anniversary began in the the summer of 2004, from
when a list of numerous ideas for events was whittled down by a
working-party to the give us a programme from April to October.  The
objectives included involving the church membership, and outreach
into the community.  With the exception of the celebration lunch on
the Dedication Festival, all were intended to be self-financing.  

There seemed to be general agreement that the most successful event
was the `crowning glory' of the Flower Festival in July.  This was not

only well-supported but also involved many
outside organisations and thus brought into
church people who would not otherwise have
come.  Congratulations to Hazel Noakes and
all her helpers for a memorable event (...which
you can still relive through the display of
pictures on the parish website).

Another big success was the Caribbean
Evening, which was greatly enjoyed by all who
attended, although some were put off by the
ticket price.  The finale of limbo dancing was

particularly memorable and seems likely to be talked about for many
years to come!  Thanks to Laura Mann, Mary O'Garro and all their
helpers for giving us a wonderful evening.
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Another major success was the Dedication Festival itself.  People
found Bishop Alan's was inspiring, and the participation in the service
of past clergy, Ralph Cartmill and Tony Richards, was a joy both to
them and to members of the congregation.  Much catching-up on
news with old friends was done over an excellent lunch!

There was, of course, a variety other events and for all these the
preparatory effort, fellowship and enjoyment stand out.  However,
from the outset it was a daunting programme in terms of finding
sufficient volunteers to help and, in some cases, in getting people to
attend and participate.  In particular, the five-week series of Art
Exhibitions during September and October suffered in both these
respects and it was clear that they should have been more limited in
scope.  It was necessary to man the church during all the opening
hours of the exhibitions and offers of help were in short supply, so
special thanks are due to Hugh Brocklehurst and Sally Jervis for the
hours they put in to keep things going.

Overall the celebrations seemed to bring the congregation closer
together and they also enabled some hidden artistic talents to be
revealed!  However, we failed to attract significant support and
attention from the wider community, so we did not really achieve the
objective of outreach.  For much of the time passers-by on the
Amersham Road would not have been aware that 2005 was a special
year for St Francis because there was nothing to grab their attention.
A bit of bunting and some banners might have helped.  Getting
individual events to be self-financing proved awkward, particularly
because of the widely differing up-front costs.  Several events were
free, but others were charged for ± in some cases making a significant
profit.  Some felt that because of this we should perhaps have made a
substantial charitable gift. 

In retrospect, then, we did well but could probably have done even
better by holding fewer events to enable our volunteer resources to be
less thinly spread.  All the organisers deserve thanks and praise for
making good use of the resources they had.  Finally, although not in
the original plans, the church does have a wonderful visual reminder
of the anniversary in the four banners created by Jean Pooley and her
team, as described in the November Parish Magazine.  These are
presently displayed in the south aisle for all to enjoy.
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You‘ll Never Walk Alone

As I have watched recent sporting events such as (finally!) winning
back the Ashes earlier this year, I see great examples of national pride.
We all unite, if only for a short amount of time, for a common goal (in
this case, thrashing the Aussies).

But what is it that draws us together in this?  Does our national pride
stem from anything more than simply the place in the world where we
happened to be born?  If we do not believe that God intended for us to
be born in this country, surely it happened only by chance and is
therefore nothing to rejoice in when we winŒ

As a sports fan myself, I know how hard it is to think of the French,
Germans or Australians as being anything like we are; yet we know
from the Bible that all men are equal in God's eyes (e.g. Colossians
3:11).  But there is one difference that God sees and takes seriously ±
His gospel.  Either you have accepted God's forgiveness or you
haven't.

I'm sure I don't need to tell of the many conflicts and differences of
opinion currently rife in the Church, but God is quite clear that if we
have accepted Jesus's free offer of forgiveness, then ªthe Spirit
himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's childrenº (Romans
8:16).  For us, there is no distinction between Christians who are
French, German, Italian or Australian: we have only brothers and
sisters.  Similarly, although we may not agree with some of the
customs and individual practices of Catholics or Methodists, they are
our brothers and sisters.  One day, we will spend eternity with them.

In his letter to the Philippians, St. Paul urges us to concentrate on the
positive, unifying message of the gospel rather than bickering on
issues that are ultimately unimportant (Chapter 4).  It is so easy to
point the finger and single out controversial issues to try to ªget one
up on our opponentsº or to ridicule them.  And this is not restricted to
our post-modern culture:  Jesus, too, was regularly faced with
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questions designed so that the priests could feel better about
themselves if they could catch him out.  But does this have anything
at all to do with brotherly (or indeed sisterly) love?  No, we need to
find the common ground and concentrate on that.

So what is it then that unites us?  St. Paul defines the gospel as ªthe
power of God at work, saving everyone who believesº (Romans
1:16).  And that's it in a nutshell.  If you want a slightly longer
summary of what we believe, I suggest you read the first three
chapters of Romans, but essentially it all boils down to the fact that
God wants to save us.  You see, we turned away from God and tried to
run things our way (and look at what a mess we've made of things!).
Yet God loves us so much that He wants us to spend eternity with
Him.  As I'm sure you know from John 3:16, it is for this reason that
He sent His son to Earth in order to die for us, securing our
forgiveness by taking our punishment on himself.

At the end of the day, it doesn't matter in the slightest if we are
Anglicans, Catholics or Methodists.  The only thing that matters is, as
just mentioned, whether or not we have swallowed our own pride and
recognised that God's way is the only way that makes sense.  Our
differences can so often seem insurmountable, but the thing that
unites us is the saving power of the creator of the universe.

I feel a deep sense of embarrassment when I read of Christians hating
each other:  Wars fought over traditions, and examples such as the
Protestants burning Catholics in the Elizabethan era.  The people who
did these things clearly did not understand what it was about.  While
we spend our time fighting each other (whether physically or not),
there are millions of people in this country that do not know of
Christ's saving love.  How can we call ourselves Christians when we
are not united in wanting to see people come to know Him?

Christmas is wonderful opportunity to put this right.  Even the
predominantly non-Christian country in which we live today speaks
of ªthe spirit of Christmas.º  But God's spirit of Christmas is Jesus ±
that is, God Himself.  Let us remember why he came to Earth and let
us all celebrate this together.  

God bless,

Steve Greenhill
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The Green Spot

Environmental change at Wellesbourne
The Wellesbourne campus of Buckinghamshire Chilterns University
College (BCUC) lies on the edge of our parish, a building on the
Kingshill Road backed by extensive playing fields.  This started life in
1960 as Wellesbourne Secondary Modern School, which met an
untimely demise in 1986.  Lady Verney High School transferred there,
but was closed after only a few years allowing BCUC to move in. 

Now BCUC is concentrating activity on one site as part of the
redevelopment of Wycombe town centre.  To help finance this it is
disposing of Wellesbourne, which is to be used for housing.  An
exhibition held there in November showed plans for some 250 flats
and houses on the site.  In addition to the pastoral challenge this poses
for us at St Francis it is clear that it will have a big environmental
impact on the parish.  The playing fields will disappear, so there will
be loss of open space.  Perhaps more significantly it will generate
much new traffic on the local roads, fed in via a single access point on
Kingshill Road ± already heavily congested in the morning peak.

The Piggy Man
Encouragement to recycle is much in the news at present, but at one
time recycling was a normal part of everyday life.  Our ancestors were
well aware of the need to conserve scarce resources and to reuse
anything that could be reused.  It is only in comparatively recent years
that, with increasing wealth and the rise of the supermarket culture,
most of us have become separated from the realities of production.

This was brought home to me recently by hearing memories of the
`Piggy Man' from Olive Harvey, who in 1948 moved into the first of
the post-war housing estates in Totteridge and has lived there ever
since.  The Piggy Man lived opposite The Dolphin pub in Totteridge
Lane and kept pigs.  He used to call on Olive every Monday to collect
the kitchen scraps, which he could then feed to his pigs - recycling at
the local level!  
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Parish Prayer Diary 2005/6

The second section of the new Parish Daily Prayer Cycle is
reproduced below.  The full cycle is published as a leaflet which is

available on the table at the back of the church.  

We pray for those who live in...

1 Kingshill Road, Kennet Close

2 Brands Hill Avenue, Huntley Close

3 Green Hill

4 Greenhill Close, The Green Acres

5 Ridge Way, Hamilton Road

6 Green Road, West Waye

7 Chadwick Street, Wellesbourne Gardens, Tower Street

8 Amersham Hill Gardens, Amersham Hill Drive

9 Amersham Road, Brunswick Place

10 Arnison Avenue, Mayhew Crescent

11 Sheraton Drive, Windsor Drive

12 Geralds Road, Elmhurst Close

13 Church Court, Geralds Court, The Cloisters

14 Totteridge Lane, Totteridge Common

15 Tyzack Road, Rushbrooke Close, St. Andrew's Close, Larkfield
Close

16 Fremantle Road, Kingswood Place, Highworth Close

17 Hollybrook Place, Old Hardenwaye, Wynbury Drive

18 Totteridge Drive

19 Hardenwaye, Barton Way

20 Keens Close, The Quadrant

21 Walton Drive, Walton Close, Chippendale Close

22 Adelaide Road, Perth Road

23 Hobart Road, Hobart Close, Kingston Road
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24 Salisbury Road, Sussex Close

25 Hillview Road, Colbourne Road

26 West Drive, North Drive, East Drive

27 South Drive, New Drive

28 The Crescent, Totteridge Road, The Birches

29 Turners Drive, Lyndon Close

30 Richard Gardens, Reynolds Close

31 St. Francis's worshippers who live outside the parish

  From our Registers

We welcome into God's Church by baptism
on 16th October

William Victor John Lundie-Sadd

and on 6th November

Susy Agar
Benjamin Alexander Joseph Bisson-Routhier

We praise God for confirming in faith
on 23rd November

Susy Agar
Archie Holt

Who said this?

I  must follow the people.  Am I  not their leader?  
(Answer on page 26)
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” I am the vine, you are the branches•  (John 15:5)

On the Grapevine       

 Among the recent visitors to the Terriers Church website was
Andrew Holmes, who writes via email:  ªI used to be a

parishioner (early to mid 1980s) and was in the choir and the youth
club.  Now I am a parish priest in South Wales. (Our website is
www.penrhiwceiber.com).º Andrew is  the son of Robin Holmes,
who for many years checked our accounts.

 There is good news of our adopted prisoner of conscience,
Father Nguyen Van Ly. He was released from prison earlier this

year, largely as a result of international pressure (including ours).  So,
instead of sending messages of support, let us offer thanks.

Thanks to Andrew Holmes and Tony Dickinson for input.  News about local
people and events is always welcome.

Did you know...
There are links to local organisations on the par ish website?  

If yours isn't there, then let the Webmaster know and it could be.

If your group or organisation doesn't have a website, then why not
ask the Webmaster for a mention on the church's web pages?

If you are organising a church  or community event, then why not get
some free publicity on the church website?

I t‘s your resource, so why not use it?  

www.terrierschurch.org.uk

Answer to the question on page 25:

Benjamin Disraeli  
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Voluntary Vacancies

• Could you spare some time on Christmas Eve, between 8.30 a.m. and
3.00 p.m., to help the local division of Diabetes UK?  Volunteers are
needed to help with their collection in Marlow shopping centre. 

• Headway helps in the rehabilitation of local people who have suffered
a brain injury.  Volunteers are needed at their Day Centre in Bourne
End on Tuesday and/or Thursday to help with games, arts and crafts,
computers, talking and listening  and serving refreshments. 

• Are you a DIY enthusiast?  Could you spare a few hours a week at your
convenience to undertake some basic jobs, e.g. putting up shelves,
minor repairs, for the South Bucks Hospice?  The hours could be to
suit you as long as they are between 8.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. weekdays.

• High Wycombe Disabled Fr iendship Club is looking for volunteer
drivers to provide transport to and from the club for their disabled
members.  The club meets on Saturday afternoons once a month. One
Saturday a year is all that is needed.

• Gir lguiding is the largest female organisation in the country.  Locally it
provides a fun and extensive programme of activities for girls and
young women (aged five and over) which is delivered by uniformed
and non-uniformed volunteer leaders.  Call for more details.

• The League of Fr iends would like some help at their shop in
Wycombe Hospital on Friday evenings and at weekends.  Could you
spare two or three hours to help with serving the customers and
stocking the shelves?

• Wycombe Distr ict Neighbourhood Watch Association is looking for
volunteers to become Area Co-ordinators in the Marlow area.  Could
you help to make our community safer?

For more information about these and the many other volunteer roles currently
available, please call Volunteer Focus on % 451700.  

We are open Monday and Tuesday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m., and Wednesday 9.30
a.m. - 1.30 p.m.  An answerphone is available outside these hours. 

You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk 
or call at:  The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe, HP13 6SL.

Volunteer Focus - The Wycombe & District Volunteer Bureau is supported by
Wycombe District Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.

Registered Charity No 1078305
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Who‘s Who at St Francis
All telephone numbers are local - STD code 01494

Vicar The Revd Canon Tony Dickinson               % 520676
St Francis Vicarage
High Wycombe  HP13 5AB

vicar@terrierschurch.org.uk

Reader (training) Valerie Evans % 531023
Churchwarden Keith Gordon % 531570
Churchwarden Valerie Jones % 439154

Church Cleaning Organiser Vacant
Flower Rota Organiser Molly Braisher % 436768
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps % 816416
Magazine Subs/Distribution June Findlow % 524491
Organist Tessa Shaw % 441698
PCC Secretary John Norton % 437105
PCC Treasurer Mick Relf % 530808
Sacristan Mary Phipps % 816416
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson % 520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps % 816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock % 534634

Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock % 451771
Church Hall Office % 462911
Church Hall Pay-phone % 462909

Magazine Editor/WebmasterTim Edmonds
90 Green Hill
High Wycombe  HP13 5QE

% 526346

webmaster@terrierschurch.org.uk

Website:  http://www.terrierschurch.org.uk/

 If you know of any changes to the above list, please share this
with the Vicar, Webmaster and Magazine Editor.
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