
� � � �

� � � �

�������
	�� ��
 �����
� � ��� �

� � ��� � � � � ��� � � � � ! "���� # ���%$ ��� � &

www.terrierschurch.org.uk



Who‘s Who at St Francis
Vicar Canon Tony Dickinson               

St Francis Vicarage
High Wycombe  HP13 5AB

Telephone (01494) 520676
Email vicar@terrierschurch.org.uk

Churchwardens Peter Gee (01494) 525739
Valerie Jones (01494) 439154

Reader Valerie Evans (01494) 531023

Church Hall  Office (01494) 462911
Pay-phone (01494) 462909

a   Contact Telephone Directory  a

What? Who?  (01494)
Child Protection Representative Pam Helmers-Olsen 522016
Children‘s Society Hazel Noakes 530273
Christian Aid Lunches Joyce Dowsett 438859
Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock 462911
Editor Eileen Chapman 713530
Electoral Roll Officer Dennis Mayger 523372
Flower Rota Organiser Molly Braisher 436768
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps 816416
Healing Group Brenda Matthews 439685
Julian Group Jean Finlan 528090
Magazine Subs/Distribution June Findlow 524491
Organist/Choir Tessa Shaw 441698
PCC Secretary John Norton 437105
PCC Treasurer Mick Relf 530808
Quiet Days Jean Finlan 528090
Sacristan Mary Phipps 816416
Saturday Morning Prayer Group Val Evans 531023
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson 520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps 816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock 534634
Walkers Unite(d) Keith Gordon 531570
Webmaster Tim Edmonds 526346
Whist Club Terry Dean 532016
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Parish Magazine — December 2006 and January 2007

Joyce Bennett — 35 years a priest.  For details of the special
celebration service on Saturday 2nd December 2006, see page 7.

• Details of Services and other church activities are in the Diary
sections on pages 8/9 (December) and 14/15 (January).

• Contact details for church officers are opposite.

Publication date for next edition:  Sunday 28th January 2007

Copy deadline:  Sunday 14th January 2007

Your written or photographic contributions are welcome.  

Hand-written copy is fine, but electronic (plain text or rich text
format preferred) saves editorial time.  For photographs most formats
are acceptable (prints, slides or digital) but please do not attempt to
email digital images larger than 1MB!  If in doubt, please ask.

Eileen Chapman, Longridge, 1 Watchet Lane, Holmer Green, 
High Wycombe, HP15 6TZ
Telephone:  (01494) 713530

Email:  editor@terrierschurch.org.uk
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Christmas Gifts

As we prepare our present lists for family and friends at Christmas,
and as we prepare for our yearly celebration of God‘s gift of his Son, I
have been reflecting on gifts and giving.  During the past few months
we have received a number of gifts in Terriers and Totteridge.  Some
have been straightforwardly given and received.  Some have been, to
say the least, unsought.  Others have been difficult to know what to do
with — like a beautifully hand-knitted but seriously ill-measured
sweater from an aged great-aunt — or even potentially dangerous to
handle.

The most recent — and least problematic — of these gifts have been Val
Evans‘s licensing as a Lay Minister and Eileen Chapman‘s
replacement of Tim Edmonds as the editor of this magazine.  Val‘s
own God-given gifts, and Eileen‘s, will now (so we hope and pray) be
used more effectively in his service to communicate the good news of
his love revealed in Jesus and to encourage us all as we follow the
way of Christian discipleship.  We wish Eileen well as she maintains
the high standards of presentation and content which Tim has set
during his time in the editor‘s chair.  Alongside them we might wish
to include the celebration of thirty-five years since Joyce Bennett‘s
ordination to the priesthood in Hong Kong and the way in which her
example of faithfulness to her calling (against what must have seemed
overwhelming odds) has enabled countless other women in many
provinces of the world-wide Anglican Communion to unwrap their
gifts in ordained ministry.

Much more problematic have been the strong police presence in our
midst since the anti-terrorist operations of mid-August and its knock-
on effect on community relations across our town.  The shock of the
initial arrests and the continuing investigations in and around King‘s
Wood have disturbed many, but there are ways in which this
experience, too, can be interpreted as gift.  We have been given an
opportunity to build bridges with Muslim neighbours and to discover
the things that we share at a deeper level than the issues of dress and
culture which appear to so worry the media.  This means a constant
chipping away at Christian stereotypes of Islam and at Muslim
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stereotypes of Christianity so that we can receive the gift of the real
people and the real relationship with God which lies at the heart of
each.  It also means having to engage seriously and intelligently with
the stereotypical images of people of faith (of whatever kind) which
we meet in the mass media and to counter their emphasis on ”bad
religion•, as opposed to the life-giving, peace- and justice-seeking
faith that we find in the Gospels.  

So, as we reflect in the coming weeks on God's gift of his Son, and on
those puzzling gifts brought by strangers from the East, I hope that we
will take seriously the need both to unwrap the spiritual gifts which
others bring us and to present our gifts to others in a way that is not
only unthreatening but also attractive.  I hope, too, that we will take
the opportunity of giving generously this Christmas to the work of
BibleLands, whose collaboration with people of all three Abrahamic
faiths (Jews, Christians, and Muslims) irrespective of political and
ethnic frontiers places many of their projects right on the front line of
the current conflicts.

Tony Dickinson

The Christmas Crib at St Francis, 2004. (Photo by Tim Edmonds)
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Local news

The Society's November magazine has an article ”Carols that count•
about our own Hazel Noakes and her team, as the star Carol Singing
fund-raisers (see below) and there is a picture of Hazel too.

The magazine also has an article ”Did you know?• describing the
house box collections, which started in 1881 and now having over
162,000 box-holders.  The average for each parish in the scheme is
24.  We at St Francis are a little behind that at present and I would be
pleased to hear from anyone who would like a box for 2007.  I will be
contacting current box-holders soon to collect your 2006
contributions.

Terry Dean, Local Secretary

Carol singing events

We shall be carol singing with children from Hamilton, Castlefield,
and High Wycombe C of E schools in The Octagon Centre on the
following days:  Friday 8th, Friday 15th and Tuesday 19th December.
The children sing from 11.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon.  Pop along, join in
and see the happy faces.

In the past three years ”we• raised £1,100 with this event.  We all
enjoy the season and The Children's Society have recognised us as the
highest carol singing fund-raisers in this period nationally. How about
that?  Well done everyone!

Hazel Noakes.
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JMB35

On Saturday 2nd December at 11.00 a.m. there will be a celebration
of the 35th Anniversary of Joyce Bennett‘s priesting. 

At a Holy Communion service the President will be 
The Revd Dr Joyce Bennett

and the Preacher will be 
The Revd Nicholas Holtham

(Vicar of St Martin-in-the-fields).

The service will be followed by a concert in
church and lunch in the church hall.

Quiet Garden - High Wycombe

The High Wycombe Quiet Garden is at Hithercroft Road, Downley.
The next meetings are from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on:

 11th December 2006: •Antiphons for today' led by Team Members

 8th January 2007: •Stones of Fire' led by Joy Tobler

Further information and directions to the garden are available from:

Lesley Wasley % 01494 523978  Mary Sketch % 01296 623068
Noreen Talbot % 01494 534882  Irene Bell  % 01628 532576 

     Thought for the month     

•Chr istmas is a hol iday that persecutes 
the lonely, the frayed, and the rejected.‘

(Jimmy Cannon)

7



DECEMBER 2006

     Dates for your Diary      

The Diary is also available on the parish website
www.terrierschurch.org.uk

where it is regularly updated with additions and changes.

2 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
11.00 a.m. Holy Communion
Celebration of the 35th Anniversary of Joyce Bennett‘s priesting
President: The Revd Dr Joyce Bennett
Preacher:  The Revd Nicholas Holtham
The service will be followed by a Concert and Lunch

3 Sun Advent 1
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion (Gift Service)
Gifts of toys to be distributed at the Women‘s Refuge Christmas
Party will be very welcome.
4.00 p.m. South Bucks Day Hospice ªLights of Loveº service
Followed by the switching on of the ”Lights of Love• tree and
seasonal refreshments in the Church Hall.

5 Tue 8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting for contemplative prayer
6 Wed St Nicholas

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks
8.00 p.m. Musicians' meeting (Vicarage)

7 Thu 2.00 p.m. Whist Club (Hall) - all welcome
8 Fri 12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)

8.30 p.m. Advent Meditation and Compline (Night Prayer)
9 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)

10 Sun Advent 2
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion 
4.00 p.m. Christingle Service ± see page 13
Followed by refreshments in the Church Hall
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13 Wed Samuel Johnson, St Lucy — see page 10

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

14 Thu 7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting
15 Fri 12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)

8.30 p.m. Advent Meditation and Compline (Night Prayer)
16 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
17 Sun Advent 3

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism
12.00 noon Lunch Club (The Terriers)
6.30 p.m. Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
A collection will be made to support the work of BibleLands, a
locally-based charity working in Israel, Lebanon and Palestine. 
There will be refreshments in the Church Hall afterwards.

20 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

21 Thu 2.00 p.m. Whist Club (Hall) - all welcome
23 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)

1.00 p.m. Wedding of David Richardson and Tracey Farley
24 Sun Christmas Eve (Advent 4)

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion (Preacher:  Val Evans)
4.00 p.m. Crib Service
11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass of the Nativity
Including the Blessing of the Crib.

25 Mon Christmas Day
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion ± a service for all ages

26 Tue St Stephen

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion with Christmas Carols
27 Wed St John the Evangelist

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) with Christmas Carols
28 Thu The Holy Innocents

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) with Christmas Carols
30 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
31 Sun Christmas 1

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
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Christmas Day Lunches 2006
at St Andrew‘s Hatters Lane

Once again St Andrew's Hatters Lane will be providing a traditional
Christmas Lunch, with entertainment and tea later in the afternoon.
They warmly welcome you, or any you may know, who will be on
their own this Christmas Day.

To reserve a place, please contact St Andrew‘s by telephone:

%  529668 between 9.30 a.m. and 12.30 p.m. Monday to Friday
(or leave a message on the answerphone outside these hours) 

or by post:

Christmas Lunch, St Andrew's Church Office,
St Andrew's Church, Hatters Lane, High Wycombe, HP13 7NJ

13th December — Who was St Lucy?

St Lucy was martyred by the Romans in the 4th century, under the
persecution of Diocletian, and became a popular
cult figure in the early church in Italy.  Churches
were dedicated to her in Rome, Naples and Venice.
At Venice the main railway station is called `Santa
Lucia' and in a nearby church survives what is
claimed to be part of her body.  Two ancient
churches in England were also dedicated to her,
but for most of us her name is remembered in the
song which carries her name: `Santa Lucia'.  This
is popular both in Italy (especially Sicily, where
she may have come from) and in Sweden, where
she is commemorated in a festival of light. 

Pre-Christmas clear-out?

Tony Dickinson is ready to help with any pre-Christmas clear-outs,
and, where appropriate and desired, to hear confessions.  He will be
available in Church on Wednesday 20th December from 11.00 a.m. to
midday, and after the 1.00 p.m. wedding on Saturday 23rd December.
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Parish Magazine - Subscribe for 2007
Terriers Parish Magazine appears ten times a year - monthly, but with
combined editions in July/August and December/January.

This is the last edition of 2006.  To renew for 2007, or to take out a
new subscription, please complete and detach the form below and
send it with a cheque for the appropriate amount (made payable to ªSt
Francis Church Terr iers PCCº) to Mrs June Findlow, either via the
mail tray at the back of the church, or by post to:

11 Fremantle Road, High Wycombe, HP13 7PQ

Subscription rates for 2007 are unchanged at:

Collection from church:  £5 

Local hand delivery (where we can arrange this):  £5

By second-class post:  £7.50 

Copies for casual sale will be available in church, price 50p  

"  - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Parish Magazine Subscription 2007

I wish to subscribe to the St Francis Parish Magazine for 2007 with
delivery as marked in the appropriate box below.  

I will collect my copy from Church (£5)

Local delivery by volunteer (£5)

By Royal Mail 2nd class post (£7.50)

Please supply a large-print copy

I enclose my cheque for £________  

Mr/Mrs/Miss/........  Name:_____________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

11



Christmas Cards or

After its success last year, once again we are not having a `letter box'
for internal Christmas cards during Advent.  Instead we have a
`Christmas tree'.  This is a picture of a tree, to which you will be able
to add a `tree decoration' with a written greeting to all your friends at
St Francis.  In return for this, we suggest that you might donate any
money that you save on cards to Christian Aid.

The front cover picture of this magazine is a detail from this wonderful fresco of
the Nativity at the Sanctuary of St Francis, Greccio.  It was photographed by

Tim Edmonds during the 2001 Parish Pilgrimage to Italy.
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Christingle 2006

Sunday 10th December
at 4.00 p.m.

Come and join us as we celebrate our annual Christingle for
The Children's Society.  This is a service for all ages,

especially children and babies

Collecting candles can be taken from the back of the church —
please return them at the service.

Christingle Workshop
Saturday 9th December at 2.00 p.m.

Helpers are needed to create the beauti ful  Chr istingle
oranges to be distr ibuted at the service.

There wi l l  be plenty of refreshments and chatter !

Please contact Hazel  Noakes on 530273 
i f you can help.

Thank you.
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JANUARY 2007

     Dates for your Diary      

The Diary is also available on the parish website
www.terrierschurch.org.uk

where it is regularly updated with additions and changes.

1 Mon Naming and Circumcision of Christ

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
Followed by seasonal refreshments in the Vicarage.

2 Tue 8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting for contemplative prayer
3 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
4 Thu 2.00 p.m. Whist Club (Hall) - all welcome
6 Sat Epiphany

9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
6.00 p.m. Parish Communion

7 Sun The Baptism of Christ
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion (for all ages)
4.00 p.m. Epiphany Party
A celebration for families in the Church Hall.

10 Wed William Laud

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks resume after Christmas 

11 Thu 7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting
12 Fri 12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)
13 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
14 Sun *** Copy deadline for the February Parish Magazine ***

Epiphany 2
8.00 a.m Holy Communion.
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
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17 Wed St Anthony of Egypt, Charles Gore

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

18 Thu Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins (ends 25th)
Daily prayer for unity at St Francis — details will be announced
in the Sunday bulletin and posted on the website.
2.00 p.m. Whist Club (Hall) - all welcome

19 Fri 12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)
20 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
21 Sun Epiphany 3

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Prayer for Healing
Including the laying on of hands and anointing
12.00 noon Lunch Club at The Terriers

24 Wed Francis de Sales

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

25 Thu Conversion of St Paul

7.30 p.m. ªSt Paul, Apostle of Unityº ± a talk, ending with
8.30 p.m. Holy Communion

26 Fri 12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)
27 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
28 Sun Publication day for the February Parish Magazine

Presentation of Christ in the Temple
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Procession of Candles

31 Wed John Bosco

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

The Fruit of Prayer

The fruit of silence is prayer
the fruit of prayer is faith
the fruit of faith is love

the fruit of love is service
the fruit of service is peace.

Mother Theresa
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Readings for December and January
Sunday, 3rd December:  Advent 1
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36; 

Sunday, 10th December:  Advent 2
Malachi 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6

Sunday, 17th December:  Advent 3
Philippians 4:4-7;  Luke 3:7-18

Sunday, 24th December:  Advent 4/Christmas Eve
Parish Communion
Micah 5:2-5a; Hebrews 10:5 -10; Luke 1:39-45
Midnight Mass of the Nativity
Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-4; John 1:1-14

Monday, 25th December Christmas Day
Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:8-20

Sunday, 31st December Christmas 1
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Luke 2:41-52

Saturday, 6th January Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12

Sunday, 7th January Baptism of Christ (Epiphany 1)
Isaiah 43:1-7; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Sunday, 14th January Epiphany 2
Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Cor inthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11

Sunday, 21st January Epiphany 3
1 Cor inthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21

Sunday, 28th January Presentation of Christ in the Temple
Malachi 3:1-5; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40
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In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:
Joyce Bennett, Gaynor Chambers, Linda Courtney, Zena Fisher, Jean and
Michael Hedgeland, Elizabeth Lampson, Joy and Ray Smith, Jill White, Diane
Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Vince Amer, Jean Barber, Stephen Benfell, Harold Blewitt, Margareta Bower,
Jenny Butterfield, Cathy Coleman (Tim Edmonds's sister) and her daughter
Ruth, Roy Coomb, Joan Cooper, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, Margaret
Day, Pam D'Silva, Brigid Dowsett, Frances Edmonds, John Edmonds-Seal,
Nikki Ferguson (Laura Mann's grand-daughter), Phyllis and Michael Fudge,
Norah Glennon, James Golightly, Lin Hallahan, Richard Harding and his
daughter Grace, Betty Hill, Anthea Hill, Florence Holmes, Anna and Frank
Jervis, Zack Leeper, Gwynedd Merrett, Bettina Michels and her family, Helen
Noakes, Angela Norton, Marie Norton, Robert Phillis, Marcia Powell, Claire
Roberts, Sarah Rolls, Christine Solomon, Irene Solomon, Rhiannon Streeter,
Betty Tetsall, Steven Tomori, Kay Watters, Bill Weinhauer, Margot Woolner,
Thelma Wright.

  From our Registers

We welcome into God's Church by baptism:

on 19th November
Lois Anderson

Shannon Skye Montague

We entrust to the Father's keeping
on 15th November

Ken Smith
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Licensed at last!
After five years of training (I was a slow learner) the day for my
licensing at Christ Church Cathedral finally dawned.  I was on a
`high' when I called for Tony at the Vicarage at 8.45 a.m. on the 4th

November and I celebrated by bawling out a few lines of `This is my
lovely day' at the bottom of the stairs.

The members of our congregation left a little later by coach, but Tony
and I needed to be at Christ Church at 10.15 a.m. to robe up, and for
me to make my formal Declaration of Assent to the Bishop.  Together
with the ten candidates, I had to declare my belief in the faith revealed
in the Holy Scriptures and the catholic creeds, and in public prayer to
use only the forms of service which are authorised or allowed.  I
promised my obedience to the Bishop of Oxford and his successors,
and also `to endeavour to promote peace and unity, to conduct myself
as becomes a worker for Christ, for the good of his Church, and for
the spiritual welfare of his people, and to give due obedience to the
minister in whose cure I may serve...'.  I am not by nature a
conformist but I found myself making these vows in all seriousness
and sincerity.  Minutes later we were processing to our places while
singing `For all the saints...'.
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I was absolutely choked with emotion, especially when seeing my
family and friends nearby.  The service was led by Bishop Colin of
Dorchester who questioned the Diocesan Adviser as to our suitability,
then the people and parish priests promised to uphold us in our
ministry and then we had to make a series of promises of commitment
to our ministry.  

The promises made, and the way was now clear for our licensing by
the Bishop.  He held our hands as he spoke the words and presented
each of us with a copy of the Bible.  Then the Diocesan Advisor put
on our preaching scarf and delivered the licence.  The service
proceeded with blessings, prayers, hymns and the Eucharist, with the
newly-licensed Lay Ministers pronouncing the dismissal `Go in peace
to love and serve the Lord'.  Then Bishop Colin led us out through the
congregation to the hymn `To God be the glory! Great things He hath
done!'  It was a wonderfully joyful occasion which will continue to
inspire me.

Afterwards there were group photos with the Bishop, and with
friends, hugs all round, lots of lovely cards and unexpected gifts to
encourage me on my way.  I showed my grandchildren the `Harry
Potter' staircase, then stowed my precious new robes in the car boot,
and rushed down to Brown's at St. Giles for celebratory meal.
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On Sunday ± robed and preaching at the all-age service for the first
time ± I enjoyed the children doing the Lord's Prayer with actions,
and then relaxed over the fine parish lunch afterwards.  What a
weekend!

So what is different?  I have been ministering throughout my training
so it is really a case of more of the same ±  preaching once a month,
more time for pastoral visiting and encouraging people in the growth
of faith.  I will only be robed in church when on duty otherwise I shall
be sitting near the back of the church.  The only new area will be
taking the occasional funeral, and I am observing funerals which Tony
is taking in preparation for this.

My thanks to Tony, the PCC and all who have encouraged and
supported me during my training, and who celebrated the Licensing
Service with me. 

Val Evans

The photos were taken by Val Jones (individual) and Tony Dickinson (group).

www.terrierschurch.org.uk

The parish website is updated weekly with information about the
church and its activities, including:  Sunday notices, sermons, details

of forthcoming events, current and back-issues of the Parish
Magazine, news, photos ... and much more!

Feedback?  Comments? Suggestions?
Please email: webmaster@terr ierschurch.org.uk

Who said this?

But what minutes! Count them by sensation, 
and not by calendars, and each moment is a day.   

(Answer on page 22)
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Helen Berhane released!
Amnesty International announced on 3rd November that Eritrean
Gospel singer Helen Berhane had been released after being detained
incommunicado without charge or trial for two and a half years at Mai
Serwa army camp.  She has been our adopted `prisoner of conscience
this year and she was among 2,000 detained members of banned
evangelical churches in Eritrea, including her own Rema church,
which has been subjected to sustained persecution by the Eritrean
government in the last four years.

Helen spent most of her detention in inhuman and degrading
conditions inside a metal shipping container which was used as a
prison cell.  The authorities reportedly tortured her many times to
make her recant her faith. In October 2006, she was admitted to
hospital in Asmara as a result of new beatings.  She was released in
late October but is said to be confined to a wheelchair due to the
injuries she sustained to her feet and legs.  She refused to abandon her
faith despite the threats and ill-treatment. 

Notwithstanding Helen Berhane's release, Amnesty International
remains concerned that the systematic persecution of people on the
basis of their religion continues unabated in Eritrea.   We should
continue to hold Helen, and all others persecuted for their religion, in
our prayers.

(Information from Amnesty International Press Release)
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Kenneth James Smith 1935 — 2006
Family, friends and the congregation of St. Francis were shocked and
grieved at dear Ken's sudden death on Wednesday, 8th November.
During the past two years Ken had wrestled bravely with heart disease
and was to have had a pacemaker fitted two days later. There were
great hopes that this procedure would have stabilised his condition,
and Ken and Doreen had spent a good time in Spain building him up
in readiness for the surgery.  Our hearts go out to Doreen and family,
sons, Kevin and Paul and grandchildren.

Ken and Doreen have been active members of St. Francis since the
late 1960's, contributing much to the social life of the church and
community over a period of about twenty-five years.  It was Doreen's
declining health which led them to set up their second home in Spain
where they could walk and swim daily in that more temperate climate.
However, they kept their links in the UK returning each winter to
enjoy the benefits of central heating, and to escape the intense heat in
the summer.  It was good to see them sitting in their usual seats at St.
Francis sporting their Mediterranean tans.  Over the last two years we
have seen a lot more of Ken while he has been treated for his illness,
and we have held him in our prayers each week. He remained calm
and positive throughout this trying period with a smile for everyone
around him.  We shall miss him very much.

His funeral took place at St. Francis on Wednesday, 15th November,
with the church full of family and friends.  The service was a
celebration of Ken's happy life and his love of music.  We processed
out of church singing the hymn, `O when the saints go marching in Œ
I want to be there in that number Œ'.

Love doesn't end with dying
Or leave with the last breath

For someone you've loved deeply
Love doesn't end with death.

Val Evans

Answer to the question on page 20:

Benjamin Disraeli
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” I am the vine, you are the branches•  (John 15:5)

On the Grapevine       

 Congratulations to Brenda Matthews on reaching her 70th

birthday on 18th October.  Eleanor Curtis took this picture of her
enjoying a celebration with her family at St Edmund Campion
Church, Hazlemere, on 21st October.

 At the Parish Communion on 15th October, 108 people ªstood up
against povertyº in church, contributing to a world-wide total of

over 23 million.  It has been confirmed by the Guinness Book of
Records as the largest mass action ever.

 We have some news from Monica and Peter Ward ± Peter is
recovering from a poorly spell, and they are looking forward to

attending a weekend conference at High Leigh with members of their
congregation.  They send their good wishes to all at St Francis.

 And finally...  it's goodbye from your Editor for the last five years
as this is the last issue from Tim Edmonds. Thanks to all who

have helped me, especially, my family, and please give your support
to my successor, Eileen Chapman. 

Thanks to Eleanor Curtis, Tony Dickinson and Val Evans for input.
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The church seen from Amersham Hill Gardens (photo by Tim Edmonds)

Accessibility at Terriers Church

Sidesmen are on duty at the main church services to welcome you.
Please ask for assistance if you need it.

There is a car park at the church.  Although no designated disabled
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties are
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors. 

Access is down steps.  A lift is available at the left-hand entrance. 

There is a hearing loop in church.

A large-print version of the service book is available.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

www.ter r ierschurch.org.uk

Front cover picture:  Detail of the Nativity fresco at the Sanctuary of St Francis,
Greccio, Italy,.  (Photographed by Tim Edmonds on 23rd October 2001 during

the Parish Pilgrimage.  See also page 12.)
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