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St Francis of Assisi - Terriers and Totteridge

Services

Full details of Sunday and weekday services and other church
activities are in the Diary section later in this magazine.

Contact information

If you would like a visit from the vicar, or if there is anything you
would like to discuss, please give your name and address to him or
one of the Churchwardens, or telephone to arrange a visit.  

Names and contact details for the church officers and those
responsible for church activities are on the back cover.  

Accessibility

Sidesmen are on duty at the church to welcome you.  Please ask for
assistance if you need it.

There is a car park at the church.  Although no designated disabled
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties are
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors. 

Access is down steps.  A lift is available at the left-hand entrance. 

There is a hearing loop in church.

A large-print version of the service book is available.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

March magazine

Copy deadline:  Sunday, 13th February
Publication date:  Sunday 27th February

Editor:  Tim Edmonds a  526346
90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE

email: tfedmonds@btopenworld.com

Cover picture:  Window of the former chapel at the Royal Grammar School -
see the article on page 15.  (Photo by Tim Edmonds)

2



Celebrity, Power and Love
Realists tell us that the ultimate question in all human relationships,
and especially political and economic relationships, can be expressed
briefly in the two words ”Who? Whom?•.  Who, in other words, is
exercising power and over whom is it being exercised?  If we lift our
eyes from the latest royal scandal, and the goings-on in the ”Big
Brother• house, we can see many examples of this in the world
around us, from the Middle East to the USA and back to the People‘s
Republic of China.  Cynics might argue that our obsession with Prince
Harry‘s (lack of) taste in fancy dress and the fun and games
surrounding Germaine Greer‘s abrupt departure from ”Celebrity Big
Brother• are classic examples of the use of media power by those who
want to distract the rest of us from seeing how power is exercised, and
for whose benefit.

In early February, as Lent begins, we will be reminded how Jesus was
faced with the question ”Who? Whom?• during his time of testing in
the wilderness.   There, so both Matthew and Luke tell us, he was
confronted with the invitation to exercise power in three different
ways, by providing food for the hungry, by becoming a ”celebrity•,
and by taking power over the kingdoms of the world.  But, in each
case, he rejects the invitation because he recognises that each of these
three ways to power come with a price-tag attached
— the damage done not only by but also to the person
who wields the power.  As the historian Lord Acton
realised more than a century ago, ”Power tends to
corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely•.  In

that insight he echoed the words of
one of this country‘s greatest Prime
Ministers, William Pitt (the elder),
who warned the House of Lords in January, 1770 that
”Unlimited power is apt to corrupt the minds of those
who possess it.•   In recent months we have seen that
happen at all levels of the US-led operations in Iraq,
with appalling consequences for both individuals and
communities.

The only power that Jesus is prepared to exercise is the power of self-
giving, suffering love.  He refuses to endorse political programmes.
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He responds to human need. He includes the outcast. He blesses the
marginalised. He consorts with the despised and the rejected. He
shows by his actions what the kingdom of God is like, a kingdom
where all are equally valued — and valued for what they are, not for
what they have.

We caught a glimpse of that kingdom last month in the outpouring of
generosity from many peoples and nations in response to the tsunami
in the Indian Ocean and in the actions of individuals. One man, when
the disaster first struck, saw his own family to safety and then
returned to the surging waters to bring out others who were in
difficulty.  A builder from South London wondered if his skills might
be useful in helping to rebuild shattered communities and flew out to
work in a camp for the homeless in Thailand.  The Roman Catholic
bishop in the Andaman Islands turned down the offer of a helicopter
flight out of danger so that he could stay and care for his battered and
grieving people.

If you're wondering what you might ªgive up for Lentº this year, may
I suggest that you look at the areas in your life where you exercise
power over others and see how you can give up that power — for their
good, and for yours.

Tony Dickinson

The altar has been relocated to the nave while telecommunications 
equipment is installed in the tower.  (Photo by Tim Edmonds)
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For our 2005 Lent Project we are supporting HOPE Africa, a Social
Development initiative of the Anglican Diocese of Cape Town, South
Africa.  HOPE Africa originated in an outreach programme that dealt
mainly with social injustices from apartheid but today it focuses on
people-centred development aimed at eradicating poverty.  Much of
this work is done in partnership with other Anglican organisations
worldwide as well as local, business and and government groups. 

Health Opportunity Partnership Employment

A project that we are making a special effort to support is a small
hospice in the village of Hawston, in the Overberg Region of the
Western Cape, about an hour's drive from Cape Town.  For many
people in Hawston, life is hard and the village is plagued by
unemployment and lack of facilities.  Medical care is woefully
inadequate.  For those who suffer from a terminal illness there is pain
and discomfort - often they lie on a thin mattress in a damp shack.
Nourishing broth and painkillers are luxuries few people can afford.

As a parish priest the Revd Pamela Parenzee visits the sick to bring
spiritual comfort but she desperately wants to give practical help too.
With help from HOPE Africa she has started a small hospice in a
derelict house next door to the church.  This still needs more
equipment and facilities so that further patients can be admitted, so
here is our opportunity to  help.

Our first event for the Lent Project is a
Pancake Supper and Quiz
in the Church Hall at 7.30 p.m. on

Shrove Tuesday, 8th February  

For more details speak to either of the churchwardens, 
Keith Gordon and Val Jones.
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From the Editor

This year sees the 75th anniversary of the dedication of our church of
St Francis of Assisi.  Starting in April there is a programme of special
events to celebrate and you can see what is planned in the programme
published on page 11.  Full information about each event will be
included in the magazine as details become available.

I plan to mark the 75th anniversary in the magazine by including some
items relating to Terriers and Totteridge over the life of the church,
starting in this issue with something on our neighbour the Royal
Grammar School (see page 15).  I am keen to include anything
relating to churches (not just ours!) and the wider community:
people, schools, shops, business, the University College and so on.  If
you have some photographs or memories that might be included, or
perhaps you would like to write something yourself, then  please get
in touch with me and let's see what we can do.

To recognise the •green' credentials of our church dedication I would
like to include a regular spot in the magazine to explore
environmental issues, especially from the Christian angle.  To start
things off, see page 22 for news of a major environmental conference
being held at our neighbouring church of St Andrew, Hatters Lane, in
February.  If you would like to write something for this •Green Spot'
in a future month then I'd love to hear from you.

Finally, I am looking for ideas and magazine contributions this year
relating to Christianity in the community outside •church'.  This
month a local Christian counsellor writes about her calling.  Let me
have your suggestions or, even better, your contributions.

Tim Edmonds

6



Gill‘s Story

Gill Morris BSc offers counselling in relational issues using a variety of
cognitive and psychodynamic methods.  She is also a Christian and is
accredited by the ACC (Association of Christian Counsellors).  Here she shares
the story of her calling into counselling.

I remember asking Jesus into my heart ± I was 5 years old and I felt
really wonderful, like skipping and dancing back from church.  I grew
up in what I thought was a normal everyday family, I was the second
of four children but my father and two brothers were profoundly
dyslexic.  However, dyslexia was not understood very well then and
my childhood days were not always happy times, partially because I
was unhappy at school.

I sometimes played truant and I found school difficult to cope with
mainly because I had little or no support at home, as my father placed
little value on education.  I cannot ever remember my father looking
at my school report or visiting on school open evenings.  However,
my mother did her best struggling to bring up 4 children with little
financial help; my father was self-employed and did not always have
work.  I think this led to a lot of pressure in the home and I can often
remember my father being angry and rather volatile in his behaviour.
Sometimes he would beat my elder brother and my mother would try
to intervene; I remember looking on helplessly.  I realise now that my
father was a victim of his own family background and, to some
extent, the war.  I hold no blame for my father's behaviour and
although at one time I was angry, I am now able to reach out with the
help of God's love.

I left school at 15 having no real qualifications, but in the sixties this
did not seem to matter as work was in plentiful supply.  I would have
preferred to have waited until I was 16 before leaving school but, with
shirts riding up my back and holes in my shoes, I felt leaving school
then was the best decision.  I developed sensitivity at home to my
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father's moodiness and God has used this part of my character
positively, because in recent years this sensitivity has enhanced my
counselling ability.  I was still in my adolescence when I met a maths
student and when he graduated we got married.  I felt my husband's
kind and gentle ways was God's intervention as I could have so easily
been drawn to a man with similar characteristics as my father.  I felt
insignificant, insecure and my self-esteem was very low and I lacked
confidence academically.  I grew in confidence over time, then
returned to education and studied psychology before going on to train
as a counsellor.  I was the most surprised when I graduated from both
of these courses with honours as I remember the frustrating periods of
learning.  I now realise how God has been with me on my journey
every step of the way, enabling, strengthening and increasing my
capacity, helping me to grow in responsibility.

Looking back, God provided a supportive loving environment that
compensated for early losses and this was like a springboard enabling
me to grow in faith, character and maturity striving towards my full
potential.  I now find it a privilege helping and supporting my clients
through their emotional difficulties, whether it is from relational
issues or other complex needs.

The little girl of 5 years cried out to God and found enough faith to
understand that her Heavenly Father had a plan for her life and was
always in control.  The two passages of scripture that have stayed
with me through my life are; how ªmy Heavenly Father knows my
needs and provides for themº Matt. 6:25-34 and ªsurely I am with you
always even to the end of the ageº Matt. 28:20.  

Gill Morris

You can contact Gill Morris at:

Oasis Counselling Centre
128 Desborough Road

High Wycombe  HP11 2PU

Telephone: 01494 639298
Email: gill.morris20@ntlworld.com
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Colin Banks's picture shows an encounter between some walkers and
a hippopotamus during the last walk of 2004 on Saturday 6th

November.  It happened between Cookham and Maidenhead.

The first walk of 2005 takes place on Saturday 3rd February and
newcomers will be most welcome.  Details of the venue will be
posted on the notice board just inside the church as soon as they have
been finalised.

Lighthouse High Wycombe

Are you interested in starting a new ªLighthouseº holiday club in
High Wycombe?  This is a new venture, in addition to the very
successful Lighthouse Hazlemere.  

If you would like to be involved then please come to a meeting on
26th February at 3.00 p.m. at the Kings Centre, Desborough Road. 

For more information please call a  714012. 
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Prosperity with a purpose?

As a nation we are more prosperous than ever before.  Yet in spite of
the Government's efforts, over three million children are still living in
poor households, three million households regularly borrow money at
interest rates of 180% APR and above - and the gap between rich and
poor continues to grow.

Starting this year, what used to be known as Unemployment Sunday
has become Poverty Action Sunday and the focus has been shifted
from unemployment to poverty action. Even as the economy moves
towards `full employment', unemployment and low pay continue to
be a serious concern for many, yet now the largest single group of
people experiencing poverty are in work. With a broader focus on
`poverty action' CAP (Church Action on Poverty) hopes to attract
more churches and groups across the country to reflect on what they
might do to help tackle the root causes of poverty and economic
injustice in the UK.

Timed to coincide with the publication of a major report of the same
title by the Churches Together in Britain and Ireland at the end of
February, CAP hopes Poverty Action Sunday, 6th February, will
provide an opportunity for Churches to reflect on one of the most
pressing questions which faces us as a society:  What is the purpose of
our prosperity, and how can we find ways to share it more justly?

     Thought for the month     

•A Chr istian is the keyhole
through which others see God.‘

(Robert E. Gibson)
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Our 75th Anniversary Programme
2005 is the 75th anniversary of the dedication of our church.  There will be a
number of events from early April through to the Dedication Festival itself in
October.  Please put these dates in your Diary.

Saturday 9th April (evening)
Histor ic Quiz Night

Saturday 7th May (evening)
Cheese and Wine Par ty

Saturday 11th June (afternoon)
On foot Treasure Hunt within the Par ish

Saturday 11th June (evening)
Car ibbean Evening

Saturday 9th July and Sunday 10th July
Flower Festival

 including Organ Inter ludes on Saturday 9th July (afternoon)

Saturday 10th September (evening)
L ine Dance and BBQ

Monday 12th September to Tuesday 11th October
Ar t Exhibition

(To be opened by the Bishop of Oxford at 8.00 p.m. on Monday 12th September)

Saturday 24th September (evening)
Harvest Supper

Sunday 2nd October (10.00 a.m.)
Patronal Festival

Sunday 9th October (10.00 a.m.)
Dedication Festival

(with the Bishop of Buckingham presiding and preaching) followed by
 A Concer t of popular music through the decades and Lunch

Alongside these events we will be carrying out a •Parish Audit‘ to understand
the St Francis community and our place within the wider community.  We are
also arranging to have visiting preachers on the Sundays following our main
events (10th April, 8th May, 12th June and 11th September).  
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FEBRUARY

     Dates for your Diary     

1 Tue 8.30 p.m. Julian Meeting
2 Wed Presentation of Christ in the Temple

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks
8.00 p.m. Parish Communion

5 Sat Walkers Unite(d) - see page 9
6 Sun Sunday next before Lent (Quinquagesima)

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion (All Age Service)
6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Taizé)

8 Tue Shrove Tuesday

7.30 p.m. Pancake Supper and Quiz 
This event supports our Lent Project - see page 5

9 Wed Ash Wednesday

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion with imposition of ashes (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks
8.00 p.m. Parish Communion with imposition of ashes

11 Fri 8.30 p.m. Compline
13 Sun Lent 1

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
Our Lent Project (see page 5) will be launched at this service

6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (BCP)
16 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
18 Fri 8.30 p.m. Compline
20 Sun Lent 2

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
12.00 noon Lunch Club (The Terriers)
6.30 p.m. Prayer for Healing

23 Wed St Polycarp (see opposite)

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

25 Fri 8.30 p.m. Compline
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26 Sat Climate Change: How Christians Respond
Day conference at St Andrew‘s Hatters Lane (see page 22)
3.00 p.m. Lighthouse meeting at the King‘s Centre (see page 9)

27 Sun Lent 3
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
6.30 p.m. Holy Communion

28 Mon 7.30 p.m. •Renewal for a Mission-shaped Church‘
Martin Cavender (St Andrew‘s Hatters Lane)
This event is sponsored by Churches Together in East Wycombe
and is intended primarily for Church Council members. and their
equivalents, but others are welcome.

23rd February - Who was St Polycarp?
St Polycarp was a celebrated martyr in the early history of
Christianity; he lived between 70 and 155 AD and was a pupil of the
apostle John the Evangelist.  Among his writings were letters written
to the church at Philippi, in which he
encourages the members to remain strong
in their faith and to flee from
materialism; he also instructs the
members in the proper handling of
financial dishonesty that was creeping
into the church.  

At a young age Polycarp became bishop
of Smyrna (modern day Izmir in Turkey)
where he championed tradition and sound doctrine and was active in
opposing some of the early heresies that were beginning to spread
throughout the Christian church.  

His martyrdom came in old age and is a well documented event of
the Christian persecutions by the Roman emperors.  Asked to make a
declaration of allegiance and to offer incense at Caesar's statue
Polycarp responded:  ªEighty-six years I have served Christ, and He
never did me any wrong.  How can I blaspheme my King who saved
me?º  For this he was burned alive at the stake. 

13



Small Window
Standing on my bed, gazing out of my small window,

Name and number, razor scars,
Four walls and bars.

Gazing out of my small window,
In here it‘s rain and clouds.

Trying to remain slightly proud,
Gazing, thinking back to the days of my crowd.

Gazing out of my small window
I see blue skies; the birds sing;

These walls cry.
I see the odd lorry pass by.

Over that thirty foot wall I see summer‘s trees,
In the winter I see falling leaves.

Gazing out of my small window
Sadness I feel,

As I see far in the distance green hills.
I feel like I‘m miles away from civilisation,

Just another number in the prison population.

I never gazed out of my window today.
Freedom‘s over that wall, but seems like years away.

The days are long; the days go slow.

It‘s amazing what I see out of that small window,
I feel isolated, plus I feel the hurt;

Prison officers treating me like dirt.
In between the walls that are mean,

Crazy thoughts for company is just a daily routine.

A new day is rising in an hour or so
But for now,

I‘m just going to gaze out of my small window.

Justin

(The poet is an inmate of Aylesbury Young Offenders Institution.  Thanks to Jo‘
Williams for sending this poem and to Justin for allowing us to publish his

work.  There will be more of Justin‘s poems in future editions of the magazine.)
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Community History

Street names and stained glass
Many people are familiar with Arnison Avenue, the street that joins
Amersham Road beside the Vicarage, but as
time goes on few will remember the man
after whom it is named.  George W. Arnison
was the Headmaster of the Royal Grammar
School from 1905 until 1933 and therefore
was in charge during the move from the old
premises in Easton Street to the present site
at the top of Amersham Hill.

This was not the only transition with which he was closely connected,
for Arnison also saw his church move into a
new building.  He was Chairman of Terriers
District Church Council in the 1920s, when
the worship took place in an old wooden hut
where the Church Hall now stands, and
remained in the chair until 1931, after the
new church of St Francis had been built and
dedicated.  

When Arnison retired as Headmaster of the
RGS in 1933 his successor was Edmund R. Tucker, a Christian who
also became closely involved in the community and in particular at St
Francis', where he became a Lay Preacher and took occasional
services during the 1940s and 1950s.  During 15 years of Tucker's
headship a confirmation service for boys
from the RGS was held at St Francis' and
for most of that period there was also a
communion service for the school in
church.  When these RGS services at
Terriers ceased in 1960 the reason was
that Tucker had converted a room at the
school into a chapel, which was
consecrated in that year and thus services
could be held at the school.  
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Tucker died in office in 1964 and subsequently both he and Arnison
were commemorated in the stained glass windows in the chapel, as
shown on the front cover picture.  (The portraits of Arnison and
Tucker on the previous page are enlarged sections of the cover
picture.)  The RGS chapel was deconsecrated in March 2003 and
converted to Economics classrooms, but fortunately the stained glass
has been retained.  It is most clearly visible to visitors at evening
functions when lights are on in the classrooms and shines through the
coloured panes.  If you get the chance to visit look up from the
quadrangle to first floor level at the middle of the old main building.  

In 1977 houses were being built in a new residential cul-de-sac off the
corner of Amersham Hill Drive, just inside our parish boundary.  The

developer's initial proposal for a name was
`Hillcrest' but early in 1978 the council
committee responsible for street names
decided on `John Hall Close' after the local
MP.  However this was overturned by
another committee which felt that such a
small road was not, apparently, suitable for
someone as distinguished as a Member of

Parliament.  As an alternative `Tucker Close' was put forward, subject
to the approval of Mr Tucker's family.  His daughter Mrs Foley gave
the go-ahead in April 1978.

Although it seems likely that Tucker Close is named after the
headmaster, I am not certain that this is the case.  The RGS archives
do not contain any documents that help, and the Wycombe District
Council records only refer to Tucker by surname, so it is possible that
this is someone completely different.  The only piece of information
that may provide that link is the married name of Mr Tucker's
daughter.  So, do you know if the Mrs Foley mentioned in the the
council documents really was Edmund Tucker's daughter?  

If you can help then please let me know and I will pass this
information on to the school and the council. 

Tim Edmonds

Thanks to John Mitchell, RGS Archivist, and Tina Charlton-Jones at Wycombe
District Council for help with the preparation of this article.  The photos were
taken by Tim Edmonds.
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South Bucks Hospice Warehouse Now Open
It's been a great start to the New Year for The South Bucks Hospice,
we have opened a warehouse at:

 Unit 7, Wye Estate, London Road, High Wycombe

a  01494 537703

From Monday 24th January the warehouse has been open to receive
goods, Monday to Friday 8.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.  We also hope to be
open Saturday from 9.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. (please telephone first).

Donations of goods and clothes are welcome including small items of
furniture, BUT we cannot accept large items such as beds, settees,
three-piece suites or wardrobes.

The warehouse is on the London Road, on the right travelling from
High Wycombe to Beaconsfield, on the estate after Currys . 

The manager is Pauline Kennedy- she will welcome your donations. 

Quiet Garden - High Wycombe

The High Wycombe Quiet Garden is at Hithercroft Road, Downley.
The next meeting is from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on 14th February:

 `Soil and Soul' led by Anne Bowker

Further information and directions to the garden are available from:

Lesley Wasley a  523978, Mary Sketch a  01296 623068, 
Noreen Talbot a  534882, Pat Hastings a  483533, 

Audrey Upshall a  444448 or Irene Bell  a  01628 532576. 
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Don‘t miss our  Lent Project

 Organ Recital
 at 3.00 p.m. on 

Sunday 13rd March
To be given by

Edward McCall
(Organist at St Birinus and St John)

Admission is free but there wi l l  be a col lection
towards our  Lent Project appeal

In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:
Joseph Atkinson, Rosemary Bossingham, Martin Braisher, Gaynor Chambers,
Tim Edmonds, Jean and Michael Hedgeland, John and Joan Ludlow, Cyril
Mines, Joy and Ray Smith, Jill White, Dorothy Williams, Diane Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Vince Amer, Lydia Bowmaker, Roland Brinkworth, Jenny Butterfield, Marie
Childs, Jeffrey Collis, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, Anne Dobson, George
Dowsett, Katie Foster, Phyllis and Michael Fudge, Sam and Norah Glennon,
James Golightly, Colin Gowers, Carol Griffiths and her family, Diane Harris,
Katharine Jackman, Zeta Jacobs, Julie James, Anna and Frank Jervis, Doris
Knee, Derek Lissenden, Lily Maher, Ted Martin, Bettina Michels and her
family, Teresa Moore and her family, Mary Morgan, Angela Norton, Marie
Norton, Roy Parkinson, Mona Paulley, Mick Payne, Anne Portsmouth, Marcia
Powell, Kerry Purvis, Kevin Smith, Irene Solomon, Ruth Steadman, Mary
Stubbs, Carol and Paul Twitchin, Monica and Peter Ward, Bill Weinhauer,
Olga Whenray, Raymond Winterbourne, Lorna Woodward and her family, Zoe
and her family.
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The Suffering Servant
The trouble with writing these articles topically is that they are always
published around a month after having been written.  By the time you
read this, therefore, I imagine that the media will have stopped much
of the coverage of the tsunami disaster in Asia and Africa.  But the
pain will not have stopped.

I cannot even begin to imagine what the victims are going through at
the moment. What must it be like to lose both parents, most of your
friends, your house and all your
belongings, and even the small
things like the shop down the
road that sells the best
sandwichesŒ

Yet this is reality for many
people.  Everything is gone ± all
at once.  I dare say that none of us
can know what this must feel like,
and how much suffering these
people have to go through.  Why
should they suffer while we carry
on our lives (perhaps minus a tenner that we have donated) normally?
It is natural for many people to question God's place in all of this.
Isn't He meant to be in control of everyone's destiny?  The question
on many people's lips is why would He allow this pain?

Strangely, it only seems to be the God of the Bible that seems to be
called into question by such events.  I have never heard people
attacking Muslims or Hindus on this issue, which strikes me as a little
odd.  For the main reason that the other gods do not know what
suffering is like.  Our God does.

When faced with pain, sin and guilt, our God came down to Earth to
suffer the consequences for us.  I can guarantee that you do not know
what this feels like.  I have mentioned in previous articles how what
Jesus had to endure was far more than simply physical pain, but
encompassed also our guilt, shame and sin.  But what I want to
consider this time is the pain that God the Father went through.
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Of course to consider the Father and the Son completely separately
would be wrong as they are one and the same God.  Yet at one point
on the cross, Jesus cried out ªMy God, why have you abandoned
me?º (Mark 15:34, MSG).  After an incredibly close relationship with
his heavenly Father (for example, calling him Abba ± or dad in
English) he was suddenly abandoned.  I had always previously looked
at this as Jesus no longer being able to hear His Father's voice, but
then a friend of mine told me about a Mike Pilavachi sermon that she
had once heard, and how we should also think about God the Father
actually not being able to look at His only Son any more.

God watched as Jesus was flogged, beaten, spat at, insulted and
finally nailed to a cross.   When they threw dice to decide who would

get Jesus' undergarments, God watched.
Eventually Jesus' body was filled with so
much of our sin that his Father turned his
gaze away and ªabandonedº him.  How
easy would it have been for God to send
down an army of angels to rescue Jesus?
To be so hurt by the pain done to His Son
as to say: ªEnough is enough.  They're not
worth it!º

But He didn't.  He allowed the suffering of His totally innocent son
for our sakes.  And I know He would have done it just for me alone,
as well.

Why does God allow suffering?  I don't know.  All I know is that God
Himself has suffered, although I deserve the pain that Jesus took for
me.  I don't know how many of the hundreds of thousands of those
who died accepted God's gracious mercy before the disaster struck,
but I suspect that a great many did not.  How much must this break
God's heart?  When He provided a way out for them at such great
cost, and yet they did not take it?

At times such as these it is easy to blame God for the problems in the
world, but we should be thanking Him because we deserve far, far
worse.

Steve Greenhill
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” I am the vine, you are the branches•  (John 15:5)

On the Grapevine       

 With the imminent arrival of his 80th birthday in January, Len
Gregory retired as Head Server on 28th November 2004.  We

owe a big debt of thanks to Len for his years of faithful work and
offer a warm welcome to his successor, Robin Crofton.

 In December Julie Car twr ight left her job as Chaplain of South
Bucks NHS Trust (Wycombe General Hospital) after 7½ years.

Best wishes to her in her new job as Chaplain of South Warwickshire
Combined Care NHS Trust at Coventry.  

 It was good to welcome Jo‘ Williams back as our preacher
during Advent, when she managed to take time off from her busy

job at Aylesbury Young Offenders Institution to visit us.

 Best wishes to Mrs Nancy Lewis who, after a spell in hospital at
Wycombe and Amersham, has made a good recovery and has

recently moved to Icknield Court at Princes Risborough.  

Hameed (Arabic for `cooing of a dove') is a Fair Trade shop
specialising in Palestinian handcrafts and which aims to provide

a sustainable source of income for craftspeople working in co-
operative societies in the West Bank, Gaza and Lebanon.  For more
information contact the local rep, Clare Booth % 01628 890951.

Thanks to Len Gregory, Julie Cartwright, Val Evans and the PCC for input.
News about local people and events is always welcome.

Who said this?

•Asking people about their opinions is a very good way of 
making fr iends.  Telling them about your own opinions can 

also work, but not always quite as well.‘
(Answer on page 22)
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The Green Spot

Climate Change: How Christians Respond
Oxford Diocese is hosting what could well be the biggest Christian
environmental meeting ever held in the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire
and Oxfordshire Region on Saturday 26th February at St Andrew's
Church, Hatters Lane, from 9.30 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.  

Its aim is to present the Christian environmental message, particularly
concentrating on the issue of climate change, and
the hope is that this will stimulate Christians to
take action at all levels:  personal, local, church,
regional, national and international.  The Bishop of
Oxford, Richard Harries, will be chairing the
conference and there will be lots of different
content with keynote speakers Sir John Houghton
and Claire Foster, workshops, small groups, and
exhibitions, and plenty of time to talk.

The cost for those coming by foot, bicycle or public transport will be
£1. For those coming by car the fee will be £10 per carload.  Please
bring your own sandwich lunch.  Donations will be requested for tea/
coffee and biscuits.

The booking form for the conference is downloadable from

http://oxford.anglican.org/detail.php?id=1339

Alternatively contact Canon Christopher Hall

The Knowle, Deddington, Banbury, OX15 0TB 
achall@globalnet.co.uk      % 01869 338225

Answer to the question on page 21:

Douglas Adams  
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Voluntary Vacancies

Use your spare time to help others - there are plenty of opportunities to be
found at Volunteer Focus, so why not call us if one of these interests you:

• The Pop-In Centre in for older people in High Wycombe needs
volunteers to help provide activities, company and lunch for their
clients.  Could you spare a couple of hours on Tuesdays or Thursdays.

• Wycombe Hospital Tea Bar and League of Fr iends Shop are looking
for help.  You would be part of a team of volunteers serving visitors to
the hospital.  Help is needed during the day and on Friday evenings.

• Could you offer emotional and practical support to victims of crime?
Victim Suppor t trains volunteers to give assistance to such victims and
their families in the Wycombe area.  Full training and support is given.  

• Are you a DIY enthusiast?  The South Bucks Hospice is looking for a
volunteer to undertake small jobs.  It could be putting up shelves or
small repair jobs.  Do you have the enthusiasm and time to help?

• Mar low Age Concern Day Centre would like to recruit some
volunteers to help them.  You could help the minibus drivers collect
their clients or perhaps you could help cook their lunch.

• Iain Rennie Hospice at Home provides support to people with life
limiting illnesses and their families.  Volunteers who are fluent in
English and at least one other language are needed to visit patients and
families to translate on behalf of the nursing teams.  This could mean
giving difficult news to people.  If think you could help please call us.

• Do you enjoy crafts?  Would you be willing to pass on your knowledge
and enthusiasm to others?  The Bucks Association for the Blind and
Par tially Sighted would like a volunteer to come to their fortnightly
craft club on Thursday afternoons to teach their members new crafts.

More information?  Call Volunteer Focus on % 451700.  

Office hours are Monday - Friday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  An answerphone is
available outside these hours. 

You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk 
or call at:  The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe.

The Wycombe & District Volunteer Bureau -  is supported by Wycombe District
Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.
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Who‘s Who at St Francis‘
All telephone numbers are local - STD code 01494

Vicar The Revd Canon Tony Dickinson               % 520676
St Francis' Vicarage
High Wycombe  HP13 5AB

tony.dickinson@ukonline.co.uk

Reader (training) Valerie Evans % 531023
Churchwarden Keith Gordon % 531570
Churchwarden Valerie Jones % 439154

Church Cleaning Organiser Joy Smith % 522987
Flower Rota Organiser Rosemary Bossingham % 441809
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps % 816416
Magazine Subs/Distribution June Findlow % 524491
Organist Tessa Walker % 441698
PCC Secretary John Norton % 437105
PCC Treasurer Veronica Edmonds % 526346
Sacristan Mary Phipps % 816416
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson % 520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps % 816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock % 534634

Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock % 451771
Church Hall Office % 462911
Church Hall Pay-phone % 462909

Magazine Editor Tim Edmonds
90 Green Hill
High Wycombe  HP13 5QE

% 526346

tfedmonds@btopenworld.com

Webmaster Keith Walter
klwalter@bigfoot.com

% 442415

Website:  http://parishes.oxford.anglican.org/terriers/

 If you know of any changes to the above list, please share this
with the Vicar, Webmaster and Magazine Editor.
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