
� � � �

� � � �

�������
	�� ��
 �����
� � ��� �

��� ��� � ��
 � 	 � !"� � �

Website:  http://www.terrierschurch.org.uk/



St Francis of Assisi - Terriers and Totteridge

Services

Full details of Sunday and weekday services and other church
activities are in the Diary section later in this magazine.

Contact information

If you would like a visit from the vicar, or if there is anything you
would like to discuss, please give your name and address to him or
one of the Churchwardens, or telephone to arrange a visit.  

Names and contact details for the church officers and those
responsible for church activities are on the back cover.  

Accessibility

Sidesmen are on duty at the church to welcome you.  Please ask for
assistance if you need it.

There is a car park at the church.  Although no designated disabled
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties are
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors. 

Access is down steps.  A lift is available at the left-hand entrance. 

There is a hearing loop in church.

A large-print version of the service book is available.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

September magazine

Copy deadline:  Sunday, 14th August
Publication date:  Sunday 28th August

Editor:  Tim Edmonds a  526346
90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE

email: tfedmonds@btopenworld.com
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Harassed and helpless?
Last month, the Church Council spent some time discussing a
proposal that the Churches of East Wycombe should go ”prayer
visiting• once a month down selected streets on this side of our town.
This is something that many congregations do in different parts of the
country and, as David Foster explained when he visited us on 12th

June, it can be a fruitful point of contact between local Christians and
people who normally never go near a church building.  I think it
would be fair to say that the tone of the Church
Council‘s discussion was interested but not
enthusiastic, and the general sense of the
meeting was summed up when somebody said
”As a congregation, we‘ re very happy to collect
for Christian Aid or to push publicity leaflets
through the door at Christmas and Easter, but
we‘ re a bit reticent about talking to people
about God.•·

But if we
don‘t talk to people about God, who
will?  That‘s an increasingly serious
question.  As we read the Gospels,
we discover the compassion of Jesus
for the ordinary people of the land,
”because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd• (Matthew 9:36).  We live

in a society where people are just as harassed and helpless as the
crowds who followed Jesus — and where people live at about 100
times the speed of life in first-century Palestine.  The result is that we
live in a society which is well on the way to a collective nervous
breakdown — a breakdown that is well-nigh inevitable if people of
faith can‘t overcome their reticence and talk to distracted neighbours
about the God who loves them and values them and cares for them in
a way that their employers, or their customers, or their colleagues, or
(sadly sometimes) even their families don‘t.

The radical American Christian Jim Wallis tells a vivid and alarming
story about a young man in Boston (Massachusetts), trying to escape
from two other men armed with automatic weapons.  He ducked into
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a church where a service was in progress, imagining that he would be
safe there.  His attackers didn't even pause at the door.  They rushed
in and opened fire.  Everyone dived for cover as the inside of the
church was sprayed with bullets.  There was, as you may imagine, a
great deal of shock and horror among Church leaders at this violation
of sacred space.  An African-American pastor, however, offered a
different perspective when he said: ªIf the church won't come into the
streets, the streets will come into the church.º

If you have read The Bucks Free Press recently, or if you listen to
news bulletins on the local radio stations, you will know that street
violence is not something that is safely quarantined on the other side
of the Atlantic.  Nor is it confined to the big cities of the United
Kingdom.  Since the middle of May there have been a murder and an
attempted murder on the borders of this parish.  Reticence, I suspect,
is no longer an option for Christians if our society is to be brought to
anything like wholeness.  In the same passage that I quoted above, St
Matthew tells us that Jesus's response to the needs of the people was
to go about ªall the cities and villagesŒproclaiming the good news of
the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sicknessº (Matthew
10:35).  We, too, have good news to share and sickness to heal in the
name of Jesus Christ, who commissions each of us at our baptism to
continue his work of bringing healing and hope to the world. 

Tony Dickinson

Events at RAF Halton 

 9th July — Gala Picnic and Prom

Further information a  812458

10th July — Thanksgiving Service of Celebration and Care

Further information a  01442 890222
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From the Editor

What is this?

• Not many people have been there.

• One member of the PCC didn't know we had one.

• Six members of the PCC have never seen it.

• It's there for the world to see, but must first be found.

Did you guess?  It's the parish website.  

We have had our own website for many years, containing notes about
the church and the parish, the diary of events for the current month
and contact details (similar to what's on the back page of the
magazine).  It also usually has the notices and the sermon from the
main 10.00 a.m. service the previous Sunday ± I found these
particularly useful when I was housebound with my injured leg.

Keith Walter has been our Webmaster until recently, but with his
impending move I have now taken over this role.  I would be pleased
to hear from you if there are things you would like to see on the
website, especially if you are organising an event and would like it
publicised on the internet.    We are now at a new location:

www.terrierschurch.org.uk

If you have access to the internet then please take a look, and
'bookmark' us so you can come back ± perhaps to read that sermon
you missed...

Tim Edmonds

     Thought for the month     

•Al l  that is necessary for  the tr iumph of evi l
is that good men do nothing‘

(Edmund Burke)
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The edi tor  apologises for  incorrectly transcr ibing
Hazel ‘s copy and getting some detai ls of this event

wrong in the June magazine. 

Afternoon Cream Teas
(and home-made cakes) 

 Sunday 3rd July
from 2.30 - 4.30 p.m. in the Church Hall Garden

Plant stall — Raffle — Tombola 
Adults £3.50  Children £2

Quiet Garden - High Wycombe

The High Wycombe Quiet Garden is at Hithercroft Road, Downley,
and the next meeting is from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on 11th July:

 •Celebration of Abundance'

led by Ann Persson and followed by a shared picnic.

Further information and directions to the garden are available from:

Lesley Wasley % 523978, Mary Sketch % 01296 623068, 
Noreen Talbot % 534882, Pat Hastings % 483533, 

Audrey Upshall % 444448 or Irene Bell  % 01628 532576. 
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Time and Talents No 30

Secretary to the PCC
Both my boys had left school during last year, so my time on the
school Parent Teacher Association came to an end.  What could I do
to fill this time?  Whom could I annoy with my entrenched •grumpy
old man' opinions?  Whose hard work could an old •has been'
disrupt?  Like a bolt from the blue the answer came ± volunteer to
join the Parochial Church Council!

So I did, and at the Church AGM in 2004 I was elected to this august
body.  I thought I would attend, keep quiet, learn something useful
and not volunteer for anything that might be hard work.  But
somebody had other ideas for after only one meeting I found a strong
force lifting my arm to volunteer me to become PCC Secretary ±
something that I had never envisaged.

What does a PCC Secretary do?  What had I let myself in for?
Luckily for me everyone is friendly, helpful and very understanding
of my shortfalls.  In the front of the loose-leaf binder in which the
minutes of meetings are kept I found a very well set-out aide memoire
which tells me just what is expected of a good PCC Secretary.  From
that I will now enlighten you as to just what I had volunteered to
accomplish.  It states:

ªA good secretary cares about proper procedures,  sends out
notices in good time, makes sure reports
are prepared on time, prepares the agenda
for the meeting, deals with letters, prepares
minutes of the meetings, keeps a check on
the parish diary, knows what is going on,
acts quietly and efficiently and keeps the
Chair person well briefed and efficient.º

He or she should also be a good organiser, tidy and methodical, calm
and clear-headed, tactful and friendly and a discreet listener (I do wish
I had all these excellent qualities!).  There are also detailed comments
as to what the secretary should do before a meeting, during the
meeting and after the meeting, and also the type of minutes that
should be prepared.  
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I will not bore the reader with these details but suffice to say that the
person they envisage doing the job is definitely not me.  On reading
these suggestions I realise that I have a lot of improving to do both as
a person and as a secretary, and perhaps this is one of the reasons I
was called to the job.  It will need an even greater improvement if I
am ever to achieve the title at some stage in the future of being able to
be called a `good secretary'.

John Norton

Large print anyone?
If you, or anyone that you know, has difficulty
in reading the Parish
Magazine and might
benefit from receiving a
large-print version, please
let the Editor know.

Tim Edmonds % 526346

Walkers Unite(d)
  

The next walk is on Saturday 2nd July.  Meet
outside The Harrow, Hughenden Valley, at 9.45
a.m. for a scenic, hilly, circular walk of about
five miles around the Hughenden, Speen and
North Dean area.  

More information from Colin and Janet % 527799
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Yes, it‘s our 75th Anniversary year so...

” Let‘s celebrate•
with a

To be held in the Church
on

Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th July
12.00 noon to 5.00 p.m. 

Entry is free
On Saturday afternoon from 2.00 to 4.00 p.m.

we welcome members of the 
Buckinghamshire Organists Association

Some of them will be playing the organ, so you can enjoy
their music while you look at the flower displays.  

Light refreshments will be available during this session.

Further details % 462911

Bring your friends!
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JULY

     Dates for your Diary     

2 Sat 9.30 a.m. Walkers Unite(d) - see page 8
3 Sun St Thomas

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism

5 Tue 8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting
6 Wed Thomas More and John Fisher

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

9 Sat Flower Festival   ± see page 9

 12.00 noon - 5.00 p.m.

with visit from Bucks Organists Association whose
members will play our organ between 2.00 and 4.00 p.m.

10 Sun Trinity 7
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism
Preacher:  Fr Serafim Vänttinen-Newton

(Priest of the Russian Orthodox Parish in Oxford)

 Flower Festival   — see page 9

12.00 noon - 5.00 p.m.
11 Mon 7.45 p.m. Deanery Synod
13 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks
14 Thu 7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting
17 Sun Trinity 8

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
12.00 noon  Lunch Club (The Terriers)

20 Wed Margaret of Antioch, Bartolomé de las Casas

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

21 Thu At St Mary & St George‘s Church, Sands
7.30 p.m. Fr James Mukunga tells his story - see opposite
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22 Fri St Mary Magdalene

7.00 p.m. Holy Communion
24 Sun Trinity 9

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

25 Mon St James

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion
27 Wed Brook Foss Westcott (see below)

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
31 Sun Trinity 10

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

27th July — Who was Brook Foss Westcott?
Born in 1825, Brooke Foss Westcott was a scholar and bishop who
became one of the leading church characters in the Victorian era.
After he was ordained Westcott became a master at Harrow School,
where he wrote a series of scholarly works on the Bible.  His
expertise eventually led to him becoming
Professor of Divinity at the University of
Cambridge in 1870, where he remained until
1890.  There he led a revival in British biblical
studies and theology and became influential in
the field of Anglican social thought.  He played a
significant part in the founding of the Clergy
Training School in Cambridge, which was later
renamed Westcott House in his memory.  From
1890 Westcott was Bishop of Durham, where he
came face to face with the problems and challenges of the Industrial
Revolution in the shape of the 1892 Durham miners' strike, in which
he was a mediator.  He died on 27th July 1901. 

James Mukunga‘s Story
If you missed James Mukunga's sermon on Trinity Sunday, then
don't pass by the chance to hear his remarkable story at Sands
Church in Rutland Avenue, High Wycombe at 7.30 p.m. on 21st July.
Hear about his persecution by his Bishop in Zimbabwe, his escape,
and his subsequently reunification with his family in safety. 
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Wycombe Deanery 
Prayer Cycle

1 Bishop of Oxford 16 High Wycombe Team:
St Anne & St Peter

2 The Bishop and Archdeacon of
Buckingham, 
Parish Development Advisor

17 Wycombe Hospital and
University Chaplaincies

3 Wycombe Deanery Synod 18 RAF and Wycombe Abbey
School Chaplaincies

4 The Area Dean, Associate Area
Dean and Deanery Lay Chair

19 Hughenden

5 Rural Mission Enabler 20 Lane End with Cadmore End

6 Flackwell Heath 21 Loudwater

7 Hambleden Valley Group:
Hambleden and Frieth

22 Marlow Team:
All Saints

8 Hambleden Valley Group:
Fawley and Fingest

23 Marlow Bottom, Bisham and
Little Marlow

9 Hambleden Valley Group:
Medmenham and Turville

24 Stokenchurch with Ibstone

10 Hazlemere and Widmer End 25 Terriers

11 Hedsor with Bourne End 26 Wycombe Town Centre
Community Missioner

12 High Wycombe Team:
All Saints

27 West Wycombe and Bledlow
Ridge

13 High Wycombe Team:
St John's and St Birinus

28 Bradenham and Radnage

14 High Wycombe Team:
St Mary & St George and
St James

29 Wooburn:
St Paul's and St Mary's

15 High Wycombe Team:
St Andrews

30 Local congregations of other
traditions

31 Local Councils of Churches
and ªChurches Togetherº
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Community History

Lightning strikes St Andrew‘s Totteridge 
The little church of St Andrew at Totteridge is still fondly
remembered in the local community, even though it is nearly 28 years
since it closed and its congregation was merged with that of St
Francis'.  Built in 1894 as a Mission Church, in what was then part of
the parish of Holy Trinity Hazlemere, it had a lively and eventful life. 

St Andrew's was not by any stretch of the imagination an imposing
building, but one of its most prominent features was a bell-turret,
housing a single bell.  On 6th July 1954 this was struck by lightning in
a thunderstorm, causing a fire.  As a consequence of the damage this
caused, the turret had to be removed and the bell was stored (it
eventually found a new home in Nigeria!).

   

The picture above was taken shortly after the lightning struck and
comes from the collection of Mrs Olive Harvey of Totteridge, who
has kindly allowed me to reproduce it.  It was taken by her neighbour
in Keens Close at the time, Ron Hawes, who was then the only one in
the street with a camera .

Tim Edmonds
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AUGUST

     Dates for your Diary     

2 Tue 8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting
3 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
6 Sat Transfiguration of Our Lord (see opposite)

9.30 a.m. Walkers Unite(d)
6.00 p.m. Holy Communion 

7 Sun Trinity 11
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism

10 Wed Laurence

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
13 Sat 2.00 p.m. Wedding of Michael Shaw and Tessa Walker
14 Sun *** Copy deadline for September Parish Magazine ***

Trinity 12
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m Hospital Service (see opposite)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

15 Mon The Blessed Virgin Mary

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion
17 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
21 Sun Trinity 13

Watch pewsheet and website to see if there is 8.00 a.m. service 
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
Preacher:  Tony Moore
12.00 noon  Lunch Club (The Terriers)

24 Wed St Bartholomew

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
28 Sun Publication day for September Parish Magazine

Trinity 14
Watch pewsheet and website to see if there is 8.00 a.m. service 
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
Preacher:  Tony Moore

31 Wed Aidan

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
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6th August — The Transfiguration

The Basilica of the Transfiguration is at the summit of Mount Tabor
in Israel.  This is reputed to be the `high mountain' where the
Transfiguration of Our Lord took place (Matthew 17:1-13).

(Photograph by Tim Edmonds) 

Hospi tal  Service

It is our parish's turn to lead the 10.00 a.m. service at Wycombe
Hospital on Sunday 14th August.  If anyone would like to be
involved, please turn up at the Hospital Chapel at 9.15 a.m. on the
day or call Hazel Noakes % 530273 to find out more. 
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75th Anniversary Events

Forthcoming 75th Anniversary events include:

· Saturday 10th September (evening) - Line Dance and Barbecue
Co-ordinator - Shelagh Whitlock

· Monday 12th September (until 11th October) - Art Exhibition
Co-ordinator - Hugh Brocklehurst    See opposite

· Saturday 24th September (evening) - Harvest Supper
Co-ordinator - Janet Banks

· Sunday 2nd October - Patronal Festival

· Sunday 9th October - Dedication Festival
10.00 a.m Service:  Co-ordinator Tony Dickinson
followed by
Music Concert:  Co-ordinator Tessa Walker
followed by
Buffet Lunch:  Co-ordinators Jean Finlan and Jean Pooley

Look out for more and updated information on these events on the
notice boards and in forthcoming issues of the parish magazine.

Whist Club

Every first and third Thursday in the month we meet in Terriers
Church Hall at 2.00 p.m. and we usually finish around 4.00 p.m.  We
charge 60p per session and draw lots for a partner.  We do not change
tables.  If all the whist tables are taken up we also have a game of
Scrabble.

New members are always welcome.  For further details please
contact me, or just turn up on the day.

Terry Dean % 532016
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75th Anniversary Event

Art Exhibition - September

An Artist writes...

A major event in our 75th Anniversary celebrations is the Art Exhibition to be
held in the church from 12th September, when it will be opened by the Bishop of
Oxford.  One of the artists whose work will form a large part of this exhibition is
Elizabeth Lampson, who is a member of the church now as she was when it was
first built.  Here she tells us something about her life and local connections.

It has been full circle.  I was born in High Wycombe.  My parents
lived in Pretoria Road and we worshipped at the Church of St Francis
of Assisi, Terriers ± I remember when it was being built and in those
days it stood like a cathedral surrounded by fields.  Our family name
was Ludlow, and many people would remember the hill at the bottom
of Amersham Hill was known as Ludlow's Corner.  My mother was a
Hearn, and the John W. Hearn shoe shop in Frogmore remains a
familiar sight.  My parents built the house which is now the South
Bucks Hospice and they lived there for thirty-five years.

I was educated at Godstowe School and then at Oakdene in
Beaconsfield.  On leaving I attended Wycombe College of Art, where
I studied for four years and was given a wonderful foundation under
the guidance of Mr John Denham.
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My first job was at the J. Arthur Rank Studios at Moor Hall in
Cookham, where I worked as a painter for four years before accepting
a position as draughtsman at the Pressed Steel Company at Cowley,
Oxford.  Six months later I was promoted to the department
responsible for designing parts of refrigerators and cars.  This gave
me invaluable experience in technical drawing, enabling me to move
to the Prestcold division, where I began to produce their advertising
and exhibition designs.  My work involved designing exhibition
stands for the Ideal Home Exhibitions, the Milan Fair, the Brussels
International Fair and agricultural shows such as the Smithfield Show
and the Dairy Show. 

I worked in this capacity for twelve years until I married and we had
two children.  I missed my work and continued to paint as much as
possible, exhibiting locally.  Then when we moved to Essex I
participated in exhibitions at the Royal Society of Oil Painters and
Royal Society of British Artists.  At the same time I approached John
Whibley, who had a gallery in London, and there I was accepted as a
gallery artist.  My paintings were exhibited there for about seven
years and during that time I exhibited also at The Mall Galleries.
There a painting called `Finders Keepers' caught the eye of Christina
Foyle and she invited me to join Foyles as a book-jacket designer for
their book clubs.  I worked for her for five years.

It was at this time that the Right Reverend David Sheppard, then the
Bishop of Southwark, invited me to hold an exhibition of my
paintings in Southwark Cathedral, which I was honoured to accept.
Since this event in 1975 I have concentrated on painting further
religious compositions and landscapes.

I returned to Buckinghamshire in 1990 after the death of my husband
and to complete the circle I have rejoined the congregation of St
Francis of Assisi church.  Now I am honoured to be part of the 75th

anniversary celebrations.  It is with real joy that we anticipate the
presence of the Right Reverend Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford, at
this very special time in the life of our church.

Elizabeth Lampson

The picture that illustrates this article is taken from •Fishers of Men‘ , an
original painted by Elizabeth that will be among those on show in the church
during September.  
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The Parish Treasure Hunt

The Parish Treasure Hunt on Saturday 11th June was blessed with fine
weather.  All entrants were provided with a map of the parish, on
which was marked in red a walking route, and a list of questions to
answer.  Most of the answers related to things that were observed on
the walk, although a few also required a some knowledge of the
parish.  About 16 contestants set off from the Church Hall, with some
very young ones determined to help Mum, Dad, Grandma or Grandpa
with the most difficult clues.

Most participants were back with the answers in 1½ hours, after
following a route along Amersham Road, Totteridge Lane, Totteridge
Drive, Walton Drive and Arnison Avenue back to the hall.  A few
chose to walk the circuit in the opposite direction.  The top five
scorers were very close, the winner being Tim Edmonds, who
received the `treasure trove' of a large box of Swiss chocolates.

The most difficult question (there were no correct answers) was
ªwhere is the millennium tree, and what species is it?º  The tree is a
yew, taken from one estimated to be living at the time of Christ,
which was given to St Francis' Church by the Conservation
Foundation in 2000.   Planted just below the Garden of Remembrance
on the south side of the church, it is presently just a small tree which
has grown only a few inches in its five years at Terriers, but it should
be about 30 feet high by 2050. 

The second difficult question was ªwhat is the name and number of
the oldest house in the parishº.  There was one correct answer, which
was `Old Beams' in Totteridge Lane, parts of which date from the late
16th century - over 400 years ago.

Terry Dean

Who said this?

Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stupidity.  
(Answer on page 22)
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In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:
Rosemary Bossingham, Martin Braisher, Gaynor Chambers, Tim Edmonds,
Jean and Michael Hedgeland, Elizabeth Lampson, John Ludlow and his family,
Cyril Mines, Doreen and Ken Smith, Joy and Ray Smith, John West, Jill White,
Dorothy Williams, Diane Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Vince Amer, David Baldwin, Roland Brinkworth, Jenny Butterfield, Marie
Childs, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, George Dowsett, Katie Foster,
Phyllis and Michael Fudge, Sam and Norah Glennon, James Golightly, Colin
Gowers, Carol Griffiths and her family, Diane Harris, Katharine Jackman, Julie
James, Anna and Frank Jervis, Kate King, Derek Lissenden, Lily Maher, Ted
Martin, Bettina Michels and her family, Teresa Moore and her family, Mary
Morgan, Angela Norton, Marie Norton, Roy Parkinson, Anne Portsmouth,
Marcia Powell, Kerry Purvis, Kevin Smith, Irene Solomon, Ruth Steadman,
Mary Stubbs, Carol and Paul Twitchin, Monica and Peter Ward, Bill
Weinhauer, Olga Whenray, Hugh Williams, Raymond Winterbourne, Abigail
Witchalls and her family, Lorna Woodward and her family, Zoe and her family

  From our Registers

We welcome into God's Church by baptism
on 5th June

Faye Rebecca Anderson

on 12th June
Char les Forrester Laird Agar

Dominic George Edmond

on 26th June
Theodorus Dhillon

We commend into the Father's keeping
on 1st June

Joan Ludlow
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I am what I am
One of my favourite German worship songs is a version of Psalm 23
(ªThe Lord's my shepherdŒº), and has the following lines
(translated) in the bridge:

And you know me, just as I am
•Cause you made me, just as I am

And you love me, just as I am

God knows me in awesome detail: ªEven the hairs of your head are
all numberedº (Matt 10:30).  He knows my every thought, my every
desire and my every action ± before I do it ± He knows me better than
I know myself.  And He does so because He made me.  ªFor He chose
usŒ before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His
sightº (Eph 1:4) - my individual fate was on His mind before He even
created the first man.

If He can see everything about me, then how great must His love be,
that He loves me despite of everything I've done?  It is easy to feel
guilty for everything we have done and to doubt our own self-worth.
To look at the other people in Church and see how ªholyº they are and
how we could never hope to be that blessed.  But this train of thought
leads in only one direction.

In his book The Christian Looks at Himself, Dr Anthony Hoekema
quotes a young black man, who in protest against the way he had been
made to feel inferior by the white people, hung a banner in his room:
ªI'm me and I'm good, `cause God don't make junk.º  God made
each and every one of us, knowing exactly what we were and what we
were to become.  To doubt the value of ourselves is to question God's
skill as a designer.

But not only that, the Bible talks of how we have been made as a
ªnew creationº (e.g. 2 Cor 5:17), or of how we have been ªborn
againº (e.g. John 3) as Christians.  We have become sons and
daughters of God and ªif we are children, then we are heirs ± heirs of
God and co-heirs with Christ.º (Romans 8:17).  Have you ever
stopped to consider the gravity of this?

Firstly, think about the parable of the prodigal son in Luke 15.  He
was not reinstated simply as a worker in his father's house, but as a
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son ± with everything that comes with it.  Despite the mistakes he had
made, he had access to all the family's riches and every ounce of
shame was blotted out.

Secondly, what does it mean to be an heir of God and a co-heir with
Christ?  Once we have been reborn and had our sins washed away, we
can ªapproach (His) throne of grace with confidenceº (Heb 4:16).  We
have been ªelevatedº to the level of Christ, because we both have the
same ªFatherº ± or to translate the Greek Abba more accurately ± the
same ªDad.º  And as John mentions in his Gospel: ªA slave has no
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it for everº (John
8:36).

The point I am trying to make here is threefold, just as in the song I
mentioned at the beginning:  God knows us inside out, because He
designed us to be that way.  And this is the way He loves us.  It is
absurd to think of God as having created us in a way that does not
please Him, jut as it is unthinkable to think that Jesus would have
gone to the cross if he did not love us more than himself.

I'll leave you with a quote from the Bard himself, taken from Henry
V: ªSelf-love is not so vile a sin as self-neglect.º  Pride is an easy trap
to fall into, but we must not let ourselves fall into the trap of
forgetting how much our Dad loves us.

Steve Greenhill

On the Grapevine       

Congratulations to Maureen Walter  on obtaining a first-class
BSc in  Geology from University College, London.  She now

plans to study for her MSc at Birmingham University.

Thanks to Keith Walter for input.  

Answer to the question on page 19:

Alber t Einstein  
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Voluntary Vacancies

2005 is the Year of the Volunteer — could you spare some time to become a
volunteer and help a local charity?:

· Iain Rennie Hospice at Home would like some help for half a day a
week in their office in Chalfont St Giles.  This involves counting large
quantities of coins from donations and recording the amount.  You need
to be numerate, well organised and enjoy working as part of a team. 

· The National Trust at West Wycombe is looking for volunteers to join
their `happy team' during July and August when the house is open to
the public.  Volunteers are needed in the information and ticket office,
as tour guides and as room stewards. 

· Are you a dog lover? Hear ing Dogs for Deaf People is looking for
volunteer puppy socialisers.  You would look after a puppy in your
home prior to their training as a Hearing Dog.  A puppy would
normally be with a volunteer for approximately 8 months before being
returned to the charity for training.

· Wycombe Rape Cr isis is currently recruiting support volunteers to
undertake a variety of roles within the charity including helping in the
office, being on the helpline rota, providing either one-off or longer
term support to survivors of rape or sexually assault and fundraising.
On completion of the training a volunteer will choose which role(s)
they would like to take on.  There will be an introduction evening for
interested volunteers on Monday, 11th July.  If you would like to find
out more please contact Volunteer Focus for an application pack.

· The local branch of the Red Cross is looking for volunteer drivers to
take people to hospital and doctor's appointments.  If you have your
own car, a few hours a week to spare, and are willing to help as a driver
please call for more details.

For more information about these and the many other volunteer roles currently
available, please call Volunteer Focus on % 451700.  

We are open Monday and Tuesday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m., and Wednesday 9.30
a.m. - 1.30 p.m.  An answerphone is available outside these hours. 

You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk 
or call at:  The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe, HP13 6SL.

Volunteer Focus - The Wycombe & District Volunteer Bureau is supported by
Wycombe District Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.

Registered Charity No 1078305
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Who‘s Who at St Francis‘
All telephone numbers are local - STD code 01494

Vicar The Revd Canon Tony Dickinson               % 520676
St Francis' Vicarage
High Wycombe  HP13 5AB

tony.dickinson@ukonline.co.uk

Reader (training) Valerie Evans % 531023
Churchwarden Keith Gordon % 531570
Churchwarden Valerie Jones % 439154

Church Cleaning Organiser Vacant
Flower Rota Organiser Molly Braisher % 436768
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps % 816416
Magazine Subs/Distribution June Findlow % 524491
Organist Tessa Walker % 441698
PCC Secretary John Norton % 437105
Acting PCC Treasurer Veronica Edmonds % 526346
Sacristan Mary Phipps % 816416
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson % 520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps % 816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock % 534634

Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock % 451771
Church Hall Office % 462911
Church Hall Pay-phone % 462909

Magazine Editor/Webmaster Tim Edmonds
90 Green Hill
High Wycombe  HP13 5QE

% 526346

tfedmonds@btopenworld.com

Website:  http://www.terrierschurch.org.uk/

 If you know of any changes to the above list, please share this
with the Vicar and the Magazine Editor/Webmaster.
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