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St Francis of Assisi - Terriers and Totteridge

Services

Full details of Sunday and weekday services and other church
activities are in the Diary section later in this magazine.

Contact information

If you would like a visit from the vicar, or if there is anything you
would like to discuss, please give your name and address to him or
one of the Churchwardens, or telephone to arrange a visit.  

Names and contact details for the church officers and those
responsible for church activities are on the back cover.  

Accessibility

Sidesmen are on duty at the church to welcome you.  Please ask for
assistance if you need it.

There is a car park at the church.  Although no designated disabled
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties are
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors. 

Access is down steps.  A lift is available at the left-hand entrance. 

There is a hearing loop in church.

A large-print version of the service book is available.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

April magazine

Copy deadline:  Passion Sunday, 13th March
Publication date:  Easter Sunday 27th March

Editor:  Tim Edmonds a  526346
90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE

email: tfedmonds@btopenworld.com

Cover picture:  A thought on a coaster from HOPE Africa - the South African
charity we are supporting this Lent 
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” Getting it wrong•
First of all, an apology to the bishop whom I mentioned in last
month‘s ”Vicar‘s Letter•.  He wasn‘t in the Andamans but half a
dozen degrees further south in the Nicobar Islands.  Nor was he, as I
confidently stated last month, a Roman Catholic. It was Bishop
Christopher Paul of the Church of North India who refused to be
helicoptered to safety at Port Blair and chose to remain instead in a
refugee camp in Chukchuka where he could minister more effectively
to his tsunami-battered flock.

I mention this for two reasons: first, because I got it quite seriously
wrong and, second, because Bishop Paul‘s decision, as the Revd Enos
Das Pradhan, the Church‘s general secretary wrote a few days later,
”showed extra-ordinary commitment and servant leadership at this
time of crisis•. Getting things seriously wrong and ”commitment and
servant leadership• are at the heart of the story of the last week of
Jesus‘s life.  The ”commitment and servant leadership• go with Jesus.
Getting things seriously wrong is what pretty well everyone else in
the story does at pretty well every level.

There are the obvious characters:  Judas, Annas and Caiaphas, Pilate,
the betrayer and the judges, all of whom misunderstand what Jesus is
about and the nature of the situation in which they find themselves.
Then there are the other disciples, among them Peter (who
overestimates his sticking power when Jesus is arrested), Philip (who
doesn‘t understand the relationship between Jesus and the Father) and
Thomas (who doesn‘t understand, full stop).  There are the crowds
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outside the Roman governor's residence, and the crowds watching the
execution and mocking the condemned man.  There are the women of
Jerusalem, who weep for Jesus instead of for themselves.  Even after
the resurrection, the women at the tomb and the male disciples cannot
understand what has happened.

But it is precisely because they all got it so badly wrong that God was
able to fulfil his purposes, to bring about a new relationship between
himself and humankind. ªGodº it has been said, ªwrites straight with
crooked lines.º  In the record of the suffering and death of Jesus those
lines take the shape of a cross, the grimmest, most painful, most
degrading means of punishment, the punishment that Rome reserved
for subversives and enemies of the state.  In Jesus God accepts that
punishment and by the self-giving of Jesus, by his ªcommitment and
servant leadershipº, the barriers that separate human beings from each
other and from God are broken down.  ªThe long reign of sin is
ended, a broken world is being renewed and humanity is once again
made whole.º

I wish you the joy of that discovery this Easter.

Tony Dickinson

     Thought for the month     

One day a pr iest noticed that an elder ly man had
been si tting quietly at the back of the church for

several  hours.  Eventual ly the man got up and left -
and as he did so the pr iest couldn‘t help but inqui re -

”Were you praying for  al l  that time?•
”Yes• repl ied the old man

”What did you say to God for  so long?• asked the
pr iest.  ”I  didn‘t say anything to him, I  just l istened.•
”And what did God say to you?• responded the pr iest.

”Nothing; God just l istened too.•

(A story retold in the St Anne's Lutheran Church ebulletin)
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Time and Talents No 27

Baptism Preparation
I have the pleasure and privilege of helping Tony to prepare parents
for the baptism of their children.  When the parents of two or three
children have contacted Tony about baptism he arranges with me a
sequence of evening meetings for preparation, usually on consecutive
Mondays.  For these we sit around the family area in church and each
meeting starts with a welcoming tea or coffee.

At the first session Tony writes on the whiteboard the Christian names
of all parents and children involved, and the ages of the children.  He
includes his own family and
mine, although in my case it is
the grandchildren's ages that are
written down - Tony knows their
details off by heart now!  The
parents are then asked why they
want their children baptised.
The ideas that emerge are
written down and Tony uses
them to expand on the nature of
baptism.  Then we show how we involve children in church life.  I tell
them about Sunday School and Tony (or sometimes one of the parents
involved) tells them about •Skylarks'.  We explain the role of the
family area and how families take part in first Sunday services.  Often
a brief history of the building and the life of St Francis concludes the
evening.  Questions are encouraged at all times.

The second session I usually lead.  We show the parents some of the
symbols that are used in baptism - water, oil, a candle and the cross -
and explore the relevance of these items in everyday life and follow
the links to the baptism service.  Many answers to these questions
come from the parents.

The third session is a complete walkthrough of the baptism service,
books in hand.  Recently one of the wardens and/or a member of the
Parochial Church Council have helped with this by explaining the
arrangements for accommodating the parents, their families and
friends.  We would like to develop this further so that more people
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attend the rehearsal session, otherwise it might mean that on the day
of their child's baptism Tony and I are the only people they recognise
other than their own party.  At the end of this final session, Tony
makes an appointment with each family to visit them in their own
homes to answer any questions that may have arisen and to set the
date for the baptism.

In the myriad of card shops in High Wycombe I have managed to find
one card which says •Baptism' rather than •Christening' on the front.
Fortuitously it also bears images of three of the four symbols talked
about in the second session.  This is what you may see me taking to
the parents when I determinedly make my way to them at the sharing
of the peace during the service when their child is baptised.

Throughout the three sessions parents get more and more involved
with the whole preparation process.  They are encouraged to realise
that baptism preparation is not a means to an end but preparation for
parents to help their children to take their first step on the journey of
faith. 

Brenda Matthews

Quiet Garden - High Wycombe

The High Wycombe Quiet Garden is at Hithercroft Road, Downley,
and the next meeting is from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on 14th March:

 •Coloured Reflections'

led by Judy Redpath.

Further information and directions to the garden are available from:

Lesley Wasley a  523978, Mary Sketch a  01296 623068, 
Noreen Talbot a  534882, Pat Hastings a  483533, 

Audrey Upshall a  444448 or Irene Bell  a  01628 532576. 
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Our 75th anniversary - how you can be involved
The programme of events for the 75th Anniversary celebrations gets
underway in April and there is plenty of opportunity to get involved.
Each event has a co-ordinator, who will be pleased to hear from you if
you would like to help in any way. 

The first events and their co-ordinators are:

• Saturday 9th April - Historic Quiz Night
Co-ordinators - Keith Gordon and Val Jones

• Saturday 7th May - Cheese and Wine Party
Co-ordinator - Val Evans

• Saturday 11th June (afternoon) -  Treasure Hunt on foot within
the Parish   Co-ordinator - Terry Dean

• Saturday 11th June (evening) - Caribbean Evening
Co-ordinators - Laura Mann and Mary O‘Garro

There will be more and updated information in forthcoming issues of
the parish magazine.

Mick Relf has taken on the job of co-ordinating publicity and can put
you in touch with the appropriate person if you want to offer help
where it is most needed.  

Timely publicity is vital and Mick is keen to hear from you if you are a
member of any local organisations within which you could spread the
word about our anniversary events.  He would also like to invite such
organisations to participate in the larger events such as the Flower
Festival (July) and the Art Exhibition (September) - let him know if
you can help with this through your contacts.

Mick Relf 

% 530808

email:  mrelf@belstone-uk.com
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In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:
Joseph Atkinson, Rosemary Bossingham, Martin Braisher, Gaynor Chambers,
Tim Edmonds, Jean and Michael Hedgeland, John and Joan Ludlow, Cyril
Mines, Joy and Ray Smith, Jill White, Dorothy Williams, Diane Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Vince Amer, Lydia Bowmaker, Roland Brinkworth, Jenny Butterfield, Marie
Childs, Jeffrey Collis, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, George Dowsett,
Katie Foster, Phyllis and Michael Fudge, Sam and Norah Glennon, James
Golightly, Colin Gowers, Carol Griffiths and her family, Diane Harris,
Katharine Jackman, Julie James, Anna and Frank Jervis, Lily Maher, Ted
Martin, Bettina Michels and her family, Teresa Moore and her family, Mary
Morgan, Helen Noakes, Angela Norton, Marie Norton, Brenda O'Brien, Roy
Parkinson, Mona Paulley, Mick Payne, Anne Portsmouth, Marcia Powell,
Kerry Purvis, Kevin Smith, Irene Solomon, Ruth Steadman, Mary Stubbs,
Carol and Paul Twitchin, Monica and Peter Ward, Bill Weinhauer, Olga
Whenray, Raymond Winterbourne, Lorna Woodward and her family, Zoe and
her family.

Lent group(s)
Our Lent Course this year goes by the name of  `Better Together?'
There are five sessions, and although the course started in February

you can still join for the last three in March.  These are:

3.  Relating to strangers
4.  Broken relationships

5.  Our relationship with God

The course is intended for all Christian denominations,
and we are using a booklet and CD with contributions from

Anglican, Catholic and Presbyterian perspectives.

We are hearing from the Abbot of Ampleforth, John Bell, Nicky
Gumbel, Jane Williams and David Hope, former Archbishop of York.

We have two groups meeting:   at 8.00 p.m. on Tuesdays at 72
Totteridge Drive, and at 10.00 a.m. on Thursdays at 32 Amersham
Road.  For information about either of these, contact Val Evans.
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This article is based on the sermon preached on Ash Wednesday, at
the launch of our Lent Project.

Lent is about self-discipline and self-denial, but it's primarily about
love. Going without in Lent is like the young man in the old song,
who waits ªleaning on a lamp-post at the corner of the streetº for that
special young woman to pass by, ignoring his own comfort so long as
he can have the chance simply to be with the one he loves.  Lent is
about responding in love to the Son of God who loved us and gave
himself for us and for the need of the world for healing and hope. 

I read recently about someone who had tried Church and given it up
after a few weeks, on the grounds that (I quote) ªAn hour a week was
nowhere near long enough to address all my self-esteem issues.º
Church had been tried and had apparently failed to deliver. 

But Church is not about ªyouº, not about racking up points for
ªholinessº— and if you think it is then, as Jesus told his disciples, you
have had your reward.  Church isn't about tackling ªself-esteem
issuesº.  It is not about our attitude to ourselves, but about our attitude
to others, our willingness to put them and their needs at the centre and
not our own and to find the God of love and justice present in them.

It is to the extent that we lose ourselves that we find God, the God
who sees, and who rewards his people, in secret.   When St Paul lists
his credentials as an apostle, for the Church in Corinth, he doesn't list
sermons or miracles.  He lists ªafflictions, hardships, calamitiesŒº
and all the rest.  Because it's in the way that he and companions cope
with those things that the truth, the reality of their faith is revealed. 

A fair-weather faith is no faith at all.  A self-aggrandising faith is no
faith at all.  A faith that rejoices when it is confronted with trouble and
adversity, a faith that is sufficiently disciplined to ªhang on in thereº
in the face of rejection and hostility, a faith that seeks the kingdom of
God and its righteousness ahead of human comfort — even what we
would regard as the necessities of life — that is the faith to ask God
for.  
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It is that kind of faith that sustained Archbishop Njongonkulu
Ndungane of Cape Town when he was a prisoner on Robben Island
with Nelson Mandela.  It is that kind of faith that helped Pam
Parenzee, a priest in Archbishop Njongonkulu's diocese, to see that
simply visiting the sick and the dying in her parish was not enough,
and that practical help was needed.  In that faith she shared with Hope
Africa the vision of a hospice in a derelict house next door to her
church in Hawston, a poverty-stricken fishing village, off the tourist
track, with massive unemployment and lacking in facilities that we so
easily take for granted.  It's a community where medical care is
woefully inadequate. The sick or injured queue at the clinic and hope
that the overworked nursing sister can see them before the end of the
day. The nearest hospital is 20 kilometres away. Those who are
suffering from a terminal illness have to endure the pain and
discomfort, lying on a thin mattress in a damp shack. Nourishing
broth and painkillers are luxuries few people can afford. 

In supporting the work of Hope Africa as our Lent project, we are
enabling the hospice in Hawston to open its doors wider, and to
provide for the terminally ill a safe house where they can die with
comfort and dignity.  Every pound I lose during my sponsored slim
and every penny we raise for the work of Hope Africa will enable
light and healing, not only for the patients at Hawston, but also for us,
because our liberation, our hope, is bound up with theirs.

Tony Dickinson

Walkers Unite(d)

The next walk is on Saturday 5th March.  Meet
in the car park of the Brickmakers Arms at
Wheeler End  (grid reference SU803931) at
9.45 a.m.  Lunch after the walk may be taken at
the Bricklayers Arms.

More information?   % 531570 or % 527799
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Don't miss our  Lent Project

 Organ Recital
 at 3.00 p.m. on 

Sunday 13rd March

The reci tal ist is

Edward McCall
who is Organist at St Bi r inus and St John

Light refreshments will be served afterwards

This is an oppor tuni ty to hear  an exci ting young
musician play on our  wonder ful  organ.  

Admission is free but there will be a collection
towards our Lent Project appeal

Come along and br ing your  fr iends
11



MARCH

     Dates for your Diary     

1 Tue St David

7.00 p.m. Holy Communion
8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting
8.00 p.m. Lent Course at 72 Totteridge Road (see page 8)

2 Wed St Chad

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

3 Thu 10.00 a.m Lent Course at 32 Amersham Road (see page 8)
4 Fri 8.30 p.m. Meditation and Compline
5 Sat Walkers Unite(d) - see page 10
6 Sun Mothering Sunday (Lent 4)

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism
and distribution of posies
10.00 a.m. Hospital Service
6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Taizé)

8 Tue 8.00 p.m. Lent Course at 72 Totteridge Road (see page 8)
9 Wed 10.00 a.m Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks
10 Thu 10.00 a.m Lent Course at 32 Amersham Road (see page 8)
11 Fri 8.30 p.m. Meditation and Compline
13 Sun Passion Sunday (Lent 5)

*** Copy deadline for April Parish Magazine ***
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion  Preacher:  Canon Martin Peirce
3.00 p.m. Organ Recital by Edward McCall - see page 11
(with collection to support our Lent Project)

6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (BCP)
15 Tue 8.00 p.m. Lent Course at 72 Totteridge Road (see page 8)
16 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks
17 Thu St Patrick

10.00 a.m Lent Course at 32 Amersham Road (see page 8)
8.00 p.m. Holy Communion

18 Fri 8.30 p.m. Meditation and Compline
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19 Sat St Joseph of Nazareth

9.30 p.m. Holy Communion
7.30 p.m. Chiltern Camerata Concert

20 Sun Palm Sunday
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
9.45 a.m. Procession of Palms from Hall and Parish Communion
12.00 noon Lunch Club (The Terriers)
6.30 p.m. Prayer for Healing

21 Mon 8.00 p.m. Holy Week House Communion (see page 16)
22 Tue 8.00 p.m. Holy Week House Communion (see page 16)
23 Wed Wednesday in Holy Week

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m Skylarks
8.00 p.m. Holy Week House Communion (see page 16)

24 Thu Maundy Thursday
7.00 p.m. Celebration of The Lord's Supper (including meal)
followed by Watch (until midnight)

25 Fri Good Friday
10.00 a.m. ªBuns, Rocks and Rosesº - Family Service
11.15 a.m. Procession of Witness (railway station)
2.00 p.m. The Last Hour - the liturgy of the Passion

26 Sat Holy Saturday
10.00 p.m. Easter Vigil
11.30 p.m. Easter Liturgy with lighting of the new fire,
Easter Proclamation and Holy Communion

27 Sun Easter Day (Easter 1)
Publication day for April Parish Magazine
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism
6.00 p.m. Prayer at the Empty tomb followed by
walk of witness to Totteridge Baptist Church and
6.30 p.m. United Easter Celebration 

28 Mon Monday in Easter Week

8.00 a.m. Pilgrim Eucharist followed by 
Pilgrimage to St Albans Abbey 

29 Tue 8.00 p.m. Easter Week House Communion (see page 16)
8.00 p.m. Easter Week House Communion (see page 16)

31 Thu 8.00 p.m. Easter Week House Communion (see page 16)
April

1 Fri 8.00 p.m. Easter Week House Communion (see page 16)
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My Lost Boys
This poem here is for my fellow mates:

Stand tall and one day I‘ ll meet you at Heaven‘s gates.
I look to the sky and ask myself why,

Why did you die in your teens?

You never did see brighter times, your lives were still mean.
I do believe you‘ re all warm asleep

Having wonderful dreams.

Are you relaxing near the Heaven‘s streams?
I‘ ll sit and pray when I see your graves

And shed tears ‘cause you were so brave
Street soldiers from an early age.

You‘ re with me in mind, heart and words on this page,
Praise to the skies from deep in a cage.

My wishes are for your family to find strength to carry on;
My wishes are for you to remain strong.
When a man dies some forget his name,

But I‘ ll never forget you, you‘ re my friends
And I feel your pain.

It‘s such a shame, you witnessed life‘s rain,
And my childhood memories will never be the same again.

I thought we would know each other when we were grey and old,
But the end was cold.

I guess your chapter has now been told,
Rest in peace to all my lost boys.
Smile up there, smiles and joy.

I‘m finally getting strong, moving further on,
Leaving the troubled times far, far behind,

But I‘ ll never leave you
‘Cause you‘ re in my heart, soul and mind.

Justin

(The poet is an inmate of Aylesbury Young Offenders Institution.  Thanks to Jo‘
Williams for sending this poem and to Justin for allowing us to publish it.  
There will be another of Justin‘s poems in the next edition of the magazine.)
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Community History

Memories of Terriers School
Six months before Mrs Henrietta Field laid the foundation stone for
the new church of St Francis another important public building had
been opened in Terriers.  On 30th January 1929 Alderman Haines
opened the new Terriers Primary School near the crossroads.

 Unfortunately this school was to have a relatively short life and in the
changed circumstances of the late twentieth century it was run down
and closed.  Following a fire the abandoned building was demolished
in June 2000 and the empty site today awaits redevelopment.

However, Terriers Primary School made its mark on several
generations of children who remember it with fondness.  One such
person is Roger Blinko, now in Ontario, Canada, but who lived in
Chadwick Street and attended the school in the 1950s.  His father
Theo was also a pupil in its early days back in the 1930s and Roger
has kindly sent me the picture above showing a class of children from
that era - he remembers being taught in the very same room.  I think
the teacher is Esme Smith, but if you know better then please tell me. 
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Roger Blinko took this picture of the Terriers Primary School building
in the 1980s on one of his return visits to the area.

Not surprisingly, many past and present members of our congregation
were pupils at their local school in Terriers and one, Jean Finlan, was
on the staff for over a third of its lifetime and was its last Head
Teacher.

Tim Edmonds

Thanks to Roger Blinko for his memories and photographs.  
Roger has developed a website containing these and many 

other pictures relating to his family history.  
You can find this at:  http://www3.sympatico.ca/roger.blinko/

 House Communions

Midweek evening services of Holy Communion dur ing 
Holy Week and Easter Week will be taking place in houses,

not in church.  

The details were awaiting confirmation at the time of going to press,
but will be announced in the pewsheet and on the notice board.
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Ask and it shall be given unto youŒ
A few weeks ago, myself and a colleague at work decided to walk
over in the pouring rain to another canteen, where the food is always
much better than at our own.  After finishing the meal and stepping
outside, we noticed that it had stopped raining.  The immediate
response from my (non-Christian) colleague was ªThere is a God!º.

Naturally this was not meant literally, but it got me thinking.  What is
most people's idea of God?  What does He do?  Is He simply there to
make our lives easier?  I think the idea that most non-Christians seem
to have is that God is some sort of interloper into our universe.  As if
everything was already there, and God stays out of things most of the
time, but lends a hand if it is necessary.

Yet the Biblical perspective is somewhat different.  In the beginning,
God already existed.  He then created not only the Earth, but also the
Heavens, out of nothing.  God does not merely interfere with our
reality; it belongs to Him and indeed depends on Him.  As in Job
34:14-15 ªIf it were his intention and he withdrew his spirit and
breath, all mankind would perish together and man would return to
the dust.º

Yet many of us behave as if we believe the first example.  The Bible is
full of hymns, prayers and psalms which praise God - for leading His
people out of slavery in Egypt, or indeed from setting them free from
sin itself.  But if I were God, and heard the ªshopping listº prayers
that many of us present Him with, I would get more than a little
annoyed.  Do we really only serve God for what we can get out of it?
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Fortunately for all of us, I am not God.  Because when He hears us
pray, He does not just see one more person who wants something; but

ªthe Spirit himself testifies with our spirit
that we are God's children.  Now if we are
children, then we are heirs of God ± and co-
heirs with Christº (Romans 8:16-17).

What an awesome honour for God to say to
that we are His children.  Let us not forget
how He created the universe and is higher
than all the Heavens ± but yet He calls you
and me ªchild.º 

Many of us know the Lord's Prayer inside out, and we know that it
was given as a model for prayer.  It contains both praise and
repentance ± both our shortcomings and God's greatness.  It reminds
us that we should ask for things (like daily bread!) but also that God's
will should be done.

Far from being a contradiction, this only goes to prove what a unique
God we have.  He cannot be pinned down with human wisdom, and
nor can our communication with Him.  I don't understand how God
can look on me and be proud to have me as a son, but this is the very
reason that He is so special, and the reason I worship Him!

Steve Greenhill

  From our Registers

We entrust to the Father's keeping
on 29th November 2004

Ken East
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Catching up with our students
There has been a gap in the congregation at our 8.00 a.m. service of
Holy Communion since Ian Chandler  went to Warwick University in
the autumn.  Ian is reading for a degree in Civil Engineering and
planning to take a post-graduate course in Coastal Engineering.   He is
enjoying university life, and especially his involvement in the
Chaplaincy Department where he helps to run a Focus Group (which
sounds like a lot of fun).  He is looking forward to travelling to Iona
with a party of friends at Easter.  Meanwhile, his parents Chris and
Juliet, and sister Jessica, are getting used to not having him around,
and enjoy catching up with his doings when he touches base!

Together with other students from Warwick University, Ian Chandler
took part in a Bible Reading Marathon at Balsall Common.
Here he is in the early hours of Friday 4th February reading 

from 2 Samuel at Balsall Common Methodist Church.  
(Picture courtesy of www.balsallcommonbiblereading.com)

Another gap in the congregation has been caused by Ian Nor ton
following his brother David into university life.  Ian is enjoying his
first year at Bath University where he is studying Toxicology and
Pharmacology to learn what effect drugs and medicine have on the
human body.   Elder brother David is in his second year at Bangor,
University of Wales, studying Marine Zoology.  He is in his element
dissecting anything he can find from the ocean.  They are both
enjoying the activities on offer on campus.
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Carol and Voldi Kant are glad that their twins, Danielle and Tanya,
are enjoying life at their separate universities.  The twins decided this
was the time they should begin to pursue their different paths, despite
the inevitable wrench.  But, before this, they went off together for a
memorable trip to New Zealand, Australia and Fiji in their gap year. 

Danielle is now studying English and Linguistics at the University of
Essex at Colchester.  She lives on the campus, sharing
accommodation with sixteen other students, and taking turns with the
self-catering.  Although they work hard they also find time to join in
some of the social life at the campus.

Tanya is studying English and Media Studies at the University of
Sussex at Brighton.  She too is sharing a flat on the campus with other
students where they self-cater, study and enjoy socialising together.
Both girls are already having to find accommodation outside the
campus for their second year.

We send these new students our best wishes and look forward to
seeing them in the hols!

Valerie Evans

West Wycombe Open Day - Field of Hope
Sunday 20th March 2005

As part of the Marie Curie Cancer Care annual Daffodil Appeal, an
open day will be taking place at West Wycombe Park on Sunday 20th

March 2005 from 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. to raise funds for local
Marie Curie Nurses.  Entrance fees to the park are £2.50 for adults

and £1.50 for children and OAPs.

Please invite your family and friends along and spend a couple of
hours exploring the beautiful grounds of West Wycombe Park. Then

treat yourself to afternoon tea at the local church hall. 
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” I am the vine, you are the branches•  (John 15:5)

On the Grapevine       

 During much of January and February work was going on in the
church as mobile operator •3‘  installed telecommunications

equipment in the tower.  The main outward signs of this were the
scaffolding structures clinging to the tower, but on Friday 4th February
these were surpassed by a gigantic hoist which was extended above
the tower.  This was used to lift a mast onto the top - an operation
which, to the satisfaction of the contractors, was achieved first time.

After several years of faithful service, Joy Smith has now retired
as the Church Cleaning Organiser.  Thanks for all your hard

work, Joy, and for leaving the cleaning rota in such good order.

 Our regular `First Sunday' musician Matthew Edmonds spent
his half-term in the USA with his piano teacher and another

student.  He played both piano and clarinet on the trip, which included
two concerts in Virginia and providing musical preludes and anthems
for Sunday morning services at Williamsburg Presbyterian Church.
They then flew west and gave a concert at St Paul's Cathedral, San
Diego, California, where the audience included Martin Neary, former
Director of Music at Westminster Abbey.  It was an eventful month
for Matt - a week after his return he celebrated his 18th birthday. 

Once again the service on Maundy Thursday will include a
meal.  If you wish to partake, please ensure that you are catered

for by signing the list on the notice board by Palm Sunday.

The Editor welcomes news about local people and events.

Who said this?

Holy Wr it was intended to teach men how to go to heaven, not
how the heavens go.  

(Answer on page 22)
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Voluntary Vacancies

Would you like to use your spare time to help others in a voluntary capacity?  If
so then Volunteer Focus would love to hear from you.  Here are some of the
organisations currently looking for helpers:

· Cruse Bereavement Care is looking for a new Branch Chair
in High Wycombe.  The hours are flexible.  The Chair is the
figure head of the branch and liaises with other organisations.
This person must have good people skills; good organisational
and office skills would be an advantage.  Meetings are held in
High Wycombe.

· Bucks Association for the Blind and Par tially Sighted is
looking for volunteers to spend time in the Eye Day Room at
Wycombe Hospital talking to patients on a casual and friendly
basis and, at the nursing staff 's request, providing a helping
hand in the unit.  Volunteers should enjoy relating to a wide
range of people, have good listening skills and be tactful.

· We have a number of groups looking for volunteer dr ivers -
usually to take the elderly to clubs or day centres and home
again once a week.

More information?  Call Volunteer Focus on % 451700.  

Office hours are Monday - Friday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  An answerphone is
available outside these hours. 

You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk 
or call at:  The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe.

The Wycombe & District Volunteer Bureau -  is supported by Wycombe District
Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.

Answer to the question on page 21:

Galileo Galilei, whose scientific proof that the Ear th revolves
around the sun, and not vice versa, was rejected by the Church.  
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The Carers Centre

Some people provide help and support to a family member or friend
for a few months, perhaps following an accident or serious illness,
others for a lifetime.  No matter what the circumstance, we support
Carers of all ages and from all sections of the community.  Our Carers
are all unpaid and take on their Caring role out of love, duty, or both.
Many of our Carers simply look after their husband or wife and would
not recognise themselves described as a `carer'.  The `simply' is an
expression of their love and duty.

In the 2001 Census, over 43,821 Buckinghamshire Carers recorded
that they gave their time and support, frequently juggling a job with
their unpaid caring responsibilities at home.  At least 6,290 of those
give over 50 hours a week.  Carers play a vital part in the social
structure of our society and must be recognised for their invaluable
contribution.  Carers are very special people.

The Carers Bucks staff are all highly experienced and can help you
through advice and information, advocacy and practical support.  We
provide the opportunity to meet with other carers and offer a listening
ear.  We can also access grant payments.  We provide emotional
support to all ages and groups in society, including Young Carers
(aged 5 to 18), the Black and Minority Ethnic community, those
looking after someone with mental illness including depression.  Our
training courses cover topics as varied as first aid and manual
handling to budget planning and managing stress.  Many of our
Carers are referred through their GP surgery but, to date, only 3,000
have registered with us.  

Our concern is that many Carers carry on with their task unaware of
the support that is available until a crisis strikes.  Together we can
help plan for the unexpected and help Carers to enjoy a quality of life
that they deserve.

If you would like to know more, please contact us:

% (01494) 463536 or 01296 392711 
email:  mail@carersbucks.org 

Carers Bucks, Ardenham Court, Oxford Road, Aylesbury HP19 8HT
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Who‘s Who at St Francis‘
All telephone numbers are local - STD code 01494

Vicar The Revd Canon Tony Dickinson               % 520676
St Francis' Vicarage
High Wycombe  HP13 5AB

tony.dickinson@ukonline.co.uk

Reader (training) Valerie Evans % 531023
Churchwarden Keith Gordon % 531570
Churchwarden Valerie Jones % 439154

Church Cleaning Organiser Vacant
Flower Rota Organiser Rosemary Bossingham % 441809
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps % 816416
Magazine Subs/Distribution June Findlow % 524491
Organist Tessa Walker % 441698
PCC Secretary John Norton % 437105
PCC Treasurer Veronica Edmonds % 526346
Sacristan Mary Phipps % 816416
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson % 520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps % 816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock % 534634

Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock % 451771
Church Hall Office % 462911
Church Hall Pay-phone % 462909

Magazine Editor Tim Edmonds
90 Green Hill
High Wycombe  HP13 5QE

% 526346

tfedmonds@btopenworld.com

Webmaster Keith Walter
klwalter@bigfoot.com

% 442415

Website:  http://parishes.oxford.anglican.org/terriers/

 If you know of any changes to the above list, please share this
with the Vicar, Webmaster and Magazine Editor.
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