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St Francis of Assisi - Terriers and Totteridge

Services

Full details of Sunday and weekday services and other church
activities are in the Diary section later in this magazine.

Contact information

If you would like a visit from the vicar, or if there is anything you
would like to discuss, please give your name and address to him or
one of the Churchwardens, or telephone to arrange a visit.  

Names and contact details for the church officers and those
responsible for church activities are on the back cover.  

Accessibility

Sidesmen are on duty at the church to welcome you.  Please ask for
assistance if you need it.

There is a car park at the church.  Although no designated disabled
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties are
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors. 

Access is down steps.  A lift is available at the left-hand entrance. 

There is a hearing loop in church.

A large-print version of the service book is available.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

June magazine

Copy deadline:  Pentecost 15th May
Publication date:  Sunday 29th May

Editor:  Tim Edmonds a  526346
90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE

email: tfedmonds@btopenworld.com

Cover picture:  The 2005 Christian Aid Week poster
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Vote, Vote, Vote forŒ?
By the time you read this we will, I hope, have elected churchwardens
and a Church Council to serve the people of St Francis‘ church for the
next twelve months.  We may even have seen the puff of white smoke
which indicates the election of a new Bishop for Rome. There will,
however, still be a few days to go before we know the colour of the
next government of this country, although it is fairly predictable that
Buckinghamshire County Council (for which elections are also being
held on 5th May) will continue to remain ” true blue•.

It would be easy to imagine that in all these elections there are similar
issues of power and authority at stake, even though the level of power
and authority in question will vary widely.  It would be easy, but it
would be mistaken.  The elections to Church office, both (on the local
level) in Terriers and (at the global level) in Rome, are about
authority, but they have very little to do with power.  Josef Stalin‘s
notorious war-time gibe, ”How many divisions has the Pope?•,
reflected a political reality that has existed for several centuries — long
before the Italian take-over of the Papal States during the struggle for
Italian independence in the 1860s turned Pius IX into ” the prisoner of
the Vatican•.  The authority of the Church Council, like the authority
of Popes, is essentially spiritual, which means that it is essentially the
authority of service.  It is authentic in so far as it reflects the authority
of Jesus, the servant King.  Pope Gregory the Great recognised this in
the 6th century when he adopted the title ”Servant of the servants of
God.•  A similar insight was expressed by Pope John Paul II when he
wrote in his 1995 encyclical Ut unum sint (”That they may be one•)
of the Bishop of Rome‘s responsibility as ” the first servant• of the
unity of all Christians.  It is, perhaps, worth recalling that Pope John
Paul commanded the widest respect when he used the moral and
spiritual authority of his office to speak up for the poor and
disadvantaged and that many of his most controversial acts were those
in which he relied over-much on the papal power of ”universal and
immediate jurisdiction• over local Catholic communities.

Governments, too, are most respected when they seek to serve, rather
than exercise power over, their people.  We may not quite go along
with the ultra-basic economic analysis of the Reverend Sydney Smith,
who wrote to a friend, 170 years ago, ”Don‘t be led away by

3



nonsense.  All things are dearer under a bad government and cheaper
under a good one,º but we are more likely to remember with gratitude
those law-makers who increased the sum of human happiness by
making the people of these islands safer and healthier, rather than
those who pursued transient glory by waging wars of aggression.  

Thursday, 5th May is not only election day.  It is also Ascension Day,
when Christians reflect on the risen Lord's return to the glory of the
Father.  That coincidence reminds us that all authority in heaven and
on earth is given, not to political leaders, nor to those with economic
and military power, but to the poor carpenter of Nazareth, who was
put to death by those same powers because his message, with its
assertion of God's ªpreferential option for the poorº, revealed their
true nature and the falseness of their claim on the obedience of the
rest of humanity.  Let us hold that truth in our minds both as we cast
our vote and as we come together at John Norton's house in Adam
Close on the evening of Ascension Day to encounter our risen,
ascended, glorified Lord who comes to us in the breaking of the
bread.

Tony Dickinson

     Thought for the month     

He who wants to enjoy the glory of the sunr ise must
l ive through the night.

Better together?

This was the title of the course followed by our two house-groups
during Lent, on Thursday mornings and Tuesday evenings.  Both
found the course stimulating and so animated was our discussion that
we had to resort to a small handbell to bring a bit of order and let
quieter folk have their say. 

Both house-groups plan to meet again fortnightly - watch the Sunday
Bulletin for details of when and where the groups will be meeting. 

Val Evans
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Time and Talents No 29

The Role of the Gift Aid Officer
This is a satisfying role as it involves extracting money from the
Inland Revenue!  Although separate from that of Stewardship
Organiser (see last month's magazine), there is some saving in work
when the same person does both tasks.  I started, seven years ago, as
Covenants Secretary, and became Gift Aid Officer when covenants
were replaced by Gift Aid.

You are probably aware of the public face of the role.  I invite people
to make a Gift Aid declaration in favour of St Francis' if they are
taxpayers, explain the implications and answer queries.

I have attended various seminars as the Gift Aid scheme has expanded
and interpretations of the rules have developed, and I pass on the
details to the St Francis' congregation.  Now that people generally are

more used to the Gift Aid
scheme, this aspect of the
role is less time-consuming.
Whereas the covenants
system was only applicable
to givers making a four-year
commitment, the Gift Aid

scheme is available to all donations by taxpayers, including one-offs.
Therefore, although the scheme is simpler to administer, the record-
keeping is on a bigger scale.

The Gift Aid Officer is responsible for ensuring that each donation
made under a Gift Aid declaration satisfies the Inland Revenue
requirements and for keeping all current Gift Aid declarations, ready
for possible Inland Revenue inspection.  For members of the
stewardship scheme one declaration covers all their regular and one-
off giving, though I have to check periodically that these are still
valid.  Visitors are invited to use the Visitors' Gift Aid envelopes in
the pews and need to complete the declaration on the envelope.
Sometimes I am given one-off Gift Aid donations directly.

Every week, I record the amount given via Visitors' Gift Aid
envelopes at church, rejecting any that have not been correctly
completed.  I write the amounts are both on a •register' and on each
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envelope.  For one-off donations I write a thank you letter, though for
regular occasional givers, I just write once a year. 

Periodically there are special collections for other charities, to be
channelled through the church's bank account.  For these, I produce
two types of envelopes: the Visitors' Gift Aid envelopes, and simpler
ones for members of the St Francis' Gift Aid scheme.  For each
special collection, I check that the envelopes have been correctly
completed, record the amount in each one on the envelope and enter it
on a spreadsheet.  I retain the empty envelopes together with a copy
of the spreadsheet and make sure that the special collections to which
they relate are identified.  I calculate the expected total tax rebate and
email the Treasurer (to advance to the charity together with the basic
donations) and the vicar and wardens (to add to the total that is
announced in the Notices).

I use spare stewardship envelopes to make the two sorts of Gift Aid
envelopes, by sticking appropriate labels on them.  I put the Visitors'
Gift Aid envelopes in the pews in church, together with a card
explaining how to use them.  Every month or so, I replenish them and
tidy up those that have fallen on the floor or been moved when chairs
have been moved.

I make claims to the Inland Revenue twice a year, when all the
stewardship income for each half of the tax year has been received.
Occasionally I make an extra separate claim e.g. for a substantial
special collection.  To prepare, I finalise all the various stewardship
and Gift Aid spreadsheets to show the total given in the relevant
period by each person.  This might include stewardship, Lent box and
several appeals.  I include these amounts in the thank you letters that I
send after the end of the tax year to members of the stewardship
scheme and regular occasional givers, which some people find useful
for their income tax forms.  I carefully cross-check all the totals.  I
then complete the schedules required by the Inland Revenue
(manually at present).  I complete the claim form, copy all the forms
and submit them.  Their cheque usually arrives within a month, which
is the best part of the job!  Last year the total of the rebates was over
£5000.  I advise the Treasurer of the split of the total between any
special charity collections, donations to restricted funds and
unrestricted money for general church funds. 
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I produce regular reports for the Giving Committee, showing the
totals of Gift Aid received and numbers of people making Gift Aid
donations, broken down by the various methods of giving, and
highlighting and explaining any unusual figures.  I produce a Gift Aid
report for the Church Annual Report and update the Giving leaflet
when the Accounts for the previous year have been approved, and
these both include similar statistical information.  I also produce
statistical figures for the Treasurer once a year, as required for the
Diocese.

Unfortunately I'm not able to come to many church services at the
moment, because of my mother's continuing illness, so if anyone
wishes to contact me regarding Gift Aid, especially newcomers whom
I may not have met, please give me a call on 816416.

Mary Phipps

Quiet Garden - High Wycombe

The High Wycombe Quiet Garden is at Hithercroft Road, Downley,
and the next meeting is from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on 9th May :

 •Soil and Soul'

led by Anne Bowker

Further information and directions to the garden are available from:

Irene Bell  a  01628 532576, Mary Sketch a  01296 623068, 
Noreen Talbot a  534882, Audrey Upshall a  444448

 or Lesley Wasley a  523978.  
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A Day in the Life ofŒ

The Royal Grammar School Chaplain 
Just down the road from our church is what must be the largest
community in the parish - The Royal Grammar School - which has
about 1400 pupils plus staff.  So just what does a Chaplain do with a
flock that size?  Here Peter Toller guides us through a busy day.

The day begins with breakfast in the boarding house with our seventy
boarders and ten members of staff. I say goodbye to my wife Claire
and our eight-week-old son Rupert and then endeavour to avoid the
tempting full English breakfast! I discuss one or two incidents that
arose during the previous night's duty with the other staff.

It's then time to register my tutor group: twenty 6th form students who
are not full of life at 8.45 a.m. I accompany them to morning
assembly — a time of reflection that I always remember benefiting
from when I was a boy here. We are in the middle of a series of
assemblies from different members of staff, which I am co-ordinating.
The theme is •A memorable journey' and Mr Bartlett, a new
economics teacher, has boys captivated with a story of his time in
Africa. His makeshift ambulance carrying a sick boy was hijacked by
bandits whilst travelling to a hospital in Nairobi. There was stunned
silence in the hall when Mr Bartlett quietly explained that on their
eventual arrival at the hospital, the boy was pronounced dead. He
ended the assembly with a prayer and an opportunity for boys to
reflect thankfully on the life God has given them.

Back to the classroom now for the first four lessons of the day - I
teach mathematics to mainly sixth form students. The bright further
maths group is intrigued by the exponential function and its various
properties.  The 40 minute lessons flash by and at break I meet up
with the Associate Chaplain, Mr Ratcliffe. We walk around school,
chatting with boys and selling the last few tickets for this evening's
sixth form Chaplains' supper. 

I'm free after break so I crack on with some marking, and prepare for
tomorrow's lesson using the department's new interactive whiteboard.
I grab a sandwich for lunch and head over to one of our junior school
Chaplaincy meetings run by languages teacher Mr Potter. I enter the
room to find twenty-five year 7 pupils enjoying themselves playing a
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game organized by our sixth form leaders. They soon settle down to
listen to a parable from Luke's gospel followed by an explanation
from Mr Potter and a testimony from one of the student leaders.
Questions are then taken — an important part of the meeting allowing
the boys to ask about any issues regarding the Christian faith.

The afternoon is spent on the games field, coaching rugby to the
under-12 squad. We're preparing for a tough tournament up in
Bradford at the weekend, so concentration and passion are
forthcoming as we work on the side's defensive techniques.

Back to the boarding house for duty until supper at 7.00 p.m. The
boarders return from school for a snack and then sign out to a whole
range of activities. I snatch the odd minute here and there to catch up
with some administration. I write to thank Colin Fletcher, the Bishop
of Dorchester, for speaking at our Chaplains' Oxford Dinner last
week. The thirty sixth form students we took really enjoyed the
evening at my former college (Pembroke) and particularly valued
Colin's personal approach and humble faith. He analysed the journey
to faith of Nicodemus in John's Gospel, explaining that coming to
faith in Christ can take time with hard questions asked along the way.

From the left:  Garth Ratcliffe (Associate Chaplain), Colin Fletcher (Bishop of
Dorchester), Peter Toller (School Chaplain) and Simon Potter

I clock off duty at 7.00 p.m. and we begin to welcome boys to the
Chaplains' supper. Mr Ratcliffe has been helping set up for the
evening held in my flat in the boarding house. The boys are delighted
to meet Rupert as my wife nervously passes him to those who are

9



brave enough to hold him. Mr Potter arrives with the Chinese take
away from Mr Chan's and we all tuck in to a delicious meal. After
supper it's Mr Ratcliffe's turn to speak. He explains what it means for
Christians to be Christ's ambassadors from 2 Corinthians chapter 5.
The boys then engage in serious and thoughtful debate about the
Christian faith. Most are not Christians or from a church background.
They come along because they're interested to find out more. The
boys head home around 9.30 p.m. and we all help tidy up, praying
that God might use the opportunity to speak to boys' hearts and turn
them to Christ. After a full but fulfilling day, my wife and I turn in for
the night, wondering at what time we'll be roused by little Rupert's
dulcet tones. 

Peter Toller

75th Anniversary Event

” Let‘s Celebrate•

Flower Festival - Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th July

This event will celebrate in flowers our 75th Anniversary and will also
feature an informal organ recital from 2.00 to 4.00 p.m. on the
Saturday.  It is hoped to serve refreshments during the afternoon.

The organisers would appreciate more offers of help, not only from
our flower club rota ladies but also from anyone willing to assist
generally prior to the weekend event - we have a large church!
Skilled and unskilled help is most welcome - our next meeting is at 72
Hamilton Road on Wednesday 8th June at 7.30 p.m.  

Also most welcome would be donations towards the cost of flowers.
Please contact me if you would like to contribute in this way.

Many thanks,

Hazel Noakes % 530273 
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75th Anniversary Events

You are cordially invited to a

Cheese and Traidcraft Wine Party
on Saturday 7th May at 8.00 p.m.

in the Church Hall

to meet Emma Forrester from Christian Aid
Tickets £5 from Val Evans % 531023

Let‘s make this a special occasion to celebrate our 75th

Anniversary and the achievements of Christian Aid 

Future 75th Anniversary events include:

• Saturday 11th June (afternoon) -  Treasure Hunt on foot within
the Parish   Co-ordinator - Terry Dean

• Saturday 11th June (evening) - Caribbean Evening
Co-ordinators - Laura Mann and Mary O‘Garro

• Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th July - Flower Festival
Co-ordinator - Hazel Noakes (see opposite)
On the Saturday afternoon of the Festival we welcome members of the
Buckinghamshire Organists‘ Association, who will entertain us on
the organ (Co-ordinator - Hugh Brocklehurst)

Look out for more and updated information on these events in
forthcoming issues of the parish magazine.
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MAY

     Dates for your Diary     

1 Sun Easter 6
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism
6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Taizé)

2 Mon St Philip and St James

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
3 Tue 8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting
4 Wed English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks
7.45 p.m. Deanery Synod

5 Thu 7.00 a.m - 10.00 p.m. County Council and General Elections
Ascension Day

8.00 p.m. Parish Communion at 26 Adam Close
7 Sat 9.30 a.m. Walkers Unite(d)

Details as for 2nd April - page 10 of April Parish Magazine
8.00 p.m. Cheese & Wine Party - see page 11

8 Sun Easter 7
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion  Preacher:  Douglas Butterfield
(County Ecumenical Officer for Buckinghamshire)

6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (BCP)
11 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks
12 Thu 2.30 p.m. South Bucks Hospice Memorial Service (Hall)

7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting
13 Fri 7.30 p.m. Archdeacon's Visitation to Wycombe Deanery

(at St Peter‘s Loudwater)
14 Sat St Matthias

10.00 a.m. Churches Together in Bucks Annual Assembly
6.00 p.m. Holy Communion

15 Sun Christian Aid Week begins
Pentecost
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
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10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
12.00 noon Lunch Club (The Terriers)
6.30 p.m. Prayer for Healing

18 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

22 Sun Trinity Sunday
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion  Preacher:  Fr James Mukunga
6.30 p.m. Choral Evensong

25 Wed German Kirchentag (Hannover) until 29th May
The Venerable Bede and Aldhelm - see below

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

29 Sun Trinity 1
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion  Preacher:  Fr James Mukunga

31 Tue Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion

Who was St Aldhelm?

St Aldhelm was born in Wessex around 640, almost certainly into a
noble family, and it seems likely that his parents were recent converts
to Christianity.  He studied at a monastic community that had
recently been founded at Malmesbury.  Clearly a gifted scholar, he
was sent to Canterbury to be educated under Adrian, Abbot of St
Augustine's, and seems also to have visited Rome.  

Some years later he returned to Malmesbury where he was appointed
Abbot, a position he held for 33 years.  He enlarged the monastery
and founded monasteries in Frome and Bradford-on-Avon, where he
also built St Laurence's church which still stands today.

Aldhelm is considered one of the pre-eminent scholars of his time
and many of his writings survive.  He was also a charismatic
preacher and an excellent musician. In 705 Aldhelm was made the
first Bishop of Sherborne but he was to die just four years after his
consecration, on 25th May 709.  This year the Diocese of Salisbury is
celebrating the 1300th anniversary of St Aldhelm's consecration, and
we remember him at our service on 25th May.
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In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:
Rosemary Bossingham, Martin Braisher, Gaynor Chambers, Tim Edmonds,
Jean and Michael Hedgeland, John and Joan Ludlow, Cyril Mines, Joy and Ray
Smith, Jill White, Dorothy Williams, Diane Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Vince Amer, David Baldwin, Roland Brinkworth, Jenny Butterfield, Marie
Childs, Jeffrey Collis, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, George Dowsett,
Katie Foster, Phyllis and Michael Fudge, Sam and Norah Glennon, James
Golightly, Colin Gowers, Carol Griffiths and her family, Diane Harris,
Katharine Jackman, Julie James, Anna and Frank Jervis, Kate King, Lily
Maher, Ted Martin, Bettina Michels and her family, Teresa Moore and her
family, Mary Morgan, Angela Norton, Marie Norton, Brenda O'Brien, Roy
Parkinson, Mick Payne, Anne Portsmouth, Marcia Powell, Kerry Purvis, Kevin
Smith, Irene Solomon, Ruth Steadman, Mary Stubbs, Carol and Paul Twitchin,
Monica and Peter Ward, Bill Weinhauer, Olga Whenray, Raymond
Winterbourne, Lorna Woodward and her family, Zoe and her family.

Please give what you can to support the work of
Christian Aid in the world's poorest countries.  If you
are a taxpayer, Christian Aid can reclaim Gift Aid on
your donations of £1 and over, so do fill in the slip at
the back of the envelope ready for the collector.

Please speak to Val Evans or Paul Beniston if you can help with the street
collection.  If you don't feel like going alone we can arrange for you to go with
someone.

Who said this?

” The best argument against democracy is a five-minute
conversation with the average voter.•

(Answer on page 22)
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One of the fund-raising events for our Lent Project was a presentation by Sally
Jervis on the English language.  For those who weren‘t able to be there, here‘s a
sample of what you missed.

Hwæt!
” Œwhether there be tongues, they shall ceaseŒ•  (I Cor. 13:8)

As I prepared a talk for 14th March on the development of the English
language from its Anglo-Saxon roots to the end of the Norman period,
I found myself — not for the first time — dismayed at St. Paul's
prophecy of a heaven without language.  Words have strength and
beauty.  Words chosen with precision to instruct, persuade, move, and
inspire can create that pleasurable stab in the gut that lovers of art and
music also recognise when an art form reveals to them something that
they have always apprehended about life but never seen or heard so
perfectly expressed.  I think of Virginia Woolf 's account of bath-time
with ªthe rough towel that makes my blood purrº, or Laurie Lee's
vision of Jo lying naked in the green light of the local woods as
ªsmoother than candleskins, like something thrown down from the
moonº and exclaim: ªYes!  That's it!º.

ªYes!  That's it!º is our inward response as we are touched, and
something of the rich legacy of human experience is momentarily
revealed.  And the study of words themselves — those sounds that
become attached to things and actions and tantalise us with the
promise of unveiling the mystery that is, say, a star, or an apple —
inevitably bring us into contact with the people who shaped our
language.  The speakers of Old English, Jutes, Saxons, and Angles,
took their name from the ªangle of land jutting into the South Baltic
and called themselves Englisc, though curiously, the native Britons
whom they drove northwards and westwards identified them with the
Saxons among them (Welsh Saes, Gaelic Sasunnach).  They were to
become some of Europe's most skilled scribes and artists before the
Vikings disrupted the cultural life of Northumbria.  English won the
linguistic battle against the invaders, but not before Old Norse had left
an indelible mark on it, since Old English and Old Norse were closely
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related, and the speakers of both could understand one another.  One
of the most interesting features of English is its assimilation of the
same word at different stages in history, so that we have such related
pairs as Old English shirt and Old Norse skirt, both of which
originally meant ªshort garmentº.  Sometimes, the Old Norse word
ousted the Old English.  Chaucer's poor widow from The Nuns'
Priest's Tale may have graced her table with ªan ey or tweyeº, but it is
the Old Norse egg that has survived.  Old Norse gave the languagedie
as its general term, and limited the Old English starve, so that only in
some northern dialects is it still acceptable to starve of cold.

Related pairs were also a legacy of the Norman period, and reflect
changes that took place in mainland France.  The Normans were
essentially Vikings who had established a kind of Danelaw in France,
and the French dialect which they quickly adopted in favour of their
Scandinavian tongue had fallen out of favour by the thirteenth century
as the French of Central France became fashionable.  (Chaucer pokes
gentle fun at his Prioress, whose French was from a district in London
ªfor Frenssh of Paris was to hire unknoweº.)  Thus we borrowed
launch and warden from the Normans, whose dialect included the
semi-vowel W and the sound TCH, but lance and guardian from the
more prestigious French of Central France towards the end of the
Norman period.

The so-called Dark Ages and the Norman period never fail to surprise.
As I prepared my notes, I discovered that our own Berkhamsted,
distinguished today only by its unique double moat, was the place
where Anglo-Saxon England formally came to an end as the Witan
(Saxon rulers) surrendered to Duke William of Normandy.  There
proved to be another interesting connection.  Among the Witan was
Edgar, last of the Wessex dynasty, who made his way north to
Edinburgh with an entourage including his sister, Margaret.  Malcolm
Canmore, King of Scotland, was less moved by the plight of Edgar
than by the charms of his sister, whom he married, and it was in her
honour that he had the tiny stone chapel built on the Castle Rock.

Hugh Brocklehurst and I had decided that the evening would not be
complete without authentic refreshments, and so we scoured
Wycombe looking for mead.  The mead smacked of honey ± as mead
should ± and proved as strong as sherry.  It throws light on Beowulf 's
valour in leaving the hall to look for Grendel.  I followed Irene after
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the refreshments as she had had a soft drink and seemed to know
where the west door was, but rapidly discovered that some great
Herbert had replaced the steps with a cotton wool ramp.

It was so good of people to turn out on such an inhospitable evening
and give generously to our Lent project.  Almost £70 was raised on
the night, and further donations have augmented this to a total of £95.
Tony made splendid posters to advertise the event, despite his own
busy schedule, and Terry kindly took charge of the money and
counted it.  Hugh helped me in numerous ways, not least by ensuring
that the church was adequately heated, the projector operating
properly, and the chairs arranged to give a reasonable view of the
screen.  When the jewel-like colours of the original photographs
failed to glow in my slides, he also encouraged me not to cut my
throat.

I do hope that everyone who came has a sense of the richness of our
language.  This, after all, is not the province of scholars.  This is our
heritage, and we shall be the poorer if we trade our words, with an
edge honed by our history, for the all-purpose ªreally coolº.  Thank
you all.

Sally Jervis

Terriers from the Tower

Another Lent Project fund-raiser was escorted trips up the church tower on 19th

March.  This is a glimpse from the tower through Tony Dickinson's camera.
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The Local Support Group in 2004
As in previous years, members of St Francis' church and parish  have
been excellent supporters of the local support group of The Children's
Society with both fund-raising and house/shop boxes.  Our Wycombe
committee stands at six members - three of us from St Francis'!

Fund-raising is a difficult task but nevertheless we in the local group
succeeded in raising the following amounts:

Event Churches involved

Market Stall £76.00 Combined churches 

Cream Teas £275.00 Combined churches 

Swan Theatre Bucket Collection £163.42 Combined churches 

Carol Singing Combined churches 
 - Hamilton School £70.25
 - Loakes Park School £163.88
 - Castlefield School £166.10

Street Collection £325.00 Combined churches 

Christingle £171.83 St Francis'

House Boxes 
   (March 2004 - March 2005) £634.69

Total £2046.17

Big thanks once again go to Tony, the wardens and church members
for their support and for the use of the church hall and garden for the
cream teas - which were a great success.  Thanks also to Terry Dean
for counting and banking much of the money from house boxes.

Hazel Noakes
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Community History

The Curate‘s son and the Comet
Overlooking the Green between Terriers and Hazlemere stands a
building now known as Terriers Green House, but which previously
had the name Magdala House.  This is one of a select number of
buildings in the High Wycombe area that carries a circular plaque
indicating that it is associated with a famous person.  Its claim to fame
is that on 27th July 1882 it was the birthplace of Sir Geoffrey de
Havilland, the pioneer aviator and aircraft designer.

Geoffrey was the second son of Charles de Havilland, who was then
curate of Holy Trinity Hazlemere.  However, Geoffrey did not live
long in this area because his father soon moved to take charge of St
Mary's Abbey Church at Nuneaton, Warwickshire, and then again in
1896 to the village of Crux Easton in Hampshire.

Although he was expected to follow his father into the church,
Geoffrey showed an early interest in things mechanical.  He started
his career in the motor car industry but quickly moved into aviation
and built his first aircraft in 1909.   He formed his own company in
1920 and went on to develop a number of innovative designs,
including the fast, lightweight wartime Mosquito and the world's first
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jet airliner, the Comet.  Geoffrey de Havilland was knighted in 1944,
appointed to the Order of Merit in 1962, and died in 1965.

For many years the de Havilland connection with Hazlemere was
forgotten.  Then, in the 1990s, aircraft researchers discovered that
Terriers Green House was Geoffrey's birthplace and successfully
campaigned for the commemorative plaque to be put there.  This was
officially dedicated in 2000 and the date chosen for the event was
Geoffrey's birthday, 27th July, which was also the date on which the
Comet airliner had made its maiden flight.

Although the de Havilland connections are with Hazlemere, rather
than with Terriers, there is a link with our church of St Francis.  It was
the money of Mrs Henrietta Field that gave us our magnificent church
building.  The Fields had retired to Hazlemere and bought a large
house called ªSt John'sº, which later became the offices of insurance
company AXA.  When AXA moved out a few years ago the site was
redeveloped for housing and the road into the site was named •De
Havilland Drive'.

Tim Edmonds

I gratefully acknowledge the help of Messrs Alan Oldham and Dave
Scott in the preparation of these notes.

  From our Registers

We welcome into God's Church by baptism
on 27th March

Elsbeth Grace Hyde
on 3rd April

Callum Char les Jeffer ies

We commend into the Father's keeping
on 6th April

Char les Spicer
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The Body of Christ
I am sure that you are all aware of the success of the Lord of the Rings
films in recent years.  What is it that makes these stories so appealing?
Is it the fantasy element ± the dragons, magicians and other
supernatural goings-on?  Or is it the humanity of it ± how the group
bond together and trust each other?

The first of the films is rather aptly called the ªFellowship of the
Ringº.  I don't know about you, but I had only really heard this word
ªfellowshipº in a Christian context before seeing the film.  It is a
positive word, implying reliance, trust and the willingness to help one
another.  The news of the Pope's death certainly showed the
fellowship among the Catholic believers (after all, the very word
ªCatholicº means ªuniversalº).  But what about us?

The Church of St. Francis in Terriers was built 75 years ago, with one
primary purpose:  to provide a place for people to come together to
worship God.  But to what extent have we
retained this idea (or is it merely an ideal?) of
togetherness?  How well do we know other
people in the church?  And I don't just mean
knowing their name or where they live, I mean
knowing how they are getting on at work,
where they are in their relationship with God...

The German language
has two words for ªchurchº ± one that refers
primarily to the building (ªKircheº), and one
that refers more to a group of people, or the
congregation.  This second word (ªGemeindeº)
can also be translated to mean community or
parish in the secular sense, with the main stem
of the word ªgemeinº giving this feeling of
togetherness.  Indeed, the word for fellowship
(Gemeinschaft) is closely linked to it.

The trouble with the English language is its heavy reliance on Latin,
with words like ªcongregationº or even ªcommunionº not really
meaning anything to people.  They do not have the automatic
association that we are together.  So what can we do in order to
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promote this feeling of being together, this fellowship?

During my short trip back to Bath in February, my church there
organised an event (admittedly predominantly for students) whereby
certain people in the church would cook lunch and invite people
around.  A girl I did not know and I went round to the house of
someone I didn't know and we all ate together (with his wife as well),
and even watched the rugby together!  This simple idea meant that
people got to meet each other and got to know each other beyond the
standard conversation ªGood morning.  How are you?  Isn't the
weather dreadful today?º that one might have on a Sunday morning.

Another great way to get to know people is to serve with them.  St.
Francis has several teams such as Sidesmen and Sunday School to
name but two.  By relying on the other team members you can really
get to know them.

An oft-quoted Bible verse is ªFor where two or three come together in
my name, there am I with themº (Matt 18:20).  Note the emphasis on
coming together in His name.  It is about having a common purpose.
That is why the church was built 75 years ago, and why we should be
going to it.  If the location where we worship is not of the utmost
importance (see John 4:21-24), then we must surely go to church for a
different reason.  The reason we have such a lovely building is not so
that we can worship God, it is so that we can worship Him together.
And please remember that being brothers and sisters in Christ means
standing by one another, both in the good and the not-so-good times.

Steve Greenhill

Answer to the question on page 14:

Winston Churchill  
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Voluntary Vacancies

2005 is the Year of the Volunteer - could you spare some time to become a
volunteer and help a local charity?  Here is a selection of recent requests for
voluntary help.  If you'd like to try one of these, give us a call:

· The Br itish Red Cross in High Wycombe would like some help one
morning a week from a willing volunteer to help in their medical loans
office.  You would take bookings for equipment including wheelchairs
and other mobility aids and check them in and out of the office.

· Do you have good computer skills and access to e-mail?  Perhaps you
could help Breathe Easy Buckinghamshire to produce their
newsletter which is currently printed twice a year, but they would like
to increase this with your help.

· Shopmobility provides motorised wheelchairs to people with mobility
problems so they are able to go shopping in the town centre. They are
looking for a volunteer on Wednesday mornings, 10.00 a.m. - 12.00
noon, to answer the telephone, take bookings and other clerical tasks.
You may also be asked to move a chair so need to be reasonably fit! 

· The National K idney Research Fund is looking for people in this area
to organise and run small (or large!) fundraising events. 

· The Chiltern Open Air Museum is recruiting volunteers for the
summer season to help in the ticket office and café, with stewarding,
and with maintenance tasks and administration. 

· Iain Rennie Hospice at Home is recruiting volunteer bereavement
visitors to start training in the autumn.  This is a support not a
counselling role; volunteers need good listening/communication skills. 

· The Environment Centre has a number of volunteering opportunities.

For more information about these and the many other volunteer roles currently
available, please call Volunteer Focus on % 451700.  

We are open Monday and Tuesday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m., and Wednesday 9.30
a.m. - 1.30 p.m.  An answerphone is available outside these hours. 

You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk 
or call at:  The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe, HP13 6SL.

Volunteer Focus - The Wycombe & District Volunteer Bureau is supported by
Wycombe District Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.

Registered Charity No 1078305
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Who‘s Who at St Francis‘
All telephone numbers are local - STD code 01494

Vicar The Revd Canon Tony Dickinson               % 520676
St Francis' Vicarage
High Wycombe  HP13 5AB

tony.dickinson@ukonline.co.uk

Reader (training) Valerie Evans % 531023
Churchwarden Keith Gordon % 531570
Churchwarden Valerie Jones % 439154

Church Cleaning Organiser Vacant
Flower Rota Organiser Rosemary Bossingham % 441809
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps % 816416
Magazine Subs/Distribution June Findlow % 524491
Organist Tessa Walker % 441698
PCC Secretary John Norton % 437105
PCC Treasurer Veronica Edmonds % 526346
Sacristan Mary Phipps % 816416
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson % 520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps % 816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock % 534634

Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock % 451771
Church Hall Office % 462911
Church Hall Pay-phone % 462909

Magazine Editor Tim Edmonds
90 Green Hill
High Wycombe  HP13 5QE

% 526346

tfedmonds@btopenworld.com

Webmaster Keith Walter
klwalter@bigfoot.com

% 442415

Website:  http://parishes.oxford.anglican.org/terriers/

 If you know of any changes to the above list, please share this
with the Vicar, Webmaster and Magazine Editor.
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