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St Francis of Assisi - Terriers and Totteridge

Services

Full details of Sunday and weekday services and other church
activities are in the Diary section later in this magazine.

Contact information

If you would like a visit from the vicar, or if there is anything you
would like to discuss, please give your name and address to him or
one of the Churchwardens, or telephone to arrange a visit.

Names and contact details for the church officers and those
responsible for church activities are on the back cover.

Accessibility

Sidesmen are on duty at the church to welcome you. Please ask for
assistance if you need it.

E There is a car park at the church. Although no designated disable
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties art
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors.

Access is down steps. A lift is available at the left-hand entrance.

There is a hearing loop in church.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

&
qﬁ‘
A A large-print version of the service book is available.
i

December/January magazine

Copy deadline: Sunday, 13" November
Publication date: Sunday 27t November

Editor: Tim Edmondsa 526346
90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE
email: editor@terrierschurch.org.uk

Cover picture: The S Andrew's Totteridge window in Holy Trinity Church,
Hazlemere - see pages 9 and 10. (photo by Tim Edmonds)
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Praying the Kingdom

When Charles Elliott, the former director of Christian Aid, published
his thought-provoking book Praying the Kingdom twenty years ago,
he highlighted guilt and a sense of powerlessness as the commonest
responses of Christians in the affluent North to the challenges which
faced them in the 1980s. Today, although many of the situations
which Charles Elliott described in his book have been transformed out
of all recognition, those two responses are, if anything, just as
common and probably felt more intensely. On the national and
international level, those who demonstrated two years ago in such
huge numbers against war in Irag saw their protests ignored by the
governments of the USA and the UK. At the local level, people are
hesitant to commit themselves to the current campaign in the Bucks
Free Press to "Hand back our Hospitale because of the failure of
earlier efforts to prevent the relocation of maternity and children's
wards and accident and emergency services to Stoke Mandeville. On
the global level, the threats posed by climate change and, in their
different ways, HIV/AIDS and "bird flue present such huge
challenges that most of uswould really rather not think about them.

But change happens. Who, twenty years ago, would have predicted
that Soviet-style Communism would have collapsed within five
years? Who would have anticipated an elected black president in
South Africa by the turn of the millennium?
Change happens, and very often it happens
around small groups of people who pray and
who act. Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the
South African Churches played a significant
part in the story of the end of apartheid, as
the young people who met to pray in
Leipzig's Nikolaikirche and to demonstrate
outside it did in the fall of collapse of the
German Democratic Republic. Writing from
his prison-cell in Nazi Berlin, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer outlined the role of the post-war
Church as "prayer and righteous actione.
Those who pray for the coming of God's kingdom (as every Christian
does when g'he uses the Lord's Prayer) are committing themselves to
work for its coming with all the resources at their command. The task

3




may appear enormous and the resources frighteningly small but, as
Desmond Tutu regjoices in pointing out, the only way to eat an
elephant is one spoonful at atime.

At this season of the year we remember those who have spent their
lives in the service of God's kingdom and those who have died in the
wars and other conflicts of the past century, brought on by the
rivalries of the kingdoms of this world. The joyful celebration of All
Saints tide and the more sombre
commemorations of Remembrance Sunday focus
our thoughts on the costly relationship between
prayer and action (the one can never be a
substitute for the other). They also encourage us
to make the connection between God's saving
action in Jesus Christ and our participation in his
body through our baptism and our sharing in the
bread and wine of the Eucharist. As Charles
Elliott wrote twenty years ago, T'he coming of the Kingdom foresees
a total transformation of the cosmos. That could, no doubt, be
wrought by one creative act of God. It seems more likely that he
prefers it to be wrought by the willing co-operation of (E his people.°
We are, perhaps, not quite so powerless against the kingdoms of this
world as we tend to imagine.

Tony Dickinson

Thenext Parish Magazineisthelast of the year,
which meansthat it will betime for

Subscription Renewals

2006 subscription rates are:
£5 (collect or local hand delivery)  £7.50 (2 class post)
The price for each issue will be 50p
The December/January edition will contain a renewal form.

If you do not currently subscribe, but enjoy reading the magazine,
please consider taking out a subscription.
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Time and Talents No 32

"l suppose I'm too late...e
the Parish Magazine from Planning to Printing

So what does it take to be a magazine editor? Surely it's quite
straightforward - you just collect all the contributions each month, put
them in a computer file and send it to the printer...!  Alas it's not
quite as simple as that. It certainly helps if an Editor can organise
material, but the job also requires foresight, patience and persistence,
not to mention typing ability, an eye for design, and a modicum of
technical savvy. Oh yes, and a willingness to write and to take
photographs helps no end. Let me explain...

The work of getting each edition of the
magazine starts many months in advance
with planning. | usually make plans for the
coming year during the winter.  For
example, are there any special events to
consider? What isthe Lent project going to
be? Does Easter fal in March or April?
Some of these things are relatively easy to find out, but others require
abit of probing and prompting to get the answers.

Then there is the planning for each issue, which must begin well in
advance or there would be little to include. Rather than the Editor
collecting a mass of contributions voluntarily offered, most of the
magazine articles are commissioned. To put it another way - few
articles get written without the Editor specifically asking for them!
There are two honourable exceptions to this. Steve Greenhill has
been aregular and reliable contributor for over two years, for which |
thank him. | also know that | can rely on Tony Dickinson to supply
his &icar's Letter® (the opening article in each issue), rom the

Registers® and updates to the Diary ... eventually. There are some
other regular contributions, such as the list of &/oluntary Vacancies®
that usually appears inside the back cover, but an Editorial prompt to
Sue at Volunteer Focus is often needed to ensure they arrive in time.
A few organisers of events regularly advise me of what they are doing
(notably The Children's Society) but most |eave it too late or overlook
the free publicity completely.



| produce each edition of the magazine on a computer, based on a
template which contains the major headings and parts that don't
change much, such as aVho's Wha° on the back page. Contributions
come in a variety of formats. If an author has supplied the text as a
computer file, either on a disc or via email, then | can often copy it
into the magazine template directly with minimal editing. Some
arrive as manuscript or typescript text which requires transcribing
(and sometimes, in the case of handwritten pieces, trandating).

Next comes one of the most time-consuming tasks —laying out the
pages. There are usualy 24 pages in each issue, with an extra four
pages for July/August and December/January, and within these | want
the content to be easy to read and attractive to the eye. | use alimited
range of clear fonts, rather than using lots of fancy typefaces, and try
to fit in the text so that each major article starts at the top of a page.
This is achieved by a combination of judicious text editing and the
use of illustrations, either photographs (if available, since
photographic contributions are rare) or graphical images, which can
be resized easily on the computer as required. If a promised article
does not arrive (yes, you know who you are) then | have a choice of
writing something myself or using a efiller', perhaps a prayer or a
humorous piece or astory, and | keep a supply of these handy.

Having managed to fill the pages the last stage of production before
handing over to the printers is proof-checking. Although | will do a
preliminary check mysalf, it is better if someone else can take a look
because by this time | am all too familiar with the content and may
miss obvious mistakes. | am grateful to my family for helping here,
these days usually Veronica—although my sister Cathy (on arare visit
from Australia) got the job for the October issue when she timed her
arrival in High Wycombe just as the draft was rolling off my printer.

Since November 2004 our final printing has been done digitally by
PDC Copyprint in Easton Street, and they provide us with an
excellent service. | agree the colour of the cover with PDC in
advance and email the copy direct to them for the Monday before
publication day. They do the rest, including delivery to June Findlow
for distribution by the end of the week.

And then, of coursg, it istimeto start al over again ...
Tim Edmonds



"l am...e

On 9t October, during the Dedication Festival service that was the
culmination of our 75" anniversary celebrations, the Bishop of
Buckingham blessed four new banners that now decorate our church
building. Until then this had been a project unknown to most of the
congregation but, after Tony Dickinson suggested it, work had been
going on behind the scenes for many months.

The theme of the four banners is 8 am...°. Each of the designs
illustrates one of the sayings documented in St John's Gospel, where
Jesus describes himself figuratively: 2l am the bread of lifes (chapter
6, verse 48), ” | amthe light of the worlde (chapter 8, verse 12), " | am
the good shepherde (chapter 10, verse 11) and "I am the vines
(chapter 15, verse 5).

Most of the hard work in designing and making these wonderful

banners has been done by our own Jean Pooley and her friend from
Ealing, Joan Taylor, so it was
appropriate that Jean read the
words of presentation at the
service, Others  who
contributed  include June
Findlow, who was responsible
for the Good Shepherd's
sheep, Brenda Puddephatt,
whose meticulous work with
invisible thread made the map
of the world possible (see
Tony Dickinson's photo on the
left), and Jo' Williams, whose
idea it was to highlight the
vine with gold.

Thanks to all of them for their
efforts, which will give us
pleasure and inspiration for
years to come.



Walkers Unite(d)

The next walk is on Saturday 5" November and will a circular route
of about five miles, including some stiles, around the Chequers estate
and Beacon Hill. We meet at the Russell Arms, Butlers Cross, at
9.45 am. (grid reference 843071).

More information from Pam Olsen a 522016.

Quiet Garden - High Wycombe

High Wycombe Quiet Garden is at Hithercroft Road, Downley, and
the next meeting is from 10.00 am. to 12.30 p.m. on 14" November:

«Journey of aLifetime
led by Lynette Har bor ne.

Thiswill be followed by a bring-and-share lunch where possible
future events are discussed and planned.

Further information and directions to the garden are available from:

Lesley Wasley a 523978, Mary Sketch a 01296 623068,
Noreen Talbot a 534882, Pat Hastings a 483533,
Audrey Upshall a 444448 or Irene Bell a 01628 532576.




Community History

St Andrew’s lives on!

Even though it is many years since the demise of the little church of
St Andrew, Totteridge, it is fondly remembered by many local people.
The reason for the strength of the memory is because St Andrew's
was very much a church of the community, and it made a big
impression on all those who were involved with it in any way.
Following the closure of the church in 1977 many members of the
congregation joined St Francis and some are still with us today.

But St Andrew's doesn't just live on in the people, some of the
fixtures and fittings also found a new life in St Francis church. The
Lady Chapel in the north aide is very much associated with St
Andrew's + that's where the altar fittings came from.

The cross, candlesticks and bookstand from S Andrew's
asthey are today in the Lady Chapel.

| wonder how many visitors to St Francis, and even regular
worshippers here, ever wonder why a church dedicated in 1930
manages to have a war memorial for victims of the First World War?
The answer is that this, too, came from St Andrew's when the church
was demolished. The names on it are all of Totteridge men: Percy
Aldridge, Victor Gregson, Samuel Kibble, George Moore and Herbert
Putnam. George Moore had been manager of «St Andrew's Room', as
the original church hall was known.
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In the September edition of the Parish Magazine | asked for
information about James and Kate Bristow, who are commemorated
on a pair of seats in the chancel. This brought responses from both
Brenda Puddephatt and Dorothy Saunders. They tell me that not only
was James Bristow a Church Warden at St Andrew's Totteridge, but
he was aso Organist and Choirmaster there and looked after the keys!
Dorothy remembers playing with their younger daughter Peggy (later
Peggy Stevenson) in their lovely garden at Thrift Cottage’. The
Bristows elder daughter Gertrude (later Gamester) was aso
mentioned in last month's magazine's table of memorials. See page
17 for more feedback about people commemorated in church.

When St Andrew's was built, it was in the parish of Hazlemere and
was a daughter church of Holy Trinity. Earlier thisyear | was visiting
Hazlemere church and noticed that there was a stained-glass window
with the inscription 8Presented by the congregation of Saint Andrew's
Totteridge To the mother church at Hazlemere® (see picture on the
front cover and the detail below).

This window is not dated and few people at St Francis seem aware of
its existence. Can anyone shed any light on when it was presented
and the people involved?

Tim Edmonds

Did you know?

You can read the sermon preached at each Sunday's
10.00 a.m. service on the parish website.
It is usually posted there within a day or two of the service,
as are the main notices from the pewsheset.

www.terrierschurch.org.uk
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The Green Spot

Recycle your old mobile phone

There are apparently around 60 million unused mobile phones in the

UK - that's about as many as there are people! If you possess any of

these, or if you are planning to replace your mobile soon, then you

may be interested to know that they can be recycled in aid of the

British Heart Foundation. Thisis thanks to a partnership between the
BHF and mobile phone recycler Greener
Solutions.

Phones can be recycled by sending them in a
gpecia freepost envelope, Greener Solutions
donates £3.50 to the BHF for every phone
returned, raising funds for the BHF's Heart
Information Line.

This vital service helps over a hundred people every day, giving
information and support to heart patients, their friends and families,
and health professionals.

Simply cal Maria at Greener Solutions on 020 8274 4040 or send an
e-mail to bhf @greenersolutions.com to request a freepost envel ope.

Alternatively call at the British Heart Foundation shop at 18 White
Hart Street in High Wycombe % 463306.

I Thought for the month I

Theworst sin towards our fellow creaturesis not to
hatethem, but to beindifferent tothem: that's the
essence of inhumanity.

(George Bernard Shaw)
11




1 Tue

2 Wed

5 Sat

6 Sun

\‘

Mon
9 Wed

10 Thu
12 Sat
13 Sun

16 Wed

19 Sat
20 Sun

NOVEMBER

Dates for your Diary

All Saints

8.00 p.m. Parish Communion

Please note that there will be no Julian Meeting in November.
Commemoration of All Souls

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion and Commemoration of the Depart
9.30 a.m. Walkers Unite(d) - see page 8

5.30 p.m. Parish Bonfire

Third Sunday before Advent

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion for all ages including Holy Bapti
2.00 p.m. Healing Group (Vicarage)

Margery Kempe

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks

7.45 p.m. PCC meeting

7.30 p.m. Chiltern Camerata Concert

*** Copy deadline for the Dec/Jan Parish Magazine ***

Remembrance Sunday (Second before Advent)

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion including Act of Remembrance
Margaret of Scotland, Edmund Rich

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks

11.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m. Christmas Fair (see opposite)

Christ the King

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Prayer for Healing

12.00 noon Lunch Club (The Terriers)
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23 Wed Clement of Rome
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks
8.00 p.m. Confirmation (St Andrew's Hatters Lane)
26 Sat 10.00 a.m. Quiet Day (Aston Tirrold)
27 Sun Publication day for the Dec/Jan Parish Magazine
Advent 1
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
30 Wed StAndrew
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

Santa will be present at our

Christmas Fair

on 19" November
from 11.00 a.m to 3.00 p.m.

in the Church Hall
Attractionsinclude: Traidcraft —erafts —toiletries —
cakes —handmade cards —+amps, bags and purses —

gemstone trees —ewellery —tombola —dolls house
boxes —bric-a-brac —plants

Refreshments will be available

Admission 50p adults, 20p children
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Parish Prayer Diary 2005/6

A new Parish Daily Prayer Cycle has been published and is available
on the table at the back of the church. It contains three sections
covering people, places and the wider world —with suggested topics

for personal prayer on each day of the month.

The first of these sectionsis reproduced below; the others will be

published in future editions of the Parish Magazine.

Within the Parish we pray for...

1 | Licensed ministers, ordained and lay
2 | The Church Council (PCC) and Church Officers
3 | The sacristan, servers and sidesmen
4 | The musicians and choir
5 | Enriching worship
6 | Those who maintain the church, church hall and gardens
7 | The Parish Magazine and website
8 | The Sunday School
9 | aSkylarks®
10 | Those recently baptized; all involved in baptism preparation
11 | Those recently confirmed; all involved in confirmation preparatiq
12 | Those recently married and those preparing for marriage
13 | Fellow-Christians of other traditions
14 | Our neighbours of other faiths
15 | Those seeking faith
16 | Lapsed communicants
17 | Young people and all who work with them
18 | Local schools: the Wellesbourne Campus
19 | Local clubs and community groups; Church Hall users
20 | Shop-keepers and tradespeople
21 | Wycombe Women's Refuge; the sLife' house
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22 | The homeless

23 | Those who are ill: the healing ministry

24 | The lonely and anxious

25 | Those without work

26 | Those who live in sheltered housing: Green Haven, Highworth

House

27 | Those who have died

28 | All who mourn and those who care for them

29 | South Bucks Hospice (Edie Pusey House)

30 | The prayer life of St. Francis's: the Julian Meeting

31 | Thanksgiving

T

Prayer of an African Christian

O God:
Enlarge my heart
that it may be big enough to receive the greatness of your love.
Stretch my heart

that it may take into it all those who with me
around the world believe in Jesus Christ.

Stretch it

that it may take into it all those who do not know him,
but who are my responsibility because | know him.

And stretch it

that it may takein all those who are not lovely in my eyes
and whose hands | do not want to touch;

through Jesus Christ, my Saviour.
Amen.
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Christmas Fair —19t" November

All the tables for the fair have now been taken, and this year we have
some new outside stalls, which should provide a variety of goods for
you to choose as Christmas gifts.

This year again Paddy Martin and Joy Smith will be running a cake/
Christmas stall which has been very successful in the past.
Homemade cakes, jams and preserves, lemon curd, and hand made
sweets always go well, so we hope that you will all contribute to this
stall. Also included will be aChristmas® goods; for example, home
made mincemeat, Christmas biscuits, mince pies, Christmas puddings,
and other foods that are specia to the Christmas season. Any
Christmas gifts, items and decorations will also be very welcome.

Martin Braisher will be running the plant stall this year and planted
arrangements would be very welcome. If any of you have spare plant
containers, not flower pots, please could you pass them on to Va
Jones. Small plants which could be used in the arrangements would
also be welcome.

We would be very glad to receive offers of help. We need people to
help get the hall ready from 8 am. and help for the various dn-house®
stalls will also be much appreciated. If you can help, please speak to
either Val Jones or Mick Relf. We hope that you will al work
together with usto help thisfair be the most successful yet.

Val Jones & Mick Relf

Christmas Cards or
ad
ChristianTiAid

Thisyear we are not having a eletter box' for internal Christmas cards
during Advent. Instead we will have a Christmas

tree. This will be a picture of a tree, to which you

will be able to add a stree decoration' with a written

greeting to all your friends at St Francis. In return

for this, we suggest that you might donate any money
that you save on cards to Christian Aid.
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Community History

A Church is its people —more information

In last month's magazine | wrote about people commemorated in the
church through written dedications to them on various fixtures and
fittings. I'm pleased to say that I've had a good response to my
request for more information, so my thanks go to Mary Phipps,
Brenda Puddephatt, Tony Richards and Dorothy Saunders for taking
the trouble to share their knowledge.

Brenda and Dorothy both wrote about James and Kate Bristow, who
were Totteridge people. See the article about St Andrew's Totteridge
on pages 9 and 10 for more on this.

Tony Richards, who was Vicar of Terriers from 1963 to 1973,
attended the Dedication Festival on 9" October and was able to add
some interesting detail as he remembers several of the people
concerned. Oliver Melsom, commemorated on the nave kneeler rails,
was one of the churchwardens when Tony was appointed and it was a
great shock when he died of aheart attack afew years later. Tony was
the incumbent at Christchurch, High Wycombe, before he moved up
the hill to Terriers and he says that these rails came from Christchurch
(which was closed and demolished) and is not sure why Melsom is
associated with them. Do you know? Tony also remembers Peter
Swann, who died of cancer as a teenager, and noticed that his mother
was at the Dedication Festival service.

Mary Phipps told me about a memorial that | missed because | didn't
think to investigate the sacristy! Not long before Mary's father died,
he organised the purchase of the vestment press in the sacristy, and
made a donation towards it. After he died, she and her mother paid
the balance and had a brass plaque put on it which reads: "In loving
memory of Wilfred Thomas Chambers 1917 + 1998, Sacristan of this
church 1983 - 1998'. Mary aso mentioned that the some of the silver
plate that we use in the Communion services was engraved, and
investigation showed that the ciborium (for holding wafers of bread)
carries the inscription "In memory of Stanley G. Runnacles 1908 +
1984"' while the lavabo (bowl for ritual washing) aso carries his
name.
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The copies of Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New which we use
each Sunday carry a book plate which reads. “In loving memory of
Vera Instone, member of this and many choirs. Donated by her
family and friends. Many will remember Vera's husband Don, who
was also a member of the choir, and their daughter Mary Amer is till
amember of our congregation.

Finally, and again noted by Mary Phipps, there is also the bench in the
Garden of Remembrance, which carries a plate "In loving memory of
Michael Williams and John Williams. Dorothy Williams, Michael's
mother and John's wife, is also still amember of our church today.

Tim Edmonds

If you have any more information about any of the people
commemorated in church, or if you think that there is something |
have missed, please let me know.

In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:

Rosemary Bossingham, Martin Braisher, Jean and Michael Hedg
Elizabeth Lampson, John Ludlow and his family, Cyril Mines, Betty Porte

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Vince Amer, David Baldwin, Roland Brinkworth, Jenny Butterfield, Pa

Dowsett, Katie Foster, Phyllis and Michael Fudge, Sam and Norah Gl

Katharine Jackman, Julie James, Anna and Frank Jervis, Kate King,
Lissenden, Marjorie McDonnell, Lily Maher, Ted Martin, Bettina Michels

Carol and Paul Twitchin, Monica and Peter Ward, Raymond Watkins

Witchalls and her family, Lorna Woodward and her family, John Wright.
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her family, Joy and Ray Smith, John West, Dorothy Williams, Diane Youi¢

m
Reason Challinor, Marie Child, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, Ge
Colin Gowers, Carol Griffiths and her family, Diane Harris, Raymond Hed

é
her family, Teresa Moore and her family, Mary Morgan, Angela Norton, M
Norton, Roy Parkinson, Anne Portsmouth, Marcia Powell, Kerry Pu

Gwenda Sams, Joan Smith, Irene Solomon, Ruth Steadman, Mary S

Weinhauer, Olga Whenray, Hugh Williams, Raymond Winterbourne, Api
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Selfless Prayers

We live in fallen world. Ever since Adam and Eve rebelled against
God, mankind has been plagued by problems, ranging from relatively
small misfortunes such as pulling a muscle while running; to the
larger sufferings caused by such events as the rise of Nazism.

Yet we often seem surprised when we are hit by these misfortunes.
We get caught up thinking about the causes, where we should we lay
the blame and why things never seem to go right for us. And the way
we think in our everyday existence affects our prayer life. If we are
bitter about something that has happened, the injustice we feel will
dominate our prayers.

| am sure you have all experienced this feeling, as | have. When in
distress, you pray for yourself, asking God that he deliver you from
this pain. While there is nothing intrinsically wrong with praying for
oneself, after all, God wants us to enjoy life in al its fullness (John
10:10), this can be dangerous. | have found that it often ssimply leads
to focussing further on the problem. Soon afterwards, talking to God
no longer means praising Him and asking that His will be done, rather
that He becomes an exhaust valve to let off steam about our problems.

On the one hand, you can see a multitude of psams where God's
servants cry to Him in their desperation. On the other hand, we live
in a world that was once fallen but is now full of God's grace. | am
aways reassured by Matthew 6:33-34.

But seek first (God‘s) kingdom and His righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itsalf.
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By constantly focussing on the root of the problem, we often obstruct
God's attempt to heal us from it. This passage encourages us to trust
God to deal with our problems, while we concentrate on Him and His
kingdom. God sees just how hard it is for us to focus our prayers on
the spreading of the Gospel when we are in pain. | think He even
appreciates it all the more to know that we value the salvation of our
fellow man more highly than our own pain.

We all know people who are having a much tougher time than we are.
| am always moved when | see them worshipping God, despite the
fact that they are struggling through tremendously difficult times. The
genuineness of this praise is a real eye-opener to put my own
problemsin perspective. My self-centred approach to prayer becomes
very apparent to me when | see the dedication of these people in pain.

One of the most prominent worship leaders of our times is a man
called Matt Redman. | won't go into any detail, but this was a man
who had an absolutely dreadful childhood, full of physical abuse. Yet,
If you get an opportunity to hear any of his songs or read the lyrics,
they are full of hope and praise.

Worship is a sacrifice. It cannot be easy to praise God when you have
experienced so much suffering, as someone like Matt Redman has,
but | cannot begin to imagine how proud God must be when He sees
that maturity in us.

Feeling pain and having things go wrong for you is part of being
human. Not one of us can avoid it, no matter how hard we try. What
makes a difference is how we choose to confront it. While we must
acknowledge our pain, we should not embrace it. Jesus said that the
greatest commandments are to love God and &o love your neighbour
as yourself® (Matt 22:39). What if your neighbour is having as hard a
time asyou are?

My challenge to you is to remember this in your prayers. Don't pray
about yourself at the expense of others, and remember how much God
loves the people you are praying for. It does not do them justice to
say 4 pray for John Smith°® and then to move on to the next person.

Prayer is an important gift from God. Please useit effectively.

Steve Greenhill
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Pilgrimage to Sweden

Friday 25" August - 1t September 2006
led by Canon Tony Dickinson and Canon Peter Ball

Tony Dickinson, European Contact for the Diocese of Oxford, and
Peter Ball, a retired parish priest with experience of the church in
Sweden, are planning an unusual and interesting pilgrimage for the
end of August 2006. It will focus on the life of two saints of special
significance for the Church in Sweden: Sigfrid, an English monk,
who evangelised southern Sweden in the early years of the 11t
century, and Birgitta (St Bridget of Sweden), a visionary noblewoman
whose love for Christ transformed the Swedish Church in the high
Middle Ages.

The journey will take the pilgrims from Sigfrid's city of Vaxjo via
Birgitta's original monastery in Vadstena to a convent of modern-day
Bridgettine nuns at Djursholm. On their way they will visit the city of
Kamar, once the key to the Baltic, the isand of Oland with its many
windmills, Jonkoping, sometimes known as &he Jerusalem of the
North®, the historic centres of Uppsala and Sigtuna, and Sweden's
present-day capital, Stockholm. All of this (including flights, a rail
journey over the spectacular Oresund bridge, and accommodation in
Véxj0, Vadstena and Djursholm) costs £799.

A leaflet containing full details of the itinerary and accommodation
is available on the table at the back of the church.

Who said this?

Theaim and final end of all music should be none other than the
glory of God and therefreshment of the soul.
(Answer on page 22)
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4 amthe vine, you are the branches® (John 15:5)

On the Grapevine

The 75" anniversary events brought several past members of the

church back to us from near and far. If you have any news to
share of these people do let the Editor know. At the Dedication
Festival on 9" October the visitors included former Vicars of St
Francis = Tony Richards and Ralph Cartmill.

A warm welcome to Lissa Gibbons, new Assistant Chaplain at
Wycombe Hospital, who started at the beginning of October She
comes to her new post after serving as Curate at Princes Risborough.

Congratulations to Peter Lovelock on his recent long-service
award for 25 years with Buckinghamshire County Council.

Matthew Edmonds thanks all at St Francis for the book tokens

that were presented in recognition of his efforts over several
years in leading the music at the services on the first Sunday of the
month. The word obviously gets around + on his first day at college
he was asked if he would like to join the rota for playing at the
morning service in the Chapel!

We had a postcard in the summer from Niall and Charlotte

Calvert, former members of our congregation and also married
in our church. They moved from Wycombe to the Cotswolds in the
autumn of last year and now attend Burford parish church. At the
time of writing they were expecting their first child in September +
has anyone further news on this?

Thanks to Matthew Edmonds, Tony Dickinson, Brenda Matthews and Lissa
Gibbons for input. News about local people and eventsis always welcome.

Answer to the question on page 21.

Johann Sebastian Bach
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Voluntary Vacancies

Want to «do something to help*? Here's your chance:

» Do you enjoy working with figures? Are you a retired accountant or
bank manager or official? Can you do basic book keeping? If you
answered yes to one or more of these questions and you could spare
some time to help a local charity Volunteer Focus would really like to
hear from you. The Dog Rescue Centre in Stokenchurch, Bucks
Association for the Blind and Partially Sighted and HomeStart,
Wycombe are all looking to recruit a volunteer Treasurer.

» Contact the Elderly help relieve the isolation and loneliness that many
elderly people suffer by inviting them to tea in the homes of volunteer
hosts, and will soon be launching its service in the Wycombe area.
Volunteers are needed to host tea twice a year on Sunday afternoons;
drivers are needed to take the guests to and from their homes to the
venue. An information evening for anyone interested is being held in
Wycombe on Wednesday, 16" November at 7.15 p.m.

* The SureStart initiative offers parents and children under 5 years old,
living in areas of Wycombe District, family support and play activities.
Volunteers are needed to help with the toddler groups, outings and other
activity sessions. You need to be able to cope with the demands of
young children and having good listening skills.

* The Marlow branch of the British Red Cross are seeking help from
volunteer drivers to take local people to hospital/clinic appointments.
They would also be grateful of some help once a week in their Marlow
office with arranging the lifts and helping with the bookings for the
Medical Loans scheme. You could really make a difference.

 People for washing up are needed in Marlow by the Age Concern Day
Centre £ could you help?

For more information about these and the many other volunteer roles currently
available, please call Volunteer Focus on %451700.

Wk are open Monday to Friday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.
An answerphone is available outside these hours.
You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk
or call at: The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe, HP13 69_.

\olunteer Focus - The Wycombe & District Volunteer Bureau is supported by
Wycombe District Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.

Registered Charity No 1078305
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Who'‘s Who at St Francis

All telephone numbers are local - STD code 01494

Vicar

Reader (training)
Churchwarden
Churchwarden

Church Cleaning Organiser
Flower Rota Organiser

Gift Aid Officer

Magazine Subs/Distribution

Organist

PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer

Sacristan

Skylarks Organiser
Stewardship Organiser
Sunday School Contact

Church Hall Secretary
Church Hall
Church Hall

Magazine Editor/WebmasterTim Edmonds
90 Green Hill

The Revd Canon Tony Dickinson
St Francis Vicarage
High Wycombe HP13 5AB

vicar@terrierschurch.org.uk

Valerie Evans
Keith Gordon
Valerie Jones

Vacant

Molly Braisher
Mary Phipps
June Findlow
Tessa Shaw
John Norton

Mick Relf

Mary Phipps
Tony Dickinson
Mary Phipps
Pam Hancock

Shelagh Whitlock

Office
Pay-phone

%520676

%531023
%531570
%439154

%436768
%816416
%524491
%441698
%437105
% 530808
%816416
%520676
%816416
% 534634

%451771
%462911
%462909

%526346

High Wycombe HP13 5QE
webmaster@terrierschurch.org.uk

Website: http://www.terrierschurch.org.uk/

If you know of any changes to the above list, please share this

T

h |
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with the Vicar, Webmaster and Magazine Editor.



