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Who‘s Who at St Francis
Vicar Canon Tony Dickinson               

St Francis Vicarage
High Wycombe  HP13 5AB

Telephone (01494) 520676
Email vicar@terrierschurch.org.uk

Churchwardens Peter Gee (01494) 525739
Valerie Jones (01494) 439154

Reader Valerie Evans (01494) 531023

Church Hall  Office (01494) 462911
Pay-phone (01494) 462909

a   Contact Telephone Directory  a

What? Who?  (01494)
Child Protection Representative Pam Helmers-Olsen 522016
Children‘s Society Hazel Noakes 530273
Christian Aid Lunches Joyce Dowsett 438859
Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock 462911
Editor Tim Edmonds 526346
Electoral Roll Officer Dennis Mayger 523372
Flower Rota Organiser Molly Braisher 436768
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps 816416
Healing Group Brenda Matthews 439685
Julian Group Jean Finlan 528090
Magazine Subs/Distribution June Findlow 524491
Organist/Choir Tessa Shaw 441698
PCC Secretary John Norton 437105
PCC Treasurer Mick Relf 530808
Quiet Days Jean Finlan 528090
Sacristan Mary Phipps 816416
Saturday Morning Prayer Group Val Evans 531023
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson 520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps 816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock 534634
Walkers Unite(d) Keith Gordon 531570
Webmaster Tim Edmonds 526346
Whist Club Terry Dean 532016
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Parish Magazine — November 2006

• Details of Services and other church activities are in the Diary
section on the centre pages.

• Contact details for church officers are opposite.

The next Par ish Magazine is the last of the year , 
which means that i t wi l l  be time for  

Subscription Renewals  
2007 subscr iption rates are:

£5 (collect or local hand delivery)       £7.50 (2nd class post)

The price for each issue will be 50p

The December/January edition will contain a renewal form. 

If you do not currently subscribe, but enjoy reading the magazine,
please consider taking out a subscription.

Publication date for next edition:  Sunday 26th November

Copy deadline:  Sunday 12th November

Your written or photographic contributions are welcome.  
Hand-written copy is fine, but electronic (plain text or rich text format
preferred) saves editorial time.  For photographs most formats are acceptable
(prints, slides or digital) but please do not attempt to email digital images larger
than 1MB!  I can read most digital camera cards direct.  If in doubt, please ask.

Tim Edmonds, 90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE
Telephone:  (01494) 526346

Email:  editor@terrierschurch.org.uk
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Being in Communion
At the beginning of November the celebration of All Saints and the
commemoration of All Souls invite us to reflect on what we mean
when we proclaim Sunday by Sunday our belief in ” the Communion
of Saints•.  Both these activities bring us up against the nature of the
relationship between the living and the dead, a relationship which for
Christians is much stronger than mere memory.

To assert a belief in ” the communion of saints• is to assert that the
living and the dead are still, somehow, involved in one another‘s
existence and that it is legitimate for us to ask for the prayers of those
whom we love but see no longer and to hold them in ours.  Such an
understanding is powerfully expressed by our sisters and brothers of
the Eastern Churches.  Those who have taken part in an Orthodox
Liturgy will remember seeing members of the congregation wander
round the church as the service begins, pausing in front of the icons,
sometimes reverencing them, sometimes kissing them, for all the
world as if they were greeting members of the family.

Which, of course, is precisely what they are doing.  All God‘s people,
living and departed, belong to one another as members of a family
belong to one another — even though they may be separated by
thousands of miles.  The 17th century puritan divine, Richard Baxter,
also understood this when he wrote:

Still we are centred all in thee,
members, though distant, of one Head;
in the same family we be,
by the same faith and spirit led.

Before thy throne we daily meet
as joint-petitioners to thee;
in spirit we each other greet,
and shall again each other see.

The central point, whether we belong to the Eastern or, like Richard
Baxter, to the Western Church, is that it is in and through God‘s love
that this chasm of separation is overcome.  And that leads me to
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wonder: why, if God's love can overcome the sense of separation
between the living and the dead, it does not appear to be possible for
the same love to overcome the divisions between — and, increasingly,
within — the Churches?  There are increasingly deep fractures within
the world-wide Anglican Communion.  Within the Church of England
there is an ªimpaired communionº between those who regard the
ordination of women to the priesthood as consistent with, or even
demanded by, the Gospel and those who do not.  Is it that human pride
and self-righteousness are more effective barriers against love than
death itself?  That the calling of names and the refusal to listen cut us
off more completely from experiencing the divine mercy than the
physical dissolution of our bodies?  If so, perhaps we need to pay
more attention to what Jesus has to say in the Gospels about
judgement and forgiveness and to resist with all our strength the
impulse for instant condemnation which is everywhere in our society. 

Tony Dickinson

Update on Child Protection
A big thank-you to everyone who has filled in the Confidential
Declaration Form so promptly!  These forms are only for people
leading or likely to lead children's groups at the church, so do not
feel concerned if you have not received one.

We shall be asking the same people to complete the CRB Disclosure
Form quite soon.  If you already hold a current CRB Disclosure from
other employment within the diocese, you may not need to complete
a new form.  However, we shall need to see your copy of your CRB
Disclosure in order to check it against the criteria issued by the
Oxford Diocese.  We shall let you know the outcome as soon as
possible.  

Thank you once again for your co-operation in these matters.

Pam Helmers-Olsen
Emma O‘Garro 
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Walkers Unite(d)

Bucks Historic Churches Walk
On Saturday 9th September a small number of the Walkers Unite(d)
group met at Marlow Station ready to visit a number of local
churches.  This change in date from the usual •first Saturday‘ was so
that we could participate in the Bucks Historic Churches event and
obtain sponsorship to raise money for the upkeep of these buildings,
and for St Francis in particular.

It was a glorious morning, but our departure was delayed by a
plaintive cry of ªI can't find the car key!º  It was after much searching
and repeated ª...are you sure it's not in your pocket?º that the key was
found in a wallet.  (It later transpired that the same person had
managed to lose a watch, wedding ring and another set of keys all in
the same weekend.  The keys were found months later hanging from a
currant bush, but the watch and wedding ring were lost for ever.)

Our first visit was to St Peter's Roman Catholic Church.  This is
rather well hidden in Marlow, set back behind a beautifully
maintained graveyard and not too obvious from the street.
Unfortunately we were not able to go inside the church as there was a
Mass in progress.  There was, however, a lady hidden behind a very
grand flint extension waiting to sign our form.  We made a mental
note to return some other time as the church apparently possesses a
mummified hand  of St James the Apostle as a relic.

We continued down the High Street to All Saints, the beautiful parish
church by the bridge, right on the banks of the Thames with delightful
views across to The Compleat Angler and the lock.  We spent some
time admiring the high ceilings, stained glass windows and the very
enticing children's corner. There were a number of people to greet us
and wish us well.

Our next stop was Little Marlow, so we set off via the lock along the
river, which was busy with rowers from the Marlow Club and with
summer holiday makers enjoying a late summer spell.  The Thames is
very beautiful along this stretch, with the beech clad Winter Hill to
our right and Cliveden in the far distance.  We all agreed how lucky
we are to live so close.  The gentlemen strode on purposefully (this
was edited by Colin) whilst the ladies sauntered happily putting the
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world to rights or more specifically their husbands' foibles which
seem to be increasing with age.

We turned off the Thames Path before Bourne End and walked across
a field past a herd of cows and a bull.  He was totally oblivious of us
as he very gently licked a cow's neck, such tenderness!  We followed
the path along the side of the gravel pit which, as ever, was full of bird
life, but nothing rare according to one of the bird watchers there.
There were also several fishermen set up for the day.  It really is a
very tranquil place.

The sewage works has been vastly extended and now copes with all
Wycombe's waste as well, but we did not smell its presence.  The
barns next to the church have now been converted to dwellings and
look very smart ± with most likely a price tag to match.  Outside the
church was a form for walkers and cyclists to sign, but by the church
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door was a sign •Church open'.  We went to explore and found a
delightful lady who made us all coffee and had the most wonderful
homemade cakes to go with them.  Needless to say we had a rather
long and most welcome coffee break and of course we had to sample
the cakes which were delicious.  Little Marlow is a beautiful old flint
church with a squat square tower sitting in the centre of its graveyard.
It has lovely stained glass windows and barrel vaulted ceilings ± very
much worth a visit.  There were also homemade cakes and marmalade
on sale, but you will have to enquire of Hazel whether the marmalade
reaches the high standard of Tony's vicarage marmalade.

We eventually forced ourselves to leave this tranquil refuge and re-
traced our steps to the gravel pit and walked along the top side
towards the Spade Oak.  A sharp eyed walker spied some beautiful
ripe blackberries just waiting to be picked ±  so juicy and obviously
wanting to be eaten.  Perhaps this should have been called a •Gourmet
Walk' rather than an historic churches walk.  We crossed the field and
walked onto the road by the Spade Oak, which has obviously
undergone some renovation and looks very smart once more.  We
walked back down to the river and crossed the railway to pick up the
tow path again.  Being such a lovely day there were lots of families
enjoying the river and picnics and we did manage to resist a visit to
the ice cream van.  The path took us through Bourne End Sailing
Club, which was a hive of activity both on and off the water.  We
came through the gate by the newly developed marina.  There was
still one house for sale for anyone who has £900,000 to spare.  They
certainly have beautiful views but very little privacy.

As the ladies in the group were now flagging a little (too much cake,
perhaps?) the gentlemen gallantly offered to go on ahead to visit
Bourne End church ± nothing architecturally remarkable ± while we
crossed over the river by the footbridge next to the railway and made
our way to The Bounty to secure a table outside for our much needed
lunch!  It was fascinating watching the traffic on the river, ranging
from small sailing dinghies to a large passenger craft with a party on
board while we enjoyed, but struggled through, the huge portions
served for lunch.

The suggestion was made that those who wished could return to
Marlow by train, but all preferred to walk back along the river.  As we
were walking through the sailing club we heard a tremendous noise
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behind us and turned to see a huge skein of Canada geese flying in a
V formation towards us.  There must have been more than one
hundred making their way along the river over a wonderful scene of
sailing dinghies with their colourful spinnakers billowing with wind
as they raced towards the finishing line.  It really was a stunning
scene and right on our doorstep.

We wound our way (slowly) back to Marlow enjoying the scenery and
a brief look at the rugby (what passion is aroused amongst some of
the spectators there!) and made it back to the cars about 4 o'clock! We
had a most enjoyable day and, although it is not possible to visit many
churches on foot, through the great generosity of the congregation we
raised £165.  Half of this will go towards the upkeep of the churches
in the county and the other half of which will come to St Francis.
Many thanks to everyone ± walkers and sponsors.

Janet Banks 

In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:
Joyce Bennett, Gaynor Chambers, Linda Courtney, Zena Fisher, Zoe Hart and
her family, Jean and Michael Hedgeland, Elizabeth Lampson, Jean Pooley, Joy
and Ray Smith, Ken Smith, Jill White, Diane Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Vince Amer, Jean Barber, Stephen Benfell, Harold Blewitt, Margareta Bower,
Jenny Butterfield, Cathy Coleman (Tim Edmonds's sister) and her daughter
Ruth, Roy Coomb, Joan Cooper, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, Margaret
Day, Pam D'Silva, Brigid Dowsett, Frances Edmonds, John Edmonds-Seal,
Nikki Ferguson (Laura Mann's grand-daughter), Phyllis and Michael Fudge,
Norah Glennon, James Golightly, Lin Hallahan, Pat Hammond, Nigel Harding,
Richard Harding and his daughter Grace, Betty Hill, Bishop Mike Hill and his
wife Anthea, David Hiscock, Florence Holmes, Anna and Frank Jervis, Zack
Leeper, Gwynedd Merrett, Bettina Michels and her family, Helen Noakes,
Angela Norton, Marie Norton, Robert Phillis, Marcia Powell, Claire Roberts,
Sarah Rolls, Doris Skilton, Christine Solomon, Irene Solomon, Rhiannon
Streeter, Betty Tetsall, Steven Tomori, Kay Watters, Margot Woolner, Thelma
Wright.
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Hicks Farm Wood — Managing an Urban Oasis
The work of the Urban Habitats Conservation Group

As an area of wild space Hicks Farm Wood is relatively small,
totalling about 5 hectares, but there are times when the volunteers
working on it feel like it's the Serengeti.  Struggling with brambles,
chopping ivy and removing about thirty years of accumulated rubbish
is a definite challenge.  So why are we so passionate about it?  First
and foremost is its extraordinary variety of wildlife.  The site consists
of a patchwork of grassland, scrub and trees and these interconnecting
habitats make it a valuable wildlife site. 

The Wood is sandwiched between Hicks Farm Rise and Hatters Lane,
with one steeply sloping side and a series of lower slopes.  This

topography dictates
its management,
with the steep side
being kept as
scrub, to provide
shelter and
breeding sites.  The
lower slopes form
a rarer habitat,
called calcareous
(chalk) grassland.
These can produce
flower meadows of

wondrous beauty but they also provide us with the greatest
management challenge ± we can't cut the encroaching scrub by
machine because of the slopes, so we have to work by hand. 

Progress is slow, but we hope that one day it will be an area where
people will be able to walk  and see plants and animals on their very
doorsteps which they would normally only see in the countryside.   If
you are interested in joining us, either with practical help or by
helping to run the Group itself, we would be delighted to hear from
you.  

Frances Presland — Hon. Secretary
% (01494) 523263  e-mail Frances@fjpresland.plus.com.
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Saturday 18th November

Christmas Fair

from 11.00 a.m to 3.00 p.m. 
in the Church Hall

Attractions include:   Chr istmas cards and gi fts —
var ious crafts — Father  Chr istmas —  jewel lery —

chi ldren‘s Chr istmas decoration workshop — lunches —
cake/ Chr istmas stal l  — raffle — plants — tombola

Quiet Garden - High Wycombe

The High Wycombe Quiet Garden is at Hithercroft Road, Downley,
and the next meeting is from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on 13th

November and will be followed by a bring-and-share lunch:

 `Merton, Silence and Prayer'

led by Ruth Shepherd.

Further information and directions to the garden are available from:

Lesley Wasley % 01494 523978  Mary Sketch % 01296 623068
Noreen Talbot % 01494 534882  Irene Bell  % 01628 532576
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NOVEMBER

     Dates for your Diary      

The Diary is also available on the parish website
www.terrierschurch.org.uk

where it is regularly updated with additions and changes.

1 Wed All Saints

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks
8.00 p.m. Holy Communion

2 Thu Commemoration of All Souls

2.00 p.m. Whist Club (Hall) - all welcome
8.00 p.m. Holy Communion with Commemoration of the Departed

3 Fri 12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)
4 Sat Walkers Unite(d) — see notice board for details

11.00 a.m. Licensing of Val Evans as Lay Minister 
(Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford)

5 Sun 4 before Advent
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion (Preacher — Val Evans)
A service for all ages, followed by a bring-and-share lunch

7 Tue 8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting for contemplative prayer
8 Wed Saints and Martyrs of England

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

9 Thu 7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting
10 Fri 12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)
11 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)
12 Sun *** Copy deadline for December/January Parish Magazine ***

Remembrance Sunday (3 before Advent)
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Act of Remembrance

15 Wed Machutus

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

16 Thu 2.00 p.m. Whist Club (Hall) - all welcome
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17 Fri 12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)
18 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)

Christmas Fair — see pages 11 and 20
19 Sun 2 before Advent

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion with Holy Baptism
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

22 Wed Cecilia — see page 17

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

24 Fri 12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)
25 Sat 9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)

7.30 p.m. Concert by Chiltern Camerata
26 Sun Publication day for the December/January Parish Magazine

Christ the King (Sunday next before Advent)
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Prayer for Healing
(including the laying on of hands and anointing)

29 Wed The Missionary Work of the Church

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks

30 Thu St Andrew

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion 

  From our Registers

We welcome into God's Church by baptism
on 15th October

Ben Widdowson

We commend into the Father's keeping
on 5th September

Chan Yuk-Wan

13



Readings for November

Wednesday, 1st November:  All Saints
Isaiah 25:6-9; Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-34

Thursday, 2nd November:  All Souls
Lamentations 3:17-26, 31-33; Romans 5:5-11; John 5:19-25

Sunday, 5th November:  4 before Advent
Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Mark 12:28-34

Sunday, 12th November:  3 Before Advent (Remembrance Sunday)
Jonah 3:1-5,10; Mark 1:14-20

Sunday, 19th November:  2 Before Advent
Hebrews 10:11-14,19-25; Mark 13:1-8

Sunday, 26th November:  Christ the King (Next before Advent)
Daniel 7:9-10,13-14; John 18:33-37

Porvoo Celebrates Ten Years
This year is the tenth anniversary of the signing of the Porvoo
Agreement, and Anglicans and Lutherans from England, Scandinavia
and the Baltic will be gathering at Southwark Cathedral on 25th

November for a day of celebration.  The main event of the day will be
a Festive Eucharist at 12.00 noon, followed by Porvoo Fair, which
will celebrate both the Porvoo links of the Church of England and the
life and work of the Porvoo chaplaincies and communities in England.
The celebration will finish with Evensong.

More information can be obtained from Canon Charles Hill,
Secretary of the Porvoo Panel at The Council for Christian Unity,

Church House, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ.   

Telephone:  020 7898 1474

Email:  charles.hill@ccu.c-of-e.org.uk
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Parish Visit to Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford
Where were you on Tuesday, 12th September at 3.00 p.m.?  (Editor ‘s
note, on behalf of the working classes:  as I recall, I was earning an
honest penny...) You should have come with us (a group of 11
members of the parish and one German visitor) to Oxford.  We had a
most enjoyable afternoon.

On arrival we were greeted by our host, John Collier, who made us
most welcome and guided us into the Great Hall for afternoon tea.
We sat at the top table in this most impressive Hall, where King
Charles I held his Parliament during the English Civil War (1642±
1646) whilst living at Christ Church.  Surrounded by the portraits of
former College students and clergy (some of whom are mentioned
later) we ate our cucumber and salmon sandwiches and cream cake,
which we thoroughly enjoyed, before going to the souvenir shop cum
treasury.

The parish group during their visit to Christ Church Cathedral,
Oxford, on 12th September (photo by Tony Dickinson). 

L—R:   Evelina (friends of the Mayger), Jean and Dennis Mayger, 
Val Evans, Pam Hancock, Brenda Matthews, Anne and Jeff Payne,

Irena Lowe, Len Gregory and John Collier.
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Then it was time for Evensong.  I cannot describe the overwhelming
beauty of the setting and the singing by the Cathedral Choir.  The
service was very well attended and Tony was surprised when called
upon to read a rather difficult lesson; needless to say he succeeded
brilliantly.  The Choir sung three psalms, which is most unusual.  The
anthem was The Ode to St Cecilia, who is the patron saint of music
(see page opposite).  The text was by W.H. Auden, an ex-student of
the College, and set to music by Benjamin Britten.  The service ended
with uplifting organ music.  We were then given a guided tour by
John.

The history of Christ Church is long and fascinating, as this brief
outline shows. Christ Church is the largest University College and
Cathedral in Oxford.  The college was originally founded by Cardinal
Wolsey as Cardinal's College in 1524, on the site of St. Frideswide's
Priory.  St Frideswide is the Patron Saint of Oxford and the priory

dated back to the 9th century AD.  When Wolsey
fell from power, the College became the
property of King Henry VIII, who refounded the
college in 1546 and appointed the old monastery
church as Cathedral of the new diocese of
Oxford.  Christ Church Cathedral is often
claimed to be the smallest cathedral in England,
but don't let John Collier hear you say that or
he'll put you right!  Although it was once the
smallest, there are now smaller cathedrals.  The
nave, choir, main tower and transepts are of the
late Norman period.  The architectural styles
range from Norman to the Perpendicular and
there is a large ten-part rose window.  Christ

Church has produced 13 Prime Ministers, the philosopher John
Locke, religious leaders John Wesley and William Penn and the
writers W. H. Auden and Lewis Carroll. 

Christ Church Cathedral Choir is 500 years old.  Its first director, John
Taverner was appointed by Cardinal Wolsey.  There are 12 men and
16 boys, along with two organists.  They have a very busy schedule,
not only practising and singing daily services in the Cathedral, but
also giving concerts and going on overseas tours. In a recent Channel
4 TV documentary, it was hailed as `one of the finest choirs on Earth'.
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I should have mentioned earlier that, because the light was fading, we
started our tour by admiring the stained glass windows.  To describe
them in detail would take far too long, so I suggest you visit the
Cathedral for yourself to see the windows, spectacular architecture,
St. Frideswide's tomb, the Millennium altar and cross (cut from one
piece of wood presented by The Queen) and much more besides.

And did you know that Christ Church Cathedral is often used for
filming? Not only was it in Morse but also the sequel Lewis, and the
Great Hall features in the first Harry Potter film. And, on the day
before our visit, Nicole Kidman was there filming her latest movie.

See what you have missed?

Thank you, Tony, for arranging this visit and giving us such a
memorable afternoon.

I rena Lowe

22nd November — Who was St Cecilia?

Very little is known about St Cecilia, a Roman martyr of the 3rd

century who seems to have been associated with the conversion of
several other martyrs.  There are, however,  many legends ± including
one that three cuts failed to behead her.  A church in
Rome, known to have been founded by a matron called
Cecilia, is at the base of many of the stories.  Her
relics, together with those of her companions, were
moved to this church in the 9th century.

Today, Cecilia is best known as the patron saint of
music.  This dates from 1584, when she was chosen as
the patroness of the Academy of Music in Rome, and
symbols associated with her are the organ, lute and
harp.  Among a handful of English churches dedicated
to St Cecilia is that at Adstock, near Buckingham.

The picture shows a statue at Salisbury Cathedral of St
Cecilia holding an organ.
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Organ Recital
Sunday 17th September 2006

The recitalists Matthew Edmonds, Stephen Armstrong
and Paul Tognarelli (photo by Tim Edmonds).

After an excellent and sociable lunch with the `Serious Eating
Society' at the Terriers, we were treated to a most enjoyable post-
prandial recital of organ music, which was very well received by the
enthusiastic audience.

After an uplifting start with Stephen Armstrong playing Choral Song
by the ever-reliable Samuel Wesley, we were treated to two
contrasting pieces played by Paul Tognarelli.  The first being by the
Danish composer Einar Traerup Sark, the Toccata Primi Toni,
followed by the song-like Canzonetta  by William Mathias.

Our home grown talent, Matthew Edmonds then played two pieces by
Bach, the grand In Dulci Jubilo and then Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier.
It was lovely to hear one of our own, and student of Stephen
Armstrong, playing so wonderfully.

Paul, the other young organist and fellow student of Stephen
Armstrong, then played a Trio Sonata by Bach (what joy!) and John
Rutter's Toccata in 7, a delightful pair of pieces.  Matthew continued
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with the William Mathias Processional, a good marching tune,
followed by the charming William Walton piece, Touch Her Soft Lips
and Part, from the marvellous film music from Henry V.  This was a
real treat for me, I love the music from that film and it took me right
back to my school days!

The ever familiar, but never tedious, Crown Imperial by William
Walton played by Stephen Armstrong brought the recital to an end
with great gusto, with the enthusiastic audience showing its
appreciation.

We owe a debt of gratitude to Stephen, Matthew and Paul for an
excellent recital.  It was great to hear our organ being put through its
paces which such enthusiasm.  I write not as a musician, but as a good
listener, and this listener enjoyed the recital immensely. 

Eileen Chapman 

Postscript

Stephen Armstrong conducts the High Wycombe Choral Society, and
Matthew Edmonds plays the organ, in a concert at All Saints parish
Church, High Wycombe on Saturday 11th November at 7.30 p.m.
Programme includes the Creation Mass by Haydn and movements
from Dona Nobis Pacem by Vaughan Williams.  Tickets £12 (£10
concessions) on the door or from Muriel Wadsworth (01494) 713280.

Post Postscript

During September the organ developed a tendency to produce notes
at the wrong pitch at inconvenient times (such as when the cantor
was attempting to lead the responsorial psalm!).  Investigations by

our organ expert Hugh Brocklehurst found
that the cause was related to the long hot spell
we experienced in the summer of 2006, which
produced an abnormally large number of
crane flies.  The long legs of these insects
(popularly known as `daddy longlegs') fouled
the workings of some pipes.  With the

inscription `All Creatures of our God and King' on the organ I expect
that St Francis of Assisi was having a chuckle in eternity... 
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Christmas Fair — 18th November

At the time of writing, in early October, arrangements for the
Christmas Fair are almost complete.  We hope to provide a variety of
goods for you to choose as Christmas gifts.

· This year we have a new stall ± a workshop for children of all
ages to make Christmas decorations.

· We have decided not to have a bric-a-brac stall.  In the past
this has not made much money, so please ± no bric-a-brac this
year.

· Joy and Paddy's very successful stall will again welcome
Christmas gifts and seasonal food (Christmas cookies, mince
pies, mincemeat, Christmas puddings, etc.) as well as cakes,
preserves, jams, etc.

· Delicious lunches will again be served.

· Draw tickets will be available shortly ± please see Val Evans.
There will be lots of prizes as usual. 

We need to work together to ensure that 2006's fair is successful.
Offers of help will be much appreciated.  People will be needed to
help get the hall ready from 8.00 a.m., and help is also needed for
various stall.  If you can help in any way, please contact either of us.

Val Jones & Mick Relf

     Thought for the month     

•Forgiveness is not an occasional  act,
i t is a permanent atti tude.‘

(Martin Luther King)
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” I am the vine, you are the branches•  (John 15:5)

On the Grapevine       

 On 2nd December, Joyce Bennett‘s celebration of 35 years in the
priesthood will be attracting people from around the world to St

Francis.  Can you help by providing accommodation for one or two
nights?  There will be a spin-off in that funds will be raised for our
church. Mary Bennett can give you further details (contact via the
Editor) or look at the special JMB35 page on the parish website
www.ter r ierschurch.org.uk.  

 The move of the Par ish Prayer Group from Saturday to Friday
morning at the beginning of September has not proved to be a

successful experiment, so from November it is reverting to the
original Saturday morning slot at 9.30 a.m. (but not on 4th November
because of Val Evans‘s licensing in Oxford.  Please pray for Val as
she prepares for this, and for her continuing ministry.

Thanks to Mary Bennett and Val Evans for input.  News about local people and
events is always welcome.

Who wrote this?

No sun - no moon!
No morn - no noon -

No dawn - no dusk - no proper time of day.
No warmth, no cheer fulness, no healthful ease,

No comfor table feel in any member -
No shade, no shine, no butter flies, no bees,
No fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds! -

November ! 

(Answer on page 22)
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Remembrance

When remembering the victims of World War I on Remembrance
Day, we in Britain tend to think mainly of those killed on the Western
Front.  The names of battles such as Verdun, the Somme and
Passchendale are all familiar to us.  Lesser known to most is the
Isonzo Front, between Italy and Austro-Hungary, where over a million
died, including 700,000 Italians ± many of them poorly-trained
conscripts.  

In contrast to the lowlands of Flanders, the trenches of Isonzo were in
the foothills of the Alps, and during the period 1915 to 1917 12 battles
were fought there.  The last of these saw the Austrian/German forces
advance at Caporetto to achieve the biggest breakthrough of the war
and inflict a massive defeat on the Italians.  The front cover picture
and that on this page show the memorial at Caporetto (present -day
Kobarid, now in Slovenia) where the remains of 7,000 Italian soldiers
are in an Ossiary under the church of St Anthony.  

Answer to the question on page 21:

Thomas Hood (1799-1845)   
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Volunteers needed for exciting new projects

The Volunteer Centre Wycombe District is launching two new special
projects locally. They are looking for gardening and DIY
enthusiasts with some spare time that are willing to help older and
disabled people living on low incomes in the community. 

The Gardening Project offers basic gardening help with mowing
lawns, trimming shrubs, planting bulbs, perennials and annuals,
forking-over beds, etc.

The Decorating Project will offer a basic service ± you could help to
paint walls and brighten up someone's home.  No woodwork painting
or wallpapering will be involved, and the Project Co-ordinator is
always available to help and advise.

So, if you would like to get your gardening gloves on and enjoy the
autumn sunshine, or alternatively wield a paintbrush indoors, the
Volunteer Centre would be pleased to hear from you. It's a good way
of meeting new people, getting fit, and having fun. 

If you are a member of the community fitting the above criteria, and
would like your garden tidying or a room refreshing, please get in
touch, we're happy to help.

For more information about these and the many other volunteer roles currently
available, please call the Volunteer Centre on % 451700.  

We are open Monday to Friday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.  An answerphone is
available outside these hours. 

You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk 
or call at:  The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe, HP13 6SL.

www.volunteerfocus.org.uk

Volunteer Focus - The Wycombe & District Volunteer Centre is supported by
Wycombe District Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.

Registered Charity No 1078305
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The church seen from Amersham Hill Gardens (photo by Tim Edmonds)

Accessibility at Terriers Church

Sidesmen are on duty at the main church services to welcome you.
Please ask for assistance if you need it.

There is a car park at the church.  Although no designated disabled
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties are
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors. 

Access is down steps.  A lift is available at the left-hand entrance. 

There is a hearing loop in church.

A large-print version of the service book is available.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

www.ter r ierschurch.org.uk

Front cover picture:  The Ossiary Church of St Anthony at Kobarid, Slovenia,
commemorating Italian casualties in World War I — see page 22.

(Photo by Tim Edmonds, 31st July 2005) 
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