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St Francis of Assisi - Terriers and Totteridge

Services

Full details of Sunday and weekday services and other church
activities are in the Diary section later in this magazine.

Contact information

If you would like a visit from the vicar, or if there is anything you
would like to discuss, please give your name and address to him or
one of the Churchwardens, or telephone to arrange a visit.

Names and contact details for the church officers and those
responsible for church activities are on the back cover.

Accessibility

Sidesmen are on duty at the church to welcome you. Please ask for
assistance if you need it.

E There is a car park at the church. Although no designated disable
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties art
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors.

Access is down steps. A lift is available at the left-hand entrance.

There is a hearing loop in church.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

&
qﬁ‘
A A large-print version of the service book is available.
i

November magazine

Copy deadline; Sunday, 16" October
Publication date: Sunday 30t October

Editor: Tim Edmondsa 526346
90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE
email: editor@terrierschurch.org.uk

Cover picture: The church and vicarage at Terriers when new in the 1930s
(photo courtesy of the Centre of Buckinghamshire Studies, ref. 955)
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"Let's Celebrate!e

We begin October with a double celebration. Our yearly focus on St
Francis, our patron, rightly includes something of the joy in Christ
which was the hall-mark of his life and teaching and we look forward
to the visit of Brother Hugh, from the newly established Franciscan
community at St Martin's, Plaistow, to preach at the Parish
Communion on 2" October. A week later we reach the climax of our
75" Anniversary celebrations, with a visit from Bishop Alan, a
concert of popular music from the last 75 years and a parish lunch.
During the six months of our celebrations, we have welcomed into
our church and church hal many people who would not ordinarily
have thought of setting foot in either. We have discovered in our
congregation gifts of which many of us may not have been aware
before. And we have built up the community of which our church
building is the centre. All this, too, is cause for celebration.

Another .community centre’ —Jerriers Crossroads (photo by Tim Edmonds)

It also provides a firm base from which to move forward. Celebrating
the dedication of a church leads us to echo the words which the great
Swedish diplomat Dag Hammarskjold wrote fifty years ago in the
collection of thoughts which was published after his death under the
title Markings:

"For al that has been — hanks!
To al that shall be —Yes!e

The "Thanksle is easy. As we celebrate this anniversary, we cannot
but thank God for the past three-quarters of a century of prayer and
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praise and faithful discipleship here in Terriers, for the people whose
faith was nurtured here and who have accompanied us on our
Christian journey. At the same time, in saying @Yes!® to all that shall
be, we rededicate ourselves to sharing with others the good news of
what God has done, and is doing, in our world (however hard it may
sometimes be to recognise it) and to building up the household of
faith. That isatask in which each one of us hasto shareif the Church
in this place isto be truly the Church and not ssimply a ministerial fan-
club.

In saying 2Yes!® to al that shall be, we also commit ourselves afresh
to following the example of Francis our patron by working for the
coming of God's kingdom, valuing every human being, treating the
whole of God's creation with respect and reverence. It was in that
way, eight centuries ago, that Francis fulfilled the commission he
received in the church of San Damiano, when he heard the crucified
Christ saying to him #rancis, go and rebuild my church, which as
you seeisfalling into ruin.°

Francis built up the Church by revealing to the people of his time the
attractiveness of Jesus. Our task is to do the same today, not only by
the manner of our life together, but by our involvement in the great
concerns of this new century = not least among them the care of this
planet. As we give thanks for the last seventy-five years, and for all
that our six months of celebration have taught us, let us look forward
in hope that the contacts we have made and the gifts we have
discovered during that time will be used to fulfil God's purposes and
bring nearer the coming of his kingdom.

Now, that really would be something to celebrate!
Tony Dickinson

I Thought for the month I

JnlessthelLord builds the house,
those who build it labour in vain®

(Psalm 127, verse 1)
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Time and Talents No 31
Notes from a Nervous Lesson Reader

The first time | was asked to read a lesson was many years ago during
a morning midweek service of Holy

Communion. | was terrified. But | was

among friends, so why was | terrified? |

didn't have time to suffer from stage fright

on that occasion, but the thought of

standing up and reading | aways find

daunting. Will | fluff my lines? Will |

lose my place? Will my wobbly knees

hold me upright? After this first attempt |

felt the most amazing <buzz', and indeed

still do after every reading. | could not

read a lesson without the Lord's help, and

always shoot up an arrow prayer before standing up to approach the
lectern - something on the lines of 3Please, help me, Lord®!

| love to hear the scriptures read aloud and am always impressed by
readers in any Church. | used to dodge lesson reading because my
late husband was always happy to volunteer, but somehow the Lord
has a way of making us stand up to be counted, and when Keith asked
me recently to read a lesson, | couldn't refuse! | was pleased to see
that it was from the New Testament, some of those names in the Old
Testament can be so difficult...

Several years ago, at Holy Trinity, Penn Street, we had a Saturday
morning workshop for readers led by local actor Tenniel Evans. He
was wonderful, so inspiring, as at that time he was not only an actor
but also a Non-Stipendiary Minister. He taught us the importance of
pacing, engaging the listeners, and making eye contact. Now | find
the last the most difficult, as | worry that | will lose my place + and
indeed have on occasions £ but keep trying' | tell myself.

One time while | was reading, | suddenly realised that | had forgotten
the phrase @This is the word of the Lord® to finish the reading. |

struggled for several lines, and tied myself in knots, but pressed on,
and, of course, the words just popped into my head at the end of the
reading. It seemsto be very shallow to worry about such things when
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Holy Scriptureisinvolved, but | put it down to being only too human.

A Sunday School teacher impressed us many years ago by taking a
very pragmatic approach to a reading. My young son and a friend
were reading the story of the Good Samaritan in a Service led by the
Sunday School, and they couldn't get their heads, or teeth, around
denarii. They succumbed to giggles, but aever mind° this kind lady

said, &ead it as pennies®. It worked wonderfully.

| was very amused once whilst listening to a lesson, when the reader
(a Churchwarden, no less) read @he wormwood and the gall®, but the
poor man read it as, yes, you've guessed it @he woodworm andCE®°.
Although | was old enough to know better, | had a severe attack of the
sniggers, I'm sorry to say. It would just serve me right to get that
reading, wouldn't it?

Whenever | am asked to do the Lord's work | fedl it is an honour and
aprivilege to beinvolved, and it is always a marvellous experience.

Eileen Chapman

Quiet Garden - High Wycombe

The High Wycombe Quiet Garden is at Hithercroft Road,
Downley, and the next meeting is from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
on 10 October :

"Cdltic Reflections
led by Gill Osmond.
Further information and directions to the garden are available from:

Lesley Wasley a 523978, Mary Sketch a 01296 623068,
Noreen Talbot a 534882, Pat Hastings a 483533,
Audrey Upshall a 444448 or Irene Bell a 01628 532576.
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"Philipe Reason Challinor, RIP

Ernest Blackburn (" Philipe) Reason Challinor was for many years a faithful
member of the congregation at & Franciss. He died, following a fall, on
Monday, 8" August. His funeral took place in church on Wednesday, 17t
August. This appreciation is based on Tony Dickinson's sermon at his funeral.

When the news of Philip's death reached Terriers, among the first
people to hear it were the members of the congregation at the
Wednesday morning Prayer Book Communion. Philip had been one
of their number for many years, until he and Pamela moved from Pear
Tree Cottage, and when they heard that he had died there were a few
moist eyes and some furtive dabbing of hankies. But at the end of the
service, as people gathered round informally to share their memories
of Philip, there were smiles and stories rather than sadness, reflecting
the kind of person Philip was. To borrow words used at the funeral of
another great-hearted Buckinghamshire Christian three years ago, he
was %known to thousands and loved by hundreds®.

As she pondered key points in her father's life, his daughter Anne
used the word @omradeship® in relation to his service in the Army,

and after the Second World War. It applied much more widely. Philip
was %a good comrade® who enjoyed the company of other people. He

had learned the hard way, through his years as a prisoner of war after
Dunkirk, how necessary people are to one another, for mutual support
and encouragement in times of difficulty. He valued organisations
that fostered comradeship = among them the British Legion, for which
he and Pamela worked so hard, organising the Poppy Appeal, the Ex-
POW Association, which he founded, and the local branch of the
Children's Society, on whose behalf he could regularly be seen
rattling a tin in the Octagon, part of the long service to this town
which gained him the Mayor's Millennium Medal.

Philip found comradeship, too, through the Christian faith which was
central to hislife. He knew that his studies in @Divinity° as he always
called it, organised through the Red Cross (along with his City and
Guilds qualifications in paint technology), had helped him to survive
as a prisoner-of-war. His fellowship in the body of Christ was
expressed through service on the Church Council and as a sidesman,
through reading the Bible and leading the prayers at the Parish
Communion, through sharing in groups which met for study or prayer,
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through his willingness to undertake pretty well any job that needed
doing until advancing years and increasing frailty prevented him. He
will be forever associated with the evening service on Remembrance
Sunday. Philip made sure that there was an adequate supply of
poppies, both for buttonholes and to decorate the church. He
organised the colour party and the buglers. He went through the
service carefully beforehand with the officiating minister, usually
leading the Act of Remembrance on the night £ and he always had a
word of appreciation and encouragement at the end.

Not that all the memories of Philip are so solemn. Many of the jollier
ones have to do with social events (whether at church or at the
L egion), with music and dancing. Some of the scarier ones have to do
with driving. Many people learned that they accepted the offer of a
lift from Philip only if they were feeling (a) strong and (b) lucky. His
passengers tended to discover a whole new depth and urgency in the
litany of St Christopher, particularly at roundabouts!

But now he has completed his journey = and what a journey: from
Leigh in Lancashire, via St Valéry en Caux and the prison camps of
Silesia and Poland, to Hamburg after the war (where he met and
courted Pamela). Then, after marriage in Hampshire, to Corsham and
out to the Canal Zone, back to Buckingham, to Deepcut, and finally to
Totteridge Lane, where he and Pamela lived until their increasing
frailty led them to find rest and care at The Croft in Amersham.

Now his friends have said their @goodbyes® to Philip's earthly

remains. Philip himself has gone ahead of us, %pressing on°, as he
would say in that soft Lancashire accent which all his years in the
army = not to mention the soft South £ never quite succeeded in
smoothing out. We give thanks for the many ways in which his life
has enriched not only ours, but also the life of thousands of others,
comrades in arms, colleagues in peace-time, those who knew him
most intimately, and those who would stop for a chat with &he
Maor® as he shook a tin in the Octagon. We remember him as he
was, in the good times and the bad times; and we regjoice that after so
many trials he now experiences &he indescribable and glorious joy°

of that heavenly banquet at which the Lord whom he loved so much
and served so faithfully and willingly in thislifeis the host.

Tony Dickinson



Christmas Cards
or
L] - .‘ -
ChristianTiAid
In recent yearsthere has been a detter box' in the
Baptistery during Advent. Thiswas a placewhere
you could post Christmas cardsto friendsin the St

Francis' congregation. Thebox would be opened and
the cards distributed as Christmas approached.

This year wearedoing something different. There
will beno detter box' and instead we will have a
«Christmastree’. Thiswill bea pictureof a tree, to
which you will beableto add a 4reedecoration‘ with
a written greeting to all your friends at St Francis'.

In return for this, we suggest that you might donate
any money that you save on cardsto Christian Aid.
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75" Anniversary Events

@« Art Exhibitions @«

Works of art will continue to be on show in the Church for the first
two weekends in October. There is no admission charge and opening
times will normally be from 10.00 a.m. until 6.30 p.m., but may vary
with circumstances. Please check with the Hall Office on %462911 if
in doubt.

The Artists exhibiting work are:
1t - 2nd October: Totteridge Baptist Church Art Group
7th - 9th October: Lorna Cassidy —see opposite

These 75" Anniversary events also take place this month:

 Sunday 2" October + Patronal Festival
Preacher + Brother Hugh SSF at 10.00 am. Service

 Sunday 9™ October + Dedication Festival
10.00 a.m Service, followed by Concert and Buffet Lunch

Church and Community in Terriers

For the 70" anniversary of the Church in 2000 we published a book,
Church and Community in Terriers, which has become popularly
known as both “the Jubilee book' and "the Millennium book'. It
covered the development of our church in the context of the growth
of the community of Terriers and also looked at local life in the past
through the memories of local people.

There have been afew enquiries this year about the availability of the
book but, alas, our print run of 200 has long since sold out. However,
al is not lost, since the county library service has several copies.
Also, the book can be supplied electronically on CD in Portable
Document Format £ more information is available from the Editor.
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Lorna Cassidy: Exhibiting 7t - 9t October

St Francis' Church
Drawing by Lorna Cassidy, August 2005, reproduced by permission

Lorna Cassidy is a loca artist, well-known for her paintings and
drawings of local scenes over the last four decades. Her display at
church will bring to an end our 75" Anniversary Art Exhibition. It
will feature a local history of Terriers and Totteridge, including maps

aswell as aselection of her paintings and prints.
11
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OCTOBER

Dates for your Diary

9.30 a.m. Walkers Unite(d)
10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition (see page 10)
This weekend's artists: Totteridge Baptist Church Art Groug

Patronal Festival

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion for all ages
Preacher: Brother Hugh SSF

10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition continues

St Francis of Assisi

7.00 p.m. Holy Communion

8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks

8.00 p.m. Spirituality Committee (30 Haystacks)

7.45 p.m. Deanery Synod (Hazlemere)

10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition (see pages 10 and 11)
This week's artist: Lorna Cassidy

10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition continues
7.30 p.m. Wycombe Philharmonic Concert
Dedication Festival

8.00 a.m Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

Preacher: The Bishop of Buckingham

11.30 a.m. Concert of Popular Music through the decades
12.30 p.m. Parish Lunch in the Hall
10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition continues

10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition continues

8.00 p.m. Ways into Prayer

Wilfrid of Ripon, Elizabeth Fry, Edith Cavell
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks
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13 Thu 7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting
16 Sun *** Copy deadline for the November Parish Magazine ***
Trinity 21
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism
12.00 noon Lunch Club (The Terriers)
18 Tue  StLuke
8.00 p.m. "An Evening with St Lukee
9.00 p.m. A short Communion service for the feast of St Luk
19 Wed Henry Martyn (see below)
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks
23 Sun Last Sunday after Trinity
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
26 Wed Alfred the Great, Cedd
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
28 Fri St Simon and St Jude
7.00 p.m. Holy Communion
30 Sun Publication day for the November Parish Magazine
All Saints* Sunday
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

19th October - Who was Henry Martyn?

Born in Cornwall in 1781, Henry Martyn studied at Cambridge,
where he won the annual maths problem-solving competition and so
became recognised as the University's
best undergraduate mathematician. In
1805 he left for India as a chaplain of
the East India Company, subsequently
travelling in the Middle East. Martyn
was a brilliant linguist and in under .
five years he trandated the New
Testament into Urdu and Persian, and "=
supervised its trandation into Arabic.
He died tragicaly at Tokat in Armenia
in 1812, aged only 31.
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Community History

A Church is its People

In various places around our church there are memorials to people
who have served it, or been associated with it, during the 75 years of
its existence + and before! Some of these memorials are obvious and
well-known; others are quite small and unnoticed.

Below | have tabulated some of the memorials that | have found, with
a little information about them (but note that I've excluded the two
war memorials, which | hope to include in a future edition of the
magazine). If you know more, or if I've got some of this wrong, then
I'm sure you'll tell me, won't you?

Tim Edmonds

Who?

What and where?

James and Kate Bristow

Brass plaques on a pair of seats in the change

i<

These were given by their children, but there|i:

no date. Who were they?

Richard and Lydia
Brocklehurst

Brass plaque on the organ in the north transer

dedicated on'7 June 1992, commemorating
the financial contribution by Hugh
Brocklehurst's parents to building the organ.

Amabel Brocklehurst

Brass plaque on the choir organ in the south
transept, dedicated on®23danuary 2004 and

commemorating Hugh Brocklehurst's sister, a

member of the choir and a musician.
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Peter Dowsett

Plaque attached to a moveable partition (not
seen recently but may be hidden in the

basement). It commemorates Joyce Dowsett"

husband, who was Churchwarden 1973-198(
and died in office, Epiphany 1980.

Henrietta Frances Field
(see photograph on
previous page)

Memorial Stone in the Baptistery to the womg
who built and endowed the church, dedicateq
on 11X October 1930.

Gertrude Gamester

Labels sewn on back of some lectern drapes

given by her family in her memory.

David Jones

Memorial caption on prayer candle holder
given by an anonymous donor in memory of
the husband (1941-1991) of our current
Churchwarden, Valerie Jones.

Augustinus Loesberg

Carved dedication on altar rails to the father ¢
Marianne Richards, wife of the Revd Tony
Richards (Vicar 1962 - 1973). He died during
a visit to Wycombe in 1971.

Cyril Oliver Melsom

Brass plaque on both nave kneeler rails to a

Churchwarden (1959-1967) who died in office.

D

Edwin Shaw

Memorial plague attached to a moveable
partition (not seen recently but may be hidde
in the basement). Shaw was the first Vicar a
after his death in 1973 partitions were
purchased with a memorial fund.

)

William and Edith
Stevens

A brass plaque above the Book of
Remembrance in the Baptistery records that

large cross at the west end of the church was

given in their memory. They lived in Geralds
Road and were worshippers at the church frd
1936 to 1963. The cross was given by their

son Denis, a notable musician and academic|.

D

n

Peter Gerald Swann

Brass plaque on the desk in front of the prayé¢
candles shows that it was given in memory ¢
a chorister and communicant who lived from

1953-68. He was the brother of Dave, whose

31 years of marriage to Gwen were celebrate
in church on 7 June this year.

|

f
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| often wonder if it was Chopsticks that
brought Mama from England to Hong Kong ...

A book called «Chopsticks was one of the many presents that Mary
Bennett's mother Joyce received as a child. Did thisplay a part in her
life as a missionary in Hong Kong? There she lived a very eventful
life for over 34 years and now isaregular at & Francis. Here Mary
looks back at her mama's work in Hong Kong and has a suggestion
for those that would like to know more.

As a CMS missionary, mama was not allowed to be the head of any
organisation, and in no circumstances was she to get involved in
politics. But, with special permission from the Bishop, mama did not
just do al those forbidden deeds, she aso made Anglican Church
history by being the first English woman to be ordained priest.

One might imagine that mama was a loose cannon, setting out to
break the rules, but in contrast she was just a humble, obedient young
teacher who was sent to an unknown place to do God's work. She
was a well-known figure for her tireless battles for better education
and welfare for ordinary people and was well-liked by people of
different denominations and religions. How could she manage that?

For what mama had done for the people in Hong Kong, the Queen
awarded her the OBE and Hong Kong University honoured her with a
doctorate. Later she was elected a Fellow by Queen Mary &
Westfield College at her old University, London. Archbishop George
Carey described her as the 3ioneer of women's ministry®.

After mama left Hong Kong she spent most of her time helping at St
Martin-in-the-Fields, London, and also worked hard behind the scenes
for the ordination of women in the Church of England. We were often
visited by friends from Hong Kong. On one of his many visits The
Most Reverend Peter K.K. Kwong, Archbishop of Hong Kong, urged
mama to publish her autobiography This God Business. When she did,
he wrote thisin his Foreword:

aThis is an extraordinary autobiography of an extraordinary
person. She was amissionary. She was also an educator *+ both
a teacher and a principal. She was a politician £ a member of
the Legidative Council. She also served on councils of socid
service and medical organisations. She is a woman priest as
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well. She is English but very much Chinese. If we put al this
together, we can see that she truly has not only life but also life
in all its fullness as our Lord Jesus promised us. In her book, we
glimpse this. We see the significant and valuable contributions
that she made in Hong Kong and in the Church. We aso
understand the marvellous ways in which God makes use of a
dedicated servant to advance His cause for His people.

This is not a history of just one person. This is a part of the
history of the mission of the Church especially that of the
Anglican Church. This shows us the significance of a
missionary worker when the East and the West are brought
together into one as reflected and exemplified by the work and
life of Dr Bennett. Every missionary should read it. Members
of the churches receiving missionaries should read it. Those
who are searching for their vocation should read it.°

| hope that some of you might feel interested enough to want to read
this autobiography - we still have a few copies at home. | would very
much like to organise a reading club in

our house, so we can share with each

other what we read and, most of all, share

our friendship. How about starting with

mama's autobiography? Surely nothing

could be better than discussing issues, or

asking questions about what the author

meant, than face-to-face? Mama has just

mentioned to me that she remembers our

church of St Francis of Assisi being built

75 years ago. How could she have

imagined that after travelling around the

world twice, and al she has achieved,

that she would attend this same church in

her retirement?

Mary Bennett

If you areinterested in joining thisreading club,
please contact Mary on %539016 so that you can
get together and discuss the details.
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In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:

Rosemary Bossingham, Martin Braisher, Jean and Michael Hedge
Elizabeth Lampson, John Ludlow and his family, Cyril Mines, Joy ang
Smith, John West, Dorothy Williams, Diane Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:

Vince Amer, David Baldwin, Roland Brinkworth, Jenny Butterfield, Pam
Reason Challinor, Marie Child, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, Ge
Dowsett, Katie Foster, Phyllis and Michael Fudge, Sam and Norah Glel
James Golightly, Colin Gowers, Carol Griffiths and her family, Diane Ha
Katharine Jackman, Julie James, Anna and Frank Jervis, Kate King,| |
Lissenden, Marjorie McDonnell, Lily Maher, Ted Martin, Bettina Michels|¢
her family, Teresa Moore and her family, Mary Morgan, Angela Norton, |
Norton, Roy Parkinson, Mick Payne, Anne Portsmouth, Marcia Powell, |K
Purvis, Kevin Smith, Irene Solomon, Ruth Steadman, Mary Stubbs, Caic
Paul Twitchin, Monica and Peter Ward, Raymond Watkins, Bill Weinha
Olga Whenray, Hugh Williams, Raymond Winterbourne, Abigail Witch:
and her family, Lorna Woodward and her family, Karen, Zoe and her famil

11%
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St Francis of Assisi Lecture

The St Francis of Assisi Lecture for 2005, addressing issues of
environmental concern to the churches, will be delivered by The
Bishop of London, The Rt Revd & Rt Hon Dr Richard Chartres,
on Thursday, 6™ October 2005 at 6.30 p.m. at St Mary Woolnoth
Church, Lombard Street, London EC3 (tube: Bank).

Light refreshments available from 6.00 p.m.

Further details from Chris Brice - Adviser for Social Justice, London Diog:
chris.brice@london.anglican.org 020 7932 1121
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Focussing on God

I'd like to start with a quote from Charles Lamb: aNothing puzzles
me more than time and space, and yet nothing puzzles me less, for |
never think about them.© Many people comment on God's mysterious
ways, or on how we can never truly understand his love, but this
guote begs the question as to whether we seek to find the answers, or
resign ourselves to ignorance.

I'm sure we would all agree that the more we know God, the better. |If

we had more time, we'd read the Bible more, pray more and spend

more time with other Christians, building each other up. But
unfortunately, there are only so many hours in the day = and there are
so many important things that need our attention.

Yet this implies that God is second best in our lives. We publicly
acknowledge Him as our Lord and King, but when it comes down to
it, it is more important to fill in that form, go for that run or make sure
that we catch the EastEnders Omnibus. Of course, there is nothing
wrong with any of these activities (although | would personally opt
for Match of the Day rather than EastEnders) but are we spending
enough time with God?

Jesus tells us not to worry about the hustle and bustle of everyday life,
but to seek first (God's) kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you aswell.° But what does this mean?

| think the instruction here is twofold: for us to seek God's kingdom
in the pursuit of seeing more people saved; and for us to seek His
righteousness in our own lives by becoming more like him. While |
have written on the first issue a number of times, | wish to consider
the second more deeply.

At my church in Bath, they often speak of the phenomenon of being
shaped by the people around us. If we spend all our time with a
certain group of people, we become more like them. The sameistrue
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of how we can become more like Jesus. By spending more time in
prayer and in reading His word, we find it easier to mirror more and
more of His righteousness.

Many of my friends designate a dquiet time® every day to God,
generaly at the start of the day. Regardless of how much is going on
in their lives, they make sure that God comes first and they spend
time with Him every day. Thisis an excellent idea, and after doing it,
it can be surprising how you are still able to complete the same
number of tasks. Another option, and one which | have tended to
favour, isto double up travelling time as quiet time. Instead of getting
on a crowded bus to university, | amost always walk (45 minutes,
mostly uphill) £ giving me time to pray and reflect. Instead of
completing crosswords or those fiendishly addictive Sudoku puzzles,
why not read your Bible on the train?

But both these strategies have a downside. They both run the risk of
turning God into a chore. | have spent many a morning on the
underground in Frankfurt, reading my Bible because | felt | ought to,
when | was in no fit state or mood to gain anything from it. My
motivation was often to read books of the Bible so that | could say
q've read all of the Old Testament® = and not because | have wanted

to learn more about God.

But as always, there is a balance to be maintained. Focussing on God
does not mean we should ignore other people. After all, whatever we
do for the least of Christ's brothers, we do for Him (Matt 25:40). We
must, on the one hand, do our best to dedicate ourselves to quiet study
and the bettering of ourselves, but, on the other hand, we must put
what we have learnt into practice. It is a difficult balance to strike,
but | pray that God will be with you as you try to achieveit.

Steve Greenhill

Who said this?

If God didn‘t want usto eat in church,
he would have made gluttony a sin.

(Answer on page 23)
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Amersham Millennium Lectures

The fifteenth in the series of Millennium Lectures
at X Michadl's Church, Amersham, will be:

HAS CHRISTIAN MISSION FAILED?
The Challenge Facing the Churchesin God-Doubting Britain
and will be given by

George Carey
Former Archbishop of Canterbury
on Tuesday 111" October at 8.00 p.m.

After 2000 years of Christianity in this world, a large proportion of
the British population appears to have written it off as a major
consideration in their lives. What can be done to restore faith? What

IS happening in other countries? George Carey puts the problem into
the public domain.

Tickets £10 (Concessions £7)
To book, phonethe St. Michael's Church Office on % 726680

A prayer by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

O heavenly Father,
| praise and thank you
For the peace of the night.
| praise and thank you for this new day.
| praise and thank you for all your goodness and faithfulness
throughout my life.

You have granted me many blessings;
Now let me also accept what is hard from your hand.
You will lay on me no more than | can bear.
You make all things work together for good for your children.

Amen
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" | amthe vine, you are the branchess (John 15:5)

On the Grapevine

After passing A-levels in Biology, Chemistry, Maths and General

Studies a The Misbourne School, Great Missenden, Jessica
Chandler has won a place at Southampton University to read
Occupational Therapy. Congratulations and good luck in your
studies, Jessica

If you haven't seen the Flower Festival Gallery on the church

website (www.terrierschurch.org.uk) then do take a look. The
pictures include photos of the flower displays taken by Janet Banks,
Martin and Molly Braisher, Eileen Chapman, Joyce Dowsett,
June Findlow, Val Jones and Hazel Noakes.

Have you noticed the new Prayer Cards that we are now using

in church? If you wish to request prayers for someone, please fill
in one of the cards that are available by the prayer candles under the
statue of the Virgin Mary in the north aisle. Put the top part in the box
provided and keep the bottom half to use in your own prayers. There
are also some postcards there to use if you would like to send one to
the person for whom prayers have been asked.

Thanks to Juliet Chandler for input. News about local people and events is
always welcome.

Remembering the Wilberforce Way

On Saturday 1% October, Christchurch Cathedral will be the place for
the diocesan celebration of the 200" anniversary of the bhirth of
Samuel Wilberforce, one of the great reforming Bishops of the
Church of England, and founder of Cuddesdon and Culham.

There will be a lecture there at 4.30 p.m. on "Science and Religion’
by Professor John Brooke, and then at 6.00 p.m. the Bishop of
Oxford will preach at Choral Evensong. All who would like to come
are welcome to these events.
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High Wycombe Street Collection
Saturday 23" October

Volunteers are URGENTLY needed to help collect in
The Octagon and town centre on 23" October.

If you are willing to help for an hour please contact:
Hazel Noakes % 530273 or Jean Hedgeland % 525266.

L ooking forward to hearing from you.
Hazel Noakes

Home-Start

Home-Start is a charity which offers support, friendship and practical
help to parents with young children. We recruit and train volunteers,
who are parents themselves, to visit families at home for 2-3 hours &
week. They offer informal, friendly and confidential support to help
the parents grow in confidence and strengthen their relationship with
their children.

Can you remember how it felt to be at home with young children?
Could you offer help to a family by providing a listening ear or
helping a young family go out to a park? If you can, please ring
Home-Start Wycombe on % 535350 for more information on our new
Volunteer Preparation course. The course starts on 20t October and
runs for ten Thursday mornings. Expenses are paid.

O Answer to the question on page 20: O

@ ®
Homer Simpson
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Who's Who at St Francis®

All telephone numbers are local - STD code 01494

Vicar

Reader (training)
Churchwarden
Churchwarden

Church Cleaning Organiser
Flower Rota Organiser

Gift Aid Officer

Magazine Subs/Distribution

Organist

PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer

Sacristan

Skylarks Organiser
Stewardship Organiser
Sunday School Contact

Church Hall Secretary
Church Hall
Church Hall

Magazine Editor/WebmasterTim Edmonds
90 Green Hill

The Revd Canon Tony Dickinson
St Francis Vicarage
High Wycombe HP13 5AB

vicar@terrierschurch.org.uk

Valerie Evans
Keith Gordon
Valerie Jones

Vacant

Molly Braisher
Mary Phipps
June Findlow
Tessa Shaw
John Norton

Mick Relf

Mary Phipps
Tony Dickinson
Mary Phipps
Pam Hancock

Shelagh Whitlock

Office
Pay-phone

%520676

%531023
%531570
%439154

%436768
%816416
%524491
%441698
%437105
% 530808
%816416
%520676
%816416
% 534634

%451771
%462911
%462909

%526346

High Wycombe HP13 5QE
webmaster@terrierschurch.org.uk

Website: http://www.terrierschurch.org.uk/

If you know of any changes to the above list, please share this

T

h |
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with the Vicar, Webmaster and Magazne Editor.



