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St Francis of Assisi - Terriers and Totteridge

Services

Full details of Sunday and weekday services and other church
activities are in the Diary section later in this magazine.

Contact information

If you would like a visit from the vicar, or if there is anything you
would like to discuss, please give your name and address to him or
one of the Churchwardens, or telephone to arrange a visit.  

Names and contact details for the church officers and those
responsible for church activities are on the back cover.  

Accessibility

Sidesmen are on duty at the church to welcome you.  Please ask for
assistance if you need it.

There is a car park at the church.  Although no designated disabled
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties are
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors. 

Access is down steps.  A lift is available at the left-hand entrance. 

There is a hearing loop in church.

A large-print version of the service book is available.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

October magazine

Copy deadline:  Sunday, 11th September
Publication date:  Sunday 25th September

Editor:  Tim Edmonds a  526346
90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE

email: editor@terrierschurch.org.uk

Front cover:  See page 11 for details about Art Exhibitions in Church.
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” Stand up and raise your heads•

When I wrote, two months ago, about the dangers of ignoring
violence on the streets of Britain, none of us would have thought that
within a few days there would be violence on — and under — the streets
of London on a scale which surpassed even the heights of the IRA‘s
mainland bombing campaigns of the 1970s and 1980s, so that it has
been impossible to open a newspaper for the past six weeks, or to
watch or listen to a news bulletin, without finding some reflection on
the events of 7th and 21st July, their causes and consequences.  We
have been touched by that violence in many ways.  Some members of
our congregation have a personal story to tell of narrow escapes and
” there but for the grace of God•, either for themselves or for members
of their family.  Others have become aware of heightened tension and
anxiety as they travel to and from their work in London. 

In such a time it is natural for people to want to keep their heads
down, to try to escape notice, and to withdraw to areas where they
know they will be ”safe•:  to stick with family and friends — the
people with whom they feel comfortable.  In such a time strangers,
and especially people who are ”different•, are avoided — or even,
sadly, attacked by those who are afraid and angry.  Quite another
approach is laid down for those who follow the way of Jesus Christ.
The people around Jesus, including St Paul in his earliest letters, lived
in expectation that ” the end• would come soon.  That is why some of
St Paul‘s instructions to his congregations (especially those relating to
sexual behaviour and family life) can seem strange to modern
understanding.  For Paul all things relating to marriage and the family
were highly provisional, because the end of this world was so near at
hand that it was pointless to think about future generations.  But, for
the earliest Christians, the expectation that ” the end of the age• would
come soon did not lead to despondency and despair, and it took
decades of persecution to drive them ”underground•. 
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Jesus gave very clear instructions to his disciples about the action to
be taken in times of upheaval and threat.  St Luke describes how, in
the last week of his earthly life, Jesus shared some thoughts on King
Herod's temple and the disaster which was to overtake it within the
next generation.  He warned his disciples to expect ªwars and
insurrectionsº (not to mention earthquakes, famines, and plagues)
accompanied by fierce persecution.  He capped these warnings by
telling his friends, ªThere will be signs in the sun, the moon and the
stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring
of the sea and the waves.  People will faint from fear and foreboding
of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will
be shakenŒ Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.º (Luke
21:25-28).

Those last words might have been written for us in this present
situation.  We are to raise our heads because we have good news to
share, about a God who cares for all people, including the stranger,
and who will not let the forces of destruction and death have the last
word.  The article by Andy Saunders later in this magazine reminds us
of some of the implications of this good news.  St Francis, too, in his
dealings with Islam at the time of the Fifth Crusade, offers us
encouragement and hope.  As a faithful follower of Jesus, he refused
to demonise those who were ªdifferentº or to despair of God's power
to bring ªpeace and goodº out of conflict and evil.  He reached out, at
considerable personal risk, to those who were ªdifferentº and
demonised. He sought, and discovered, common ground. He
established mutual respect and understanding.  He offers an example
of faith and courage in difficult times.  May we not be afraid to follow
it.

Tony Dickinson

     Thought for the month     

Never  bel ieve that a few car ing people can‘t change
the wor ld; for , indeed, that‘s al l  who ever  have.

(Margaret Mead)
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Flower Festival Gallery

What a wonderful display of flowers we had in church during
our 75th anniversary Flower Festival on 9th and 10th July! 

Thanks to the photographic efforts of various members of the church,
visitors to our website www.terrierschurch.org.uk can now see a
colourful gallery of pictures taken during the event.  All the main
displays are there.  Do take a look and tell your friends and family.  If
you don't have access to the internet then try using one of the
workstations in Wycombe Library, or why not ask a friend? 

(Picture shows Hazel Noakes‘ floral centrepiece on the chancel steps)
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Community History

Do you remember the Terriers Playscheme?
Around 1974 the Terriers Summer Playscheme was initiated at St
Francis' Church by the Revd Ralph Cartmill.  It ran for the first two
weeks of the school holidays, providing activities for up to 400
children and supported by as many as 150 volunteers!  It was very
successful and continued to run for several years after Ralph left the
parish.

There were around eight of us on the committee, led by Ralph, and we
would meet throughout the year to fundraise and plan the many
classes, activities and trips to various places.  During the year we
would hold jumble sales, cake-bakes and discos for the children ±
anything that helped to raise some money.

Our very popular day trips were always oversubscribed and proved to
be great fun, offering jaunts to such places as Syon House Butterfly
House, Cotswold Wildlife Park, Speen Horses Home, Child Beale
Trust Park, Hendon Aircraft Museum, Chiltern Open Air Museum,
Birdworld, Wellington Country Park and, of course, the seaside.
There was even a trip to Wembley Stadium, where we were taken into
the players' changing rooms to see the memorabilia and to walk
through •the tunnel' out onto the hallowed turf!  All these trips
required many volunteers.

As for today's •Lighthouse' scheme, we would ask for donations of
items for craft classes.  These classes would be divided into age
groups and ran for two hours, morning and afternoon, Monday to
Friday.  We made some amazing things, such as plaster of Paris
models, book shelves, pasta picture frames, shell pictures and models,
peg dollies, felt pictures and cross-stitch.  The •Fuzzy Felt' company
donated their offcuts and other companies helped by giving wood and
some other materials.  The full list of classes is  too numerous to list!

Children could bring packed lunches and were supervised.  Our Tuck
Shop would sell buttered toast, drinks and penny-sweets throughout
the day.  
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This is a scene from a plaster model-making class in the 1980s and shows on
the left Chloe and Jonathan Hundon and Simon Gaster, with Julie Dean on the
other side of the table.  The picture came from Diana Gaster, a committee
member, whose husband Mike was a craftsman who helped with model casts
and designs.  It was he who made the figure of the Angel Gabriel that graces
our Christmas Crib.  Unfortunately he died two years ago.

The activities were varied for those not wishing to take part in classes.
A huge scaffold climbing frame was erected free of charge beside the
church and was very popular - it would probably be forbidden in
today's liability culture.  The church itself became a badminton hall,
with the chairs stacked in the aisles and with floor covered by the
special mat that was used by the Youth Club.  Screens were used as a
partition on the chancel steps.  

Tennis sessions were held at Wellesbourne School (now the
University campus) and swimming sessions took place at Godstowe
pool at lunchtimes.  We had netball and basketball at Terriers Middle
School (now Highworth School) and cycling over ramps and around
obstacles in the playground at Terriers First School (now demolished)
with rollerskating in the playgrounds.  It was non-stop activity.

The playscheme was very successful and was a hectic two weeks for
us all.  The booking-in evenings prior to the scheme gave us the
numbers attending and the day trips could be booked.  The small
subsidised charges made possible by our fundraising enabled children
to spend two weeks safely enjoying themselves.  We finished with a
Disco for the children and then the volunteers would sigh with relief
until the next year...!

Hazel Noakes
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MEMORANDUM

To: YOU
From: GOD
Date: TODAY
Ref: LIFE
Subject: YOURSELF

I am God.  Today I will be handling all of your problems.  Please
remember that I do not need your help.  If life happens to deliver a
situation to you that you cannot handle, do not attempt to resolve it
but put it in the SFGTD (something for God to do) box.  All
situations will be resolved, but in My time, not yours.  Once the
matter is placed into the box, do not hold onto it by worrying about it.
Instead, focus on all the wonderful things that are present in your life.

If you find yourself stuck in traffic, don't despair.  There are people
in this world for whom driving is an unheard of privilege. 

Should you have a bad day at work, think of the man who has been
out of work for years.

Should you despair over a relationship gone bad, think of the person
who has never known what it's like to love and be loved in return. 

Should you grieve the passing of another weekend, think of the
woman in dire straits, working twelve hours a day, seven days a week
to feed her children.

Should your car break down, leaving you miles away from
assistance, think of the paraplegic who would love the opportunity to
take that walk. 

Should you notice a new grey hair in the mirror, think of the cancer
patient in chemo who wishes she had hair to examine. 

Should you find yourself at a loss and pondering what is life all
about, asking what is my purpose?  Be thankful.  There are those who
didn't live long enough to get the opportunity. 

Should you find yourself the victim of other people's bitterness,
ignorance, smallness or insecurities, remember, things could be
worse.  You could be one of them!

Thanks to Sylvia Dean for suggesting this one.
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Neighbourhood Watching

Every other day we seem to read a new set of crime figures ± robbery
up or down, muggings up or down, burglaries up or down, car crime
up or down.  A recent official statistic shows that some sort of crime is
committed on our streets every second of every day.  But it is not all
doom and gloom.  Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) is silently fighting
back, and where NHW is active, crime statistics are actually falling.

Let me give you an example.  NHW is well established in many roads
in Terriers and Totteridge and, although it is difficult to define
success, where a NHW scheme exists the figures are in our favour.
The run up to Christmas is always a risky period and 2004 proved to
be no exception.  Then, in a group of roads in Totteridge, there were
15 burglaries in a three-week period. This is an unusually high
statistic ± reports have dropped dramatically since ± but it is worth
noting that not one of those 15 incidents was in a road where there is a
NHW scheme.  This suggests NHW must be doing something right.

The prime aim of NHW is to prevent crime.  We achieve this by
making people more aware of the risks around them and showing
them how a few simple steps can dramatically reduce the chances of
their becoming victims of crime.  Where appropriate, we look at
removing opportunities for crime, while reassuring those who live in
fear of crime.  Part of our strategy is encouraging neighbourliness and
the development of closer communities.  We also need to look at car
crime, robberies, anti-social behaviour and doorstep crime ± areas in
which, with a little care and attention, we can make a huge difference.

An important feature of NHW is the `Ringmaster' system, through
which we get regular messages from the police about crimes, crime
patterns and new scams.  Issued every few days, this information is
circulated by co-ordinators of NHW schemes to fellow members.

I have run a NHW scheme in Chippendale Close for seven years and
have been for the past three years Chairman of Wycombe District
NHW Association, which promotes our aims throughout most of the
Wycombe District Council area.  There are around 500 NHW schemes
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in this territory ± a substantial movement on a local basis.  But we
need to expand.  We need you!

If you are not already a member of a NHW scheme, I would urge you
to consider joining one or helping to set one up where you live.  the
effort and cost is minimal.  I would welcome the opportunity to talk to
you about this.  Please feel free to call me on a  523649. 

I look forward to hearing from you.

Geoff Pegg

Summer Saints in Sweden?
Do lakes and forests stir your soul?  Do the stories of holy men and
women inspire you?  Would you like to know more about the Church
of Sweden and our partner diocese?  Do you fancy a week in Sweden
for £799?  If your answer to any of these questions is ªyesº, you will
probably be interested in the pilgrimage which Tony Dickinson is
planning for the end of August 2006.

The pilgrimage will focus on the life of two Swedish saints:  the
English missionary monk, St Sigfrid, who evangelised southern
Sweden in the early 11th century and who is buried in Växjö
Cathedral, and the visionary noblewoman, Birgitta (St Bridget),
whose love for Christ transformed the Swedish Church in the high
Middle Ages.  The journey, led by Tony Dickinson and Canon Peter
Ball, will take pilgrims from Sigfrid's city of Växjö via Birgitta's
original monastery in Vadstena to a convent of modern Bridgettine
nuns at Djursholm.  On their way they will visit the city of Kalmar
(once the key to the Baltic), the island of Öland with its many
windmills, Jönköping, sometimes known as ªthe Jerusalem of the
Northº, the historic university city of Uppsala and Sweden's present-
day capital, Stockholm.  Just for the record:  we're planning to fly out
to Copenhagen and then take the train to Växjö through/over the
Oresund tunnel and bridge.

If you are interested, please talk to Tony, or come to the pilgrimage
presentation on Thursday, 15th September, at 7.30 p.m.  

Tony Dickinson 
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75th Anniversary Events

Line Dance and BBQ

Saturday 10th September at 7.30 p.m.
in the Church Hall

Tickets £8 adult, £2 child

BBQ and soft drinks included - bring your own drinks if required

Art Exhibitions

Works of art will be on show in the Church for five consecutive
weekends, starting in September.  There is no admission charge and
opening times will normally be from 10.00 a.m. until 6.30 p.m., but

may vary with circumstances.  Please check if in doubt.

The Artists exhibiting work are:

10th - 12th September:  Elizabeth Lampson

17th - 18th September:  South Bucks Hospice Water Colour Group

24th - 25th September:  Friends of St Francis

1st - 2nd October:  Totteridge Baptist Church Art Group

7th - 9th October:  Lorna Cassidy

For more details on these events, call the Hall Office on a  462911. 

The final 75th Anniversary events also take place next month:

• Sunday 2nd October - Patronal Festival

• Sunday 9th October - Dedication Festival
10.00 a.m Service, followed by Concert and Buffet Lunch
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SEPTEMBER

     Dates for your Diary     

3 Sat 9.30 a.m. Walkers Unite(d)
4 Sun Trinity 15

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion for all ages

6 Tue 8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting
7 Wed Evurtius (see opposite)

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks Teddy Bears‘ Picnic
8.00 p.m. Musicians' Meeting (Vicarage)

8 Thu 7.45 p.m. PCC Meeting
10 Sat 10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition (see page 11)

This weekend‘s artist:  Elizabeth Lampson

7.30 p.m. Line Dance and Barbecue in the Hall (see page 11)

11 Sun *** Copy deadline for October Parish Magazine ***
Sunday School begins a new year today
Trinity 16
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion  Preacher:  Beryl Taylor - Associate
Chaplain at Buckinghamshire Chilterns University College
10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition continues

12 Mon 10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition continues
(Note:  the Bishop is indisposed and his visit is cancelled)

14 Wed Holy Cross Day

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
2.00 p.m. Skylarks
8.00 p.m. The Cross in Theology and Art
9.00 p.m. A short Communion service for Holy Cross Day

15 Thu 7.30 p.m. In Search of St Sigfrid:  A Parish Pilgrimage
  to Sweden (see page 10)

17 Sat 10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition (see page 11)
This weekend‘s artists: South Bucks Hospice Water Colour Group
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18 Sun Trinity 17
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
12.00 noon Lunch Club (The Terriers)
10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition continues

19 Mon 8.00 p.m. Baptism Preparation
21 Wed St Matthew

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00 p.m. ”An evening with St Matthew•
9.00 p.m. A short Communion service for the feast of St Matthew

24 Sat 10.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m. PCC Quiet Day at Ripon Hall, Cuddesdon
10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition (see page 11)

This weekend's artists:  Friends of St Francis
7.30 p.m. Harvest Supper and Quiz

25 Sun Publication day for October Parish Magazine
Harvest Thanksgiving
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
10.00 a.m. Parish Communion
Donations of goods for the Whitechapel Mission, and of cash to
be split between Water Aid and USPG‘s Harvest Appeal, will be
welcomed at both services.
10.00 a.m. - 6.30 p.m. Art Exhibition continues

26 Mon 8.00 p.m. Baptism Preparation
28 Wed 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks
29 Thu St Michael and All Angels

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion

7th September - Who was St Evurtius?

Little definite seems to be known of Evurtius, who was a Bishop of
Orléans in the 4th century.  His name is also sometimes spelt
`Evortius' or `Enurchus', and he may also be the `Eortius' who took
part in the Council of Valencia in 374.  Even the date of his death is
not known, and his feast day of 7th September was apparently chosen
in 1604 to distinguish the birthday of Queen Elizabeth I.
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In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:
Rosemary Bossingham, Martin Braisher, Gaynor Chambers, Jean and Michael
Hedgeland, Elizabeth Lampson, John Ludlow and his family, Dennis Mayger,
Cyril Mines, Doreen and Ken Smith, Jean Smith, Joy and Ray Smith, John
West, Jill White, Dorothy Williams, Diane Young.

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Vince Amer, David Baldwin, Roland Brinkworth, Jenny Butterfield, Pamela
Reason Challinor, Marie Childs, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, George
Dowsett, Katie Foster, Phyllis and Michael Fudge, Sam and Norah Glennon,
James Golightly, Colin Gowers, Carol Griffiths and her family, Diane Harris,
Katharine Jackman, Julie James, Anna and Frank Jervis, Kate King, Rose
l'Anson, Derek Lissenden, Lily Maher, Ted Martin, Bettina Michels and her
family, Teresa Moore and her family, Mary Morgan, Angela Norton, Marie
Norton, Roy Parkinson, Anne Portsmouth, Marcia Powell, Kerry Purvis, Kevin
Smith, Irene Solomon, Ruth Steadman, Mary Stubbs, Carol and Paul Twitchin,
Monica and Peter Ward, Bill Weinhauer, Olga Whenray, Hugh Williams,
Raymond Winterbourne, Abigail Witchalls and her family, Lorna Woodward
and her family, Zoe and her family

Quiet Garden - High Wycombe

The High Wycombe Quiet Garden is at Hithercroft Road, Downley,
and the next meeting is from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on 12th

September when the subject will be:

 `The Textured Now' led by Lesley Wasley.

Further information and directions to the garden are available from:
Lesley Wasley a  523978, Mary Sketch a  01296 623068, 

Noreen Talbot a  534882, Pat Hastings a  483533, 
Audrey Upshall a  444448 or Irene Bell  a  01628 532576. 
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Who is my neighbour?
This last few weeks I've been feeling increasingly like Joseph (of
Nazareth).  As far as I can make out, Joseph was a decent hard
working type of bloke, much as I try to be, and without seeking it ±
indeed without much option ± he gets pitch-forked into sustaining and
training God's Messiah through childhood and adolescence.  I wonder
whether, as he wandered round Jerusalem (`Oh sorry God, I've just
lost your son') he felt this was actually a project he wanted to be part
of.  As many biblical characters would attest, being used by God isn't
necessarily a lot of fun.

So why do I feel like Joseph?  Because without wanting it, or looking
for it, I have the feeling that ± along with every other Christian in the
land ± I am being required to serve outside my comfort zone.  With
the media bent on polarising current tensions, and characterising them
in `Islam versus everyone else' terms, it is the pressing responsibility
of all those of us in the faith communities to expose this for the
grotesque distortion that it is.

I am not alone in feeling like this.  I am also not alone in doing
nothing about it (which is where any similarity between Joseph and
myself ends).  This is why I was particularly challenged by a 17 years

old Muslim girl who, on her own initiative
and at her family's expense, mounted an
exhibition of Islamic calligraphy in our
town's Guildhall recently.  Her aim?  To
build bridges of understanding.  I spent
forty fascinating minutes there and whilst
I am never likely to accept her assertion
that ªGod says the only acceptable
lifestyle/religion is Islamº, any more than

she is ever going to accept my conviction that ªNo one comes to the
Father except through Jesusº, we will at least less often offend each
other if we take time to learn what we mutually and separately hold
dear, and why.

I suspect seeking to enhance understanding of Islam in Marlow,
Bledlow or Penn would meet with limited success because, by and
large, the good folk of those idylls encounter too few Muslims to
appreciate why mutual understanding matters.  Conversely seeking to
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promote interfaith understanding in Bradford or Southall might run
into reciprocal problems.  However, here in High Wycombe we are
exceptionally well placed for our faiths to meet on equal,
unthreatening terms, and for us to share factual doctrinal information
without proselytising.  (There is a time and place for that but here and
now is not that time or place.)  If we did share in this way we would
find vast tracts of areas of common concern in which we can unite
and be a force for the good of society.  Do not we all wish to see `top
shelf publications' actually confined to
the top shelf?  Do we not all want to
teach our youngsters about fidelity and
see curbs on the portrayal of all forms of
immorality, which are too often
presented as the norm on soap operas?
Do we not all want secure, benignly
supervised facilities for our children to
relax and socialise but where alcohol and
drugs are simply unavailable?  Would not
Muslim, Hindu, Christian and Sikh fathers like to be able to take their
young sons into the Gents at the motorway services without having to
field questions about why contraceptives are available in different
flavours? 

With our richly varied community and our social privileges in High
Wycombe, I believe we, in the faith communities, are almost uniquely
well positioned to lead our town ± our nation even ± along a path of
mutual knowledge, understanding, tolerance and respect.  I believe
the calligraphy exhibition was an indication that our Islamic
neighbours are seeking to reach out to `us'.  Are we ready and willing
to make opportunities to shake the hands stretched out towards us,
and to reach back in return?

Andy Saunders

God is great, and therefore He will be sought; 
He is good, and therefore He will be found.

Anon
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  From our Registers

We welcome into God's Church by baptism
on 3rd July:

Angus Gordon Woodward
Saskia Holly Woodward

on 10th July:
Char les Montague Penfold

Henry Stewar t Penfold
Isabella Jane Louise Penfold

on 7th August:
Abigail Rose Guiver

Maximus James Noakes

on 14th August:
Adam John Poole

We congratulate on their marriage
on 13th August:

Michael Rober t Shaw and Tessa Louise Dawn Walker

We entrust to the Father's keeping
on 17th August.

Ernest Blackburn (” Philip• ) Reason Challinor
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ
As I am sure you are all well aware, my articles are always bang up to
date.  In keeping with this tradition, I want to talk about the change of
power in the Vatican, with a new Pope taking over a few months ago.
Of course, he is a German by birth, so this is very much a relevant
topic here in Germany.

At the start of the year, news broke of how seriously ill Pope John
Paul II had become.  While in a meeting with my boss, the topic came
up and she asked me (knowing that I am a Christian) how I felt about
it.  To be honest, I really wasn't sure what to say.  I am not a Roman
Catholic and so did not know much of what the Pope had done.

Then, once we had heard of John Paul's death, I was at home group
one evening.  One of the guys ± a 15 year-old who had only given his
life to Jesus a few weeks previously ± suggested that we pray for the
Pope.  We were slightly taken aback (partly because we knew him and
such a suggestion was not characteristic) as none of us are Catholics,
and so are not accountable to the Pope.  But it got me thinking.

Obviously there are considerable doctrinal differences between
various church bodies, but we all worship the same God.  If the work
of Catholics brings people to know Christ and be saved, then I am all
for it.  Certainly John Paul II did a great deal of work improving
relations between the Catholic and Protestant Churches.

One such initiative is the World Youth Day, about to take place in
Cologne ± just a few days after I am writing this.  It was set up by
John Paul II around 20 years ago, inviting the youth of the world on a
pilgrimage to worship God.  Indeed, Pope Benedict XVI shall be
attending and speaking at this event.  Officially, Germany is still a
largely Catholic country with over 26 million Roman Catholics
recorded in 2002.  It is my belief that many Catholics, perhaps those
who are not regular church-goers, will be interested to go and see the
Pope, as will many non-Christians.  This can only be a good thing, as
far as I am concerned.

Yet there is also considerable non-Catholic involvement.  The event
has been advertised on television recently, and the song they use as
background music to the advert is by a man who used to be in my
church in Frankfurt (by no means Catholic).  Indeed, he is also
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playing in Cologne and I am sure that there are many other examples
of such co-operation for this project.

I could give you more examples of different denominations working
together, but I think you get the picture.  When John Paul II set up this
initiative, when he fought against Communism and when he offered
his forgiveness to his would-be assassin, he was not thinking of the
benefits to the church.  What drove him was a love that he had learnt
from a God who loved enough to die for him and for me.

While we may disagree with one another quite often and while it is
not pertinent to tolerate these differences to the extent of breaking our
own moral or spiritual code, it is important nonetheless to accept them
as sons and daughters of our heavenly Father.  The word ªtolerateº is
very popular in modern society, where we are asked to respect and not
interfere with others' beliefs.  God, however, does not call us to be
tolerant ± but to love.  Sometimes this requires us to disagree, but
never to do so aggressively.  Most often, however, the loving thing to
do is to support them in their efforts to bring people to know Christ.
Just as we would like them to do for usŒ  

Steve Greenhill

Terriers Evening WI
Once again we are on the move.  Owing to the closure of Kingswood
First School we had to find a new meeting place.  This is the second

school we have used which has closed.  Finding
another venue with access for the disabled was
quite difficult especially as we wanted to stay in
the Terriers/Totteridge area.

The new meeting place will be in the Language
Laboratory of The Royal Grammar School and
we are grateful to them for their help.  But do
they know our past history?  Surely the Grammar
School will not close too!!

The next meeting is on September 8th starting at 7.45 p.m.  with a talk
on Pann Mill.  If you would like any further information please ring
Chris Gray on % 525503.
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Rosemary Bossingham hard at work on the flower
arrangements for the Harvest Festival in 2003

(Photo by Tim Edmonds)

From the Editor

I particularly enjoyed my summer holiday this year, since it was
preceded by the news from hospital that the bits of bone in my left
leg had at last joined.  It's been a long recovery process (which still
continues through physiotherapy) and now I have the challenge of
finding work.  Thanks to you all for your prayers and support, and
thanks also for the card which awaited me on my return from holiday.

Tim Edmonds
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” I am the vine, you are the branches•  (John 15:5)

On the Grapevine       

 News that Rosemary Bossingham had decided to hand over the
Church Flower Rota to Molly Braisher arrived just as the last

magazine was going to press.  Thank you for all your years of faithful
service, Rosemary, and we hope that we will still be able to draw on
your expertise (see picture opposite). 

 Congratulations to Vanessa Williams, who graduated from the
University of Southampton in July with a first-class degree in

Music.  Many will remember Vanessa for her musical contributions to
St Francis', particularly to the `First Sunday' services.

 ... and `Stop Press' congratulations to Matthew Edmonds for his
excellent A level results, which have gained him a place at

Queens' College, Cambridge to read Natural Sciences.

 Three poems by Justin were published in the magazine this year.
Since his release from Aylesbury YOI, Justin has recorded a Rap

CD with a set of witty tracks tackling a range of social issues.

 Congratulations to our organist Tessa, who married Michael
Shaw on 13th August.  The weather was not kind, but the

radiance of the bride made up for the lack of sunshine.

 Our new Treasurer is Mick Relf, who takes over from Veronica
Edmonds.  Thanks to Veronica for continuing to act as Treasurer

during the summer and to Mick for taking on this vital role.

The South Bucks Hospice has announced the opening of a new
book and videos room `New Leaf ' at their Hazlemere Shop.   It

is well worth a visit, whether to buy or to donate books for sale.

 A new class is meeting in the Church Hall every Wednesday from
7.00 to 8.30 p.m. If you are interested in find out out more about

Hatha Yoga then contact Sara % 533920 for more information.

 Thanks to Jo‘ Williams, Sheelagh Whitlock, Val Evans and Avril Berry for input.
News about local people and events is always welcome.
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QuietSpacesStillPlaces
A Working Conference for small and probably ancient churches

seeking to develop their mission to pilgrims, visitors and tourists. 

· Does your church feel prayed in?  

· Do you have people visiting it during the week?

· Does your church reflect the concerns of your local
community to those visiting?

If these, or similar questions, fit your local situation, you are likely to
be interested in this conference.  Its aim is to explore an approach to
mission by harnessing the potential of your local church building.

Saturday 17th September

Stoke Lyne Church (2 miles north of Bicester)

10.00 a.m. — 3.00 p.m.

Bring a packed lunch, drinks provided.

There will be two Keynote Addresses:  `The Local Church as a Holy
Place' by The Revd Canon Barbara Doubtfire, working with the
Bishop of Dorchester supporting QuietSpacesStillPlaces, and `The
Local Church as an image of the community' by The Revd Canon
Glyn Evans, Diocesan Rural Officer.

Each address will be followed by an opportunity to:

· respond from the perspective of your own church

· review what your church is already doing

· work with insights drawn from across the country

· consider some concrete, realistic plans for developing a new-
style mission, blending together ªLiving Stonesº and ªAncient
Stonesº in your local place.

There will be resources to take away.  No need to book — just turn up!

An e-mail to spidir@oxford.anglican.org to let Barbara Doubtfire
know of your interest will help catering and the design of the event.
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Voluntary Vacancies

· Do you have a big heart, a large teapot and a downstairs toilet?
Contact the Elderly are looking for volunteers to host tea parties twice
a year for a group of older people in their own home.   Drivers are also
needed to transport the guests to and from their home to the party.  You
only need a free Sunday afternoon twice a year.  

· Do you have your own car and a few hours a week to spare?  Bucks
Association for the Blind and Partially Sighted are looking for
volunteer drivers in the Marlow area to take their clients to social and
sports club meetings.  

· Riding for the Disabled would like to recruit horse loving volunteers
to help with their classes locally.  The roles involve leading the horses
and supporting the riders.  

· The Oxfam Shop in High Wycombe is looking for volunteers to help
with sorting donated goods, serving customers and window dressing.    

· The Chiltern Cheshire Home in Gerrards Cross has a number of
volunteer opportunities.  The home's disabled residents benefit from
the help and friendship of the team of volunteers who help the staff.
Volunteers act as drivers or escorts on trips to the local shops or
theatre, help with producing the newsletter, and much more.

· The Age Concern Day Centre in Marlow is also looking for
volunteers to help them in the day room or kitchen once a week.

· Could you help someone else enjoy the benefits of the library service?
Volunteers are needed for the Home Library Service in Wycombe
District.  They help a housebound client by returning their books to the
library and choosing some more for them to read.

· Do you have some time to help young children with their reading from
the beginning of the new school year in September?  A Marlow school
is looking for volunteers to help for a morning or afternoon a week. 

For more information about these and the many other volunteer roles currently
available, please call Volunteer Focus on % 451700.  

We are open Monday and Tuesday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m., and Wednesday 9.30
a.m. - 1.30 p.m.  An answerphone is available outside these hours. 

You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk 
or call at:  The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe, HP13 6SL.

Volunteer Focus - The Wycombe & District Volunteer Bureau is supported by
Wycombe District Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.

Registered Charity No 1078305
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Who‘s Who at St Francis‘
All telephone numbers are local - STD code 01494

Vicar The Revd Canon Tony Dickinson               % 520676
St Francis' Vicarage
High Wycombe  HP13 5AB

vicar@terrierschurch.org.uk

Reader (training) Valerie Evans % 531023
Churchwarden Keith Gordon % 531570
Churchwarden Valerie Jones % 439154

Church Cleaning Organiser Vacant
Flower Rota Organiser Molly Braisher % 436768
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps % 816416
Magazine Subs/Distribution June Findlow % 524491
Organist Tessa Shaw % 441698
PCC Secretary John Norton % 437105
PCC Treasurer Mick Relf % 530808
Sacristan Mary Phipps % 816416
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson % 520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps % 816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock % 534634

Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock % 451771
Church Hall Office % 462911
Church Hall Pay-phone % 462909

Magazine Editor/WebmasterTim Edmonds
90 Green Hill
High Wycombe  HP13 5QE

% 526346

webmaster@terrierschurch.org.uk

Website:  http://www.terrierschurch.org.uk/

 If you know of any changes to the above list, please share this
with the Vicar, Webmaster and Magazine Editor.
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