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Who'‘s Who at St Francis

Vicar Canon Tony Dickinson
St Francis Vicarage
High Wycombe HP13 5AB

Telephone (01494) 520676

Email vicar@terrierschurch.org.uk
Churchwardens Peter Gee (01494) 525739

ValerieJones  (01494) 439154
Reader (training) VaerieEvans  (01494) 531023
Church Hall Office (01494) 462911

Pay-phone (01494) 462909

a Contact Telephone Directory a

What? Who? (01494)
Child Protection Representative  Pam Helmers-Olsen 522016
Children's Society Hazel Noakes 530273
Christian Aid Lunches Joyce Dowsett 438859
Church Hall Secretary Shelagh Whitlock 462911
Editor Tim Edmonds 526346
Electoral Roll Officer Dennis Mayger 523372
Flower Rota Organiser Molly Braisher 436768
Gift Aid Officer Mary Phipps 816416
Healing Group Brenda Matthews 439685
Julian Group Jean Finlan 528090
Magazine Subs/Distribution June Findlow 524491
Organist/Choir Tessa Shaw 441698
PCC Secretary John Norton 437105
PCC Treasurer Mick Relf 530808
Quiet Days Jean Finlan 528090
Sacristan Mary Phipps 816416
Saturday Morning Prayer Group  Val Evans 531023
Skylarks Organiser Tony Dickinson 520676
Stewardship Organiser Mary Phipps 816416
Sunday School Contact Pam Hancock 534634
Walkers Unite(d) Keith Gordon 531570
Webmaster Tim Edmonds 526346
Whist Club Terry Dean 532016



Parish Magazine —September 2006

Mary Phipps presents the proceeds of our Lent Project —a cheque for
£2,609.24 —to Robert Breakwell of the lain Rennie Hospice at Home
during our Parish Communion on 9 July. (Photo by Tim Edmonds)

 Details of Services and other church activities arein the Diary
section on the centre pages.

» Contact details for church officers are opposite.

Publication datethe for October edition: Sunday 24" September
Copy deadline: Sunday 10t September

Your written or photographic contributions are welcome.

Hand-written copy is fine, but electronic (plain text or rich text fo
preferred) saves editorial time. For photographs most formats are acc
(prints, slides or digital) but please do not attempt to email digital images
than 1MB! | can read most digital camera cards direct. If in doubt, pleag

Tim Edmonds, 90 Green Hill, High Wycombe, HP13 5QE
Telephone: (01494) 526346
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Email: editor@terrierschurch.org.uk
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Thoughts in a time of Crisis

Our summer holidays this year were effectively ended forty-eight
hours before we returned to High Wycombe. They were ended when
we switched on the television news just as a story about the arrest of
terrorist suspects was breaking. What really made us sit up was the
footage of the houses in this parish where arrests had been made.
From that point our thoughts were increasingly focused on what we
might find when we returned and what might be done by the local
Church in a situation which clearly had (and still has) the potential to
be serioudly divisive.

One thing became clear. In the situation in which we find ourselves it
Is vital to resist calling names or pointing the finger, however
tempting the prospect of abrief moment of TV fame. Despite the best
(and, in my view, dangerously misguided) efforts of the Prime
Minister and Home Secretary to alter the process of arrest and trial so
that those in police custody are, in effect, no longer ”innocent until
proved guiltye, all people of good-will have a responsibility to treat
other human beings as human beings and not to condemn them
without trial nor to demonise them. Christians, in particular, are
bound by their faith to honour the image of God that is in every
human being, however distorted and defaced it may have become, and
to recognise in every human being the brother or sister for whom
Christ died, even those who wish usill.

Fear, whether for ourselves or for our children or grandchildren,
provides no justification or excuse for doing
otherwise. The Church exists to proclaim the
good news that God was in Christ reconciling
the world to himself. It cannot do that without
sharing in Christ's work of reconciliation,
breaking down the dividing walls which
human beings are all too ready to erect in the
search for scapegoats and "enemies withine.
That work of reconciliation can be costly, as
the naval hero turned Protestant pastor, Martin
Niemoller (left), discovered through painful
personal experience in the Germany of the
1930s:




FFirst they came for the Jews. | was silent. | was not a Jew.
Then they came for the Communists. | was silent. | was not
a Communist. Then they came for the trade unionists. | was
silent. | was not a trade unionist. Then they came for me.
There was no one left to speak for me.°

Christians have aresponsibility to engage with those who are different
—even those who are viewed with suspicion by the rest of the society
in which we live. We have a responsibility to build bridges and to
keep open channels of communication, even (or indeed especialy) in
these difficult days. That is why, in the middle of August, over 700
households in this parish received an invitation to come together to
share concerns about what has been happening in our community.

Two dozen brave souls, Christians and Muslims and people of no
particular faith commitment, met in church on the evening of 16"
August. Those who came were open to one another and honest about
the pain, the shock, anger and resentment which they felt; but they did
so in a constructive and helpful way and it is likely that we will
continue to meet in future —regularly, we hope, but not necessarily
frequently —to keep open those channels of communication that have
now been established. The suggestion of a further gathering in our
Church Hall some time toward Christmas was made and well
received. | hope we may see you there.

Tony Dickinson

I Thought for the month I

sTheidols of today are unmistakable —self
esteem without effort, fame without achievement,
sex without consequences, wealth without
responsibility, pleasure without struggle and
experience without commitment.

(Rabbi Dr Jonathan Sacks)




Joyce Bennett

On the 2" of December this year the congregation of St Francis will
be host to a number of foreign visitors who will be joining us as we
celebrate the life and work of a most distinguished member of our
congregation + Joyce Bennett. The occasion celebrates the fact that
Joyce was ordained priest into the Church on 3@ December 1971, 35
years ago, in Hong Kong by Bishop Gilbert Baker. This was a most
significant date in the history of the ordination of Women into the
church. Prior to this there had been only one instance of a woman
being ordained into the priesthood, Florence Li in 1944, also by the
Bishop of Hong Kong under emergency circumstances brought about
by the Japanese occupation during the second world war. However
Joyce's ordination makes her the first of two women (along with Jane
Hwang) to have been ordinarily ordained into the church, and thus the
first of what is now along established line of female priests.

This fact alone makes for a special day of celebration for those who
supported the movement of ordination for women and who will recall
the debates and issues of the day surrounding this event. When
introducing Joyce to anyone it isinevitable that her place in history as
the first non-emergency woman priest is the first thing that will be
mentioned. It is, however, only one aspect of her life and work; as
this article seeks to explain, there is an awful lot more to Joyce than
meets the eye!

Joyce with the Revd Austin Williams, Vicar of & Martin-in-the-Fieldsin the
early 1980s. Heinvited her to join his staff when she retired from Hong Kong.
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Joyce's story is of a remarkable life defined by witness and service to
others and above all by a response to our Lord Jesus and a life
empowered by the gift of the Holy Spirit.

In addition to being a priest Joyce was a missionary in Hong Kong for
34 years, the principal of a Chinese Girls School for 15 years; a
member of Hong Kong's legidlative council, and on eretirement’ to
England was a counsellor and priest for the Chinese community in
London at St. Martin-in-the-Fields. Along the way she has managed
to become fluent in Cantonese (a language so complex | managed to
learn about ten words in 15 years) and has been recognised for her
service to the Chinese community with various awards, including
being awarded the OBE in 1978. | think in all honesty that if any one
of us had had success in any one of the fields of priesthood,
missionary, educator, or even legidator that Joyce has achieved we
should be forgiven for having felt we had achieved something + Joyce
has succeeded in all these fields.

Born in London on 22" April 1923, she attended Burlington School
where she became head of school before going on to gain a degree in
History at Westfield College, University of London in 1944. Due to
the wartime evacuation measures both Burlington School and
Westfield College were evacuated to Oxford and so from the 6 form
onwards Joyce was immersed in the rich cultural, scholastic and
inspirational Christian influences that the city could offer. Her
original intention was to teach but during this period Joyce
experienced an increasing caling towards missionary work.
Following two years teaching Joyce commenced training with the
CMS and in February 1949 she arrived in Hong Kong to commence
what was eventually to become 34 years of outstanding Christian
witness and service to that community.

Her missionary work was founded primarily on education, a subject
for which she has retained an undying passion. She first taught at St
Stephen‘s Girls' College from 1949 to 1960 before moving to Chung
Chi College (later to become part of the Chinese University) for two
years from 1961 to 1963. Joyce was ordained Deacon by Bishop Hall
in 1962 and from 1963 to 1968 also served as Chaplain to the Bishop
Hall Jubilee School.

Hong Kong in the years after the Second World War faced
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considerable social pressures particularly for the poor Chinese
working class. There was mass overcrowding as numbers in the
colony swelled with families fleeing the communist revolution across
the border in manland China. Most working class lived in
overcrowded dlum conditions and faced unemployment, with
insufficient schools and clinics; social services as we recognise them
were non-existent.

Joyce with Professor Ma, who was her student in the 1950s at
S Sephen‘s Girls College. The picture behind is a carpet depicting
S Catharine's School and was a retirement gift from her staff.

In these stressful times the prospects for working class Chinese
children was poor. It was against this background that Joyce
undertook the establishment and running of St Catharine's School for
Girls in Kwun Tong, a working class area where she remained as
principal for 15 years until her retirement in 1983. The establishment
of this school and the hope, joy and opportunity it has given to
hundreds of poor children is itself a tremendous tribute to Joyce and
her response to God's calling to service, but, as we shall see next
month, Joyce had further ways to serve our LordCE.

Andrew Paine



Don‘t miss our Autumn

Organ Recital

on

Sunday September 17t
at 3.00 p.m.

We welcome our performers

Stephen Armstrong
(former Organ Scholar at Queens College Cambridge)

Matthew Edmonds Paul Tognarelli

Refreshments will be available afterwards and there
will be a collection for thework of

aWatm::sA’!i&wﬁ

9




SEPTEMBER

Dates for your Diary

The Diary isregularly updated with additions and changes on the

N

(0]

10

11
12
13

14

15

Fri

Sat
Sun

Tue

Wed

Fri
Sat

Sun

Mon
Tue
Wed

Thu

Fri

parish website: www.terrierschurch.org.uk

Pilgrims return from Sweden

9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)

Walkers Unite(d) — see notice board for details
Trinity 12

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Holy Baptism

A service for all ages.

8.00 p.m. Julian Meeting

A time of guided contemplative prayer.

Allen Gardiner

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks Teddy Bears Picnic (Vicarage Garden)
Fun for under-fives and their carers.

9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)

10.00 a.m. Bucks Historic Churches Cycle Ride
11.30 a.m. Wedding of Bob Amor and Dawn Walter
*** Copy deadline for the October Parish Magazine ***
Trinity 13

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion with Prayer for Healing
including the laying-on of hands and anointing.
8.00 p.m. Baptism Preparation

Parish visit to Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford

John Chrystostom

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks

Holy Cross Day

2.00 p.m. Whist Club (Hall) - all welcome

7.30 p.m. Holy Communion

8.00 p.m. PCC Meeting

9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)

12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)
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2.00—5.00 p.m. Totteridge Community Forum (Highcrest Scho

Trinity 14

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

12.00 noon Lunch Club (The Terriers)

3.00 p.m. Organ Recital — see page 9

Stephen Armstrong, Matthew Edmonds and Paul Tognarelli
8.00 p.m. Baptism Preparation

John Coleridge Patteson and his companions — see page 12
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks

St Matthew

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion

9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)

12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)

7.30 p.m. Harvest Supper and Quiz Night — see page 13
Publication day for the October Parish Magazine

Harvest Thanksgiving (Trinity 15)

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

10.00 a.m. Parish Communion

with Prayer for Healing in the Lady Chapel after the service.
8.00 p.m. Baptism Preparation

Vincent de Paul

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

2.00 p.m. Skylarks

St Michael and All Angels

9.30 a.m. Prayer Group (Vestry)

12.30 p.m. Christian Aid Lunch (Hall)

7.00 p.m. Holy Communion

Prayer Group

Please note that from September the Saturday
morning Prayer Group is moving to Friday at 9.30
a.m. in thevestry. Thisis prayer for the people and
thework wedoin theparish. All arewe come.
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Sunday, 3rd September: Trinity 12

Readings for September

Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23

Sunday, 10th September: Trinity 13
| saiah 35:4-7a; Mark 7:24-end

Sunday, 17th September: Trinity 14
| saiah 50:4-9a; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-end

Sunday, 24th September: Harvest Thanksgiving

Joel 2:21-27; 1 Timothy 6:6-10; Matthew 6:25-35

20th September —Who was John Coleridge Patteson?

John Coleridge Patteson was born in London in 1827 and educated at
Oxford, where in 1852 he became a fellow of Merton College. In
1855 he heeded a call from Bishop George Selwyn of New Zealand
for missionary volunteers to go to the South Pacific. Whilst there he

body was floated back to his ship with five hatchet wounds in the
chest, one for each native who had been killed in the earlier raid. The
death of Bishop Patteson caused an uproar back in England and
stimulated the government to take firm measures to stamp out the
davetrade inits Pacific territories.

learned twenty-three of the languages spoken in
the Polynesian and Melanesian Islands. 1n 1861
he was consecrated Bishop of Melanesia. The
dave-trade was illegal in the South Pacific, but
the laws were poorly enforced and Patteson was
actively engaged in the effort to stamp it out.
However, after dave-raiders had attacked the
iIsland of Nakapu, Patteson and severd
companions visited the area and were assumed
to be connected with the raiders. They were
killed on 20" September 1871 and Patteson's
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Harvest Thanksgiving

Saturday 23" September: Harvest Supper and Quiz Night

This will take place at 7.30 p.m. in the Church Hall. Tickets are
available from the vicarage or from Janet Banks and cost £6 per adult
or £14 per family (2 adults + one or more children) and include a
chilli supper.

Sunday 24t September: Thanksgiving Service

Parish Communion will be a Harvest Thanksgiving. There will be &
retiring collection for the work of Water Aid. Harvest Gifts of
toothpaste, flannels, soap, disposable razors, tea, tinned food,
breakfast ceredl, etc., for the Whitechapel Mission will be gratefully
received at both the 8.00 am. and Parish Communion services.

WHITECHAPEL MISSION

Always the homeless first

A Thanksgiving Prayer for Harvest

God of goodness, bless our food,
Keep usin a cheerful mood.
Bless the cook and all who serve us.
From indigestion, Lord, preserve us.

Amen
(From an Anglican monastery kitchen at Brisbane, Australia)
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Lighthouse —still growing!

This year, while Lighthouse at the Sir William Ramsey School site
continued to flourish with 850 children, a new Lighthouse was set up
a the Roya Grammar School for 500 children. Hazlemere's
Lighthouse has been in operation for six years and helpers and
children feel very much at home there. It's good to renew friendships
made there each year and everyone is familiar with the site. So,
having a new Lighthouse at the Royal Grammar School in our parish
presented both an opportunity and a challenge.

Three of us grasped the challenge. Lucy West played adual role as a
Lamplighter and music leader, leading the singing and actions on
stage;, Emma O'Garro was a Lighthouse Keeper, in charge of 12
children for the whole day, and | was a craft leader for the under-tens
in the morning and the over-tens in the afternoon. Despite the
inevitable trepidation beforehand, it worked well and was hugely
enjoyable. In addition, mothers and toddlers had a great time in our
Church Hall in the mornings.

Meanwhile, a Hazlemere, Shelagh Whitlock enjoyed being a
Lighthouse Keeper for her group of eight year olds, and June Findlow
enjoyed doling out refreshments to the four year olds in the morning
and helping out with crafts in the afternoon. Terry Dean and Irene
Hasan were busy guiding the older children through the various crafts.
Irene's eldest daughter Tania was a Lamplighter, and sisters Rozanne
and Sonia were free to enjoy all the activities before they take their
turn at becoming Lamplighters!

Not all the helpers worked every day. Some volunteered for two or
three days, some for just mornings or afternoons. They came in all
ages, with various skills or just a willingness to help, and a large
number are grandparents. The volunteers are vital because the number
of children admitted to Lighthouse is dependent upon the number of
volunteers.

The theme for the teaching was the story of eNarnia, complete with
14



Adlan, the children and the wicked white witch. Evil was overcome
by good at great cost, which provided a good analogy for teaching
what the Christian faith is al about. The children were very receptive
to learning about what it means to be a Christian and many of them
decided that they were going to be followers of Jesus. Their
enthusiastic singing nearly raised the roof of the marquee, leaving us
thrilled and looking forward to next year. How about joining us?

Val Evans

In need of your prayers

Among members of our congregation in need we pray for:

Among others for whom our prayers have been asked:
Vince Amer, Jean Barber, Stephen Benfell, Harold Blewitt, Margareta B

Golightly, Nigel Harding, Florence Holmes, Anna and Frank Jervis,

Helen Noakes, Angela Norton, Marie Norton, Robert Phillis, Marcia P
Claire Roberts, Sarah Rolls, Doris Skilton, Christine Solomon, Irene Sol
Rhiannon Streeter, Betty Tetsall, Steven Tomori, Thelma Wright.

Ea From our Registers
=

We welcome into the Church by baptism
on 13" August

Vaughn McBar nett

We congratul ate on their marriage
on 26" August

Anthony John Bartlett and Joanna Catherine Smith
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Gaynor Chambers, Linda Courtney, Zena Fisher, Jean and Michael Hedg
Elizabeth Lampson, Joy and Ray Smith, Ken Smith, Jill White, Diane Your

Jenny Butterfield, Cathy Coleman (Tim Edmonds's sister) and her dau
Ruth, Rachel Crampton, George Daniel, Margaret Day, Pam D'Silva, B
Dowsett, Frances Edmonds, Phyllis and Michael Fudge, Norah Glennon| .

Leeper, Derek Lissenden, Gwynedd Merrett, Bettina Michels and her{
v
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Protecting Our Children

Tony Dickinson, Pam Hancock, Emma O'Garro and | have now
drawn up a very comprehensive programme of work to implement the
Child Protection Policy. We are hoping to complete most of the work
by the end of the year but there is a lot to do. Watch this space!
Meanwhile, here are some of the plans for the very near future.

All outside groups using the hall and the church will be informed of
our policies. There is a green leaflet entitled Protection Guide for
Church Workers with Children and Young People which will be
distributed to al the leaders of groups and others using the hall.

A number of people who work with children in church will be asked
to fill in a ssimple Confidential Declaration form. Leaders from the
Sunday School and the Skylarks will need to complete the necessary
CRB Disclosure forms, as will Children's Representatives/Officers
from the choir, organists and servers. Please do not be alarmed by
these forms! Emma and | will distribute them and are very happy to
advise you about their compl etion.

The church building itself needs to be assessed for health and safety
issues. The recruitment procedures for paid and voluntary workers
will need to be updated in the light of the new policy, as will the
current insurance policy.

In September the Sunday School will have new registration and
consent forms to complete. | need to be informed of any particular
concerns or unexpected incidents affecting children and have to keep
arecord of them.

Once this work is done we shall have completed the most important
parts of the programme. Please pray that in the light of all this paper-
work we do not lose sight of the aims of the policy as we do our best
to protect the children from harm.

Pam Helmers-Olsen
16



" | amthe vine, you are the branchess (John 15:5)

On the Grapevine

Congratulations to Steve Greenhill for the award of a 2(i) degree

from Bath University. He has now moved on, and we wish him
the best in finding the right job. We thank him for his time with us,
including membership of the choir and the PCC and, of course, for his
regular thought-provoking articles in the parish magazine.

The Totteridge Community Association are holding a Forum on

Saturday 16 September at Highcrest School. The event runs
from 2.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m. and many local organisations and
community groups will be represented.

If you want to support Fair Trade when eating out, then the
Grapevine recommends that you try the National Trust's
Restaurant and Tea Room at Hughenden Manor.

Thanks to Veronica Edmonds and Steve Greenhill for input. News about |ocal
people and events is always welcome.

Licensing Invitation

The service where | am to be licensed as a Lay Minister takes place
at Christchurch Cathedral, Oxford on Saturday, the 4" November, at
11.00 am. It would be lovely if members of the congregation could
join my family and friends for this occasion. | will need to book
seats in advance so do let me know if you would like to come. I'm
sure we can arrange to share transport.

Val Evans

Who said this?

” A fanatic —ene who won‘t change hismind,

and can‘t change the subject.e
(Answer on page 18)
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Green Spot

South Bucks Hospice recycles mobile phones

At the beginning of August the South Bucks Hospice launched a new
project to raise money + recycling unwanted mobile phones. You can
hand them in at any SBH shop, or send them in specia reply-pad
envelopes that are aso available in the shops and other locations.
The revenue for a mobile phone ranges from £5 to £24. |t does not
matter how old the phoneis.

Avril Berry, SBH Appeals Director %537775

Water-saving tip

When washing the car why not use a watering can to rinse off the
soap? This saves water (more so if you get it from the water-butt
rather than the tap) and does a better job than a bucket!

Veronica Edmonds

O Answer to the question on page 17: O

[ ) ®
Winston Churchill
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M Volunteer Centre

Wycombe District

Why not volunteer? You can change the world, your community + or your CV.
You can make new friends, feel useful + or gain a skill. The Volunteer Centre
for Wycombe District (formerly Volunteer Focus) would like to help you find a
suitablerole. Thisisa selection of what is available:

- Can you spare just afew hours on a Saturday in October? Sign require
street collectorsin High Wycombe and Amersham.

- MPF Counselling in High Wycombe require volunteer receptionists to
answer the phone and take messages. A polite and helpful manner and
strict confidentiality is necessary. Hours are negotiable.

- Spectrum youth club for adolescents with Aspergers Syndrome meets
fortnightly on Saturday afternoons. Easy-going volunteers are needed
to assist with activities such as games, drama, arts, crafts and cooking.
Training will be given to help understand the needs of these specia
young people.

- No excuses for not getting involved! Mind has a whole range of
opportunities available. Are you a gardener, a qualified electrician, a
plumber or IT specialist? Would you prefer to be a trustee, assistant
director or receptionist? Perhaps a personal assistant, book-keeper or
general helper? Sensitivity and good communication skills are essential
for these rewarding opportunities.

- Rapid response + 7 days a week, 365 days a year! Thames Valley &
Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust are looking for store-keepers to keep
things tidy while they save lives. If you can spare approximately one
day aweek please let us know. Hours are negotiable.

For more information about these and the many other volunteer roles currently
available, please call the Volunteer Centre on %451700.

We are open Monday to Friday, 9.30 a.m. - 3.00 p.m. An answerphoneis
available outside these hours.
You can also e-mail us at: wycombevb@volunteerfocus.org.uk
or call at: The Priory Centre, 11 Priory Road, High Wycombe, HP13 69..

Volunteer Focus - The Wycombe & District Volunteer Centre is supported by
Wycombe District Council, Buckinghamshire CC and the Community Fund.

Registered Charity No 1078305
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The church seen from Amersham Hill Gardens (photo by Tim Edmonds)

Accessibility at Terriers Church

Sidesmen are on duty at the main church services to welcome you.
Please ask for assistance if you need it.

E There is a car park at the church. Although no designated disablet
parking spaces are available, those with accessibility difficulties ar
welcome to park in the area adjacent to the church doors.

Access is down steps. A lift is available at the left-hand entrance.

There is a hearing loop in church.

The toilet in church is reached only via steep stairs.
A disabled toilet is normally available in the church hall.

&
9
A A large-print version of the service book is available.
i

e
www.ter rier schurch.org.uk

Front cover picture: Applesripening at Hughenden Manor, 29" July 2006
(photo by Tim Edmonds)
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